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Statement of Intent: 

Proiect Typology: 

A city wide plan for an outdoor recreation facility for Hermantown, MN. 

Theoretical Premise: 

The thesis will examine the necessity that humans have for recreation. 
An historical comparison with the past will be done to establish familiar 
threads with life today. Design metaphors, analogies and or tecton ics 
will be developed from the examination. 

Proiect Justification: 

' Hermantown's recreation facilities are starting to wear down from 
constant use from the community and are being overwhelmed by the 
growth of the city. This ideal design project will participate in the 
discourse about how Hermantown will adapt to the future of the city. 

Narrative: 

Hermantown is a small suburb outside of Duluth, MN that is rapidly 
_ increasing in size and is in need of a new recreation complex. The 

complex is scattered and not very functional , as terms of walking 
around the site and holding a large capacity of people. The complex 
got started by adding a few elements at a time when necessity arose, 
instead of an initial master plan for the site. The football field that 
exists on the site now had its bleachers condemned in 1999 and they 
moved the football field behind the high school. (This complex is 

..,..._..::.:1 located 2 miles south of the high school.) The football field now is a 
run down lawn area that is occasionally used for youth soccer games, 
but usually is not maintained. The complex as it stands now consist s o 
2 softball fields and one baseball field and the football field on the 
north side of the site. 



This projects main goal is to rehabilitate existing features and to better 
the functionality of the existing site. The project will also incorporate 
the expansion and beautification of the site. This project will consist of 
the renovation of the existing baseball field with the addition of 
plantings around the site. The addition of a larger concession area with 
large plazas to accommodate more people will make it an area ideal for 
hosting tournaments. The renovation of the old football field will be 
turned into a large open turf area so it can be utilized by youth soccer 
and youth football games as well as a wide range of outdoor activities. 
There will also be the addition of a new skate park, to replace the drab 
old one, to accommodate the increasing popularity of the sport among 

~~i~?!:;~ 1 kids. Furthermore, the master planning will also consist of better 
parking and pathways to make it easier for pedestrians to move around 
the complex. 

~IL..11:r. 

I believe this is a necessity for the city of Hermantown, MN. It is a city 
that its population is rapidly growing with young families and the 
current complex is not adequate for the future growth of the city. 
Something needs to be done to accommodate the growth to make it 
convenient for the residents and for the money this could generate for 
the community. 

User/Client Description: 

This project is designed for the people of Hermantown, MN as well as 
the surrounding communities in the Duluth area. This project will be 
owned by the City of Hermantown, MN. The Hermantown Park Board 
has full control over all city property designated for park purposes. In 
addition is responsible for the maintenance, beautification and care for 
all municipal park property, and reports all activities to the City 

_ Council. City of Hermantown will maintain the park facilities while 
volunteer organizations and school district manage the recreation 
activities. The user groups consist of: 

Park Board: 

Gene Shaw, Chair, Mike Koppy, Anne Larson and Seth Taran. 



City Councilors: 

City Hall 729-3680 
councilorboucher@hermantownmn.com 

Darlene Koski 

City Hall 729-3683 
councilorkoski@hermantownmn.com 

Andy Thielen 

City Hall 729-3681 
councilorthielen@hermantownmn.com 

Brad Tafs 

City Hall 729-3682 
councilortafs@hermantownmn.com 

School District Organizations: 

Hermantown High School Principal 
Lois Backsheider - (218) 729-8874 ext. 1003 

- -~.nHermantown Middle School Principal 
, Dave Radovich- (218) 729-6695 ext. 1310 

Student Activities Director/ Administrative Assistant 
Gary Bowen- (218) 729-8874 ext. 1112 



Youth Organizations: 

Hermantown · 
Rick Stanich 

Steve LaFontaine -

Hermantown Youth Soccer 
President Todd Steen 

. Upper Division - Sharon Danie son 
~'r."t.!;;Y.ii:?'!s~~1 Lower Division - Chris Morris -

~:'."sin:c-v~:a41 The peak usage of this recreation facility is fall , spring and summer. All 
activities that occur on this site are during these seasons. Parking 
requirements, physical restrictions, medical issues and special, social , 
cultural, ethnic or economic issues are unknown at this time. 

Major Project Elements: 

This project is for a city wide plan for an outdoor recreation facility for 
Hermantown, MN. The major elements that will be addressed in this 
project are increasing the functionality of the site as well as the 
beautification involved in making the site appealing to the users. The 
current athletic fields are to be renovated and there will be the addition 

, of more athletic fields to make this complex justifiable in hosting larger 
scale tournaments to increase revenue and tourism to the city. Other 
than the athletic fields on the site other elements will include a skate 
park, playground, pedestrian circulation (bicycle and walking) and 

-· parking. There is a creek that runs through the site and that needs to 
be more pronounced, because it will add another beautiful element to 
this site making this recreation complex stand out from the rest . 

Site Information: 

:--.-""4.:::iic;i This site is located in Hermantown, MN which is a small town just west 
~ --,of Duluth, MN. It is located in St. Louis County which is the largest 

county in the state, square footage wise. The site I chose is located on 
~-_.two major roads in Hermantown. It is located on the corner of Maple 

Grove Rd. and Ugstad Rd. All of the Hermantown schools are located 
within two miles of this facility as well as the police department and Cit 
Hall. This site is of particular interest because it is where I grew up and 
went to high school and I was not fortunate to have a high quality 



recreational facility like the one that I am proposing. The site provides 
what others do not in the fact that this cities population is climbing at 
dramatic rate and property values have all gone up as well. The 
population of Hermantown has increased 1 0.2 % over the last year 
which shows that this is a necessity for this growing community. Site 
Inventory includes: Partl: Historical/socio/political/ economic 
(Economic base, demographics and History). Part 2: Geographic (site 
location, streets and boundaries, transportation links, site area major 
landmarks site topography and views. And Part 3: Physical 
(Ecological/Environmental Issues, solar orientation, prevailing winds, 

. annual precipitation, acoustical characteristics, vegetation, geology, 
1;~~"~.:"i::=::i1111~_..~~ soils and Hydrology. 

Project Emphasis: 

~'!'Bl"..-..!!The thesis will examine the necessity that humans have for recreation. 
A historical comparison with the past will be done to establish familiar 

~11\1.~~~threads with life today. The beautification of the site is the main 
emphasis of the project. In doing this connections throughout the site 
will create opportunities to beautify the site to make it more appealing 
to the user. Another emphasis will be the addition of larger concession 
areas and plazas and the renovation of the athletic fields on the site to 
generate greater notoriety to the site; hosting tournaments of larger 

' scale games will be easier and will produce revenue and tourism for the 
city of Hermantown. 

A Plan for Proceeding: 

, Critical stages included : 

1. Site inventory and Analysis 
a. Soils 
b. Vegetation 
c. Existing elements 
d. Opportunities and constraints 

2. Research 
a. Site history 
b. Case studies 

3. Development 
a. Concept generation 
b. Site design 
c. Perspective drawings 



Proiect Introduction: 

This thesis project proposes the necessary requirement for 
expansion and renovation of the existing recreational facilities in 
Hermantown, MN. The addition of new fields, a new skate park and 
plantings will solve the requirement mentioned above. The existing 
facilities are being run down from constant use from the community 
and the facilities are starting to get overwhelmed by the growth of the 
city. A problem is starting to arise because of all the new development 
the city is doing makes the existing recreational facilities seem sub par 
and outdated. The proposed facility will create more opportunities for 

• 1 the city of Hermantown. It will provide more activities for kids and the 
_t~;f?l:;~, renovation of the baseball and softball fields with the addition of a 

better concession area and new community garden will attract more 
attention. Opportunities to host tournaments will generate a lot of 
tourism to the area; which tourism brings in revenue for the city. The 
main issue will be the increasing the functionality and beautification of 
the site by creating better pathways and incorporating native plant and 
grass species. The master planning will also address a more functional 
parking area for the complex. 



Town History: 

In 1872 August Kohlts was granted the first homestead in the 
Town of Herman. St. Louis County received its first taxes from the 
Town of Herman in l 872 . By the turn of the century, the Town of 
Herman had a population of 625. With the result of rumors that the 
government would be building a new seaway connecting Duluth with 
the East Coast, the town had its first land boom. The land sold for 
$250 an acre in 1897, compared to $12 .50 an acre forty years later. 
The township had grown by 300 people over the next ten years; the 

, town then built three new two-room schools, and had a town hall in an 
.L~i:bt~--=--• old one room school. In 1918 the growth of the township was set back 

by the great forest fire of 1918. There was hardly a building left 
standing ; among the buildings that were left were the three two-room 
schools, and a church. The Red Cross quickly helped rebuild the town, 
but in 1920 the population was down by 842 people. 

The Town of Herman would soon get another population boost 
from a new wave of homesteaders. In hard times of the Depression the 
government built about one hundred "subsistence homestead" projects. 
The idea was to move people trapped in poverty in the cities to new 
homes in rural or suburban locations. There were only two such 

' projects assigned to Minnesota and one of them was in the Town of 
Herman. These homes were called the Jackson Project and were 
completed in 1937. The 84 homesteads had a brick veneer farmhouse 
and half had an addition of a garage-barn combination. Families would 
be able to raise its own food and use the profits from selling any 
surplus to work off debt to the government. These houses sold for an 
average price of about $2,687.40 plus interest. 

Twenty years later another wave of population growth came to th 
Town of Herman. They were suburbanites of the l 950's who came 

- from Duluth for its low taxes, country living space and good school 
district. The Air Force also had a big influence on the growth of the 
town. The construction of a l 05 family housing units on base brought 
120 new students to Hermantown school district. 

The Town of Herman was then influenced by a more local form of 
---~-=-igovernment in 1974. The neighboring city of Duluth announced its 

....,,__.......-\ intention to annex two-thirds of the township in order to keep its 
population over the l 00,000 mark and retain its first class city status. 
The town was outraged, because it was all ready to be designated a city. 
And on February l l , 1975 the Municipal Commission declared that on 
December 31 st of that year the Town of Herman could become the City 
of Hermantown. As it stands today the population at the last census 
was at 7,448, and there is no population decrease in sight. 



Site Description: 

The complex as it stands today is 360,000 sq. ft . The importance 
of this site is the location within the city limits of Hermantown that is 
rapidly growing. The population of the town is at 7,440 and the 
population of its neighboring city Duluth is 86,918. The whole 
metropolitan population of this area is about 244,000 people. 
Demographically the city of Hermantown is 97.3% White , .4% Black, .8% 
American Indian and Alaska Native, .5 % Asian, and .6% Hispanic. 

Demograhpics 

1~~1 
White 
Black 

o 3 Am. Indian 
0 4 Asian 
■ 5 Hispanic 

In l 999 the existing football field on the North end of the site 
saw its final days as the city was proposing to create a new football 
field behind the high school. As this field stands today it is just and 
open turf area that occasionally gets used for youth soccer games and 
pick-up touch football. Fichtner Field is the primary attraction to this 
complex ; it is the full sized baseball field located at the Southwest 
corner of the site. This field has seen better days and is in need of 
some renovation. 



The climate of Hermantown, MN is considered humid continental. 
The average monthly temperature varies from a minimum in January of 
1 degree F to a maximum July temperature of 75 degrees F. The 
average annual precipitation for the year is about 28 inches with the 
majority of precipitation falling from May until August. 

Average Temperatures 

6iiyiijw 

Jan Feb Mar AfX May Ju'> JI.I Aug Sep oa Nov Dec 

Site Orientation: 

Precipitation 

2■ 

o~~---+-+--+-+--<---4---4--1--1---+~ 
Jan Feo Mar AfX May Jll1 "Aug Sep oa NovDec 

Hermantown is located just west of Duluth in the Northern part of 
' Minnesota. The existing complex named Fichtner Field complex is 

located by two major roads within the Hermantown city limits. It is 
located on the corner of Ugstad and Maple Grove Roads. These are 
major arteries located within Hermantown; Maple Grove Road connects 
Highway 2 to the major business district of Duluth, MN, and 
Hermantown High School and Middle School are located on Ugstad 
Road; just a couple of miles down from the existing complex. 

i 
=''"" ~., . ..... _._ 

Minnesota 

City Map of Hermantown 

""'· 



Goals and Obiectives: 

• To provide a recreational facility that will comply for the comfort 
level and safety of the users as well as maintaining the standards 
of the community's new development trend. 

• The athletic fields will be adequate to hold larger scale games to 
generate revenue and tourism to the community of Hermantown. 

• The complex will provide a safe environment through proper 
circulation techniques to limit the number of possible injuries 
between pedestrians and vehicles. 

• The use of native grasses and plants to beautify the site to make 
it more enjoyable for the everyday user. 

• To provide more diverse recreational activities for the citizens of 
Hermantown. 



Proiect Justification: 

Hermantown's recreation facilities are starting to wear down from 
constant use from the community and are being overwhelmed by the 
growth of the city. This ideal design project will participate in the 
discourse about how Hermantown will adapt to the future of the city. 

+ Hermantown's Recreational Opportunity: 

Hermantown has a great opportunity to have a state of the art 
recreational facility. The constant use from the community is proof that 

~-~1 this community needs a better recreational facility. The town is 
constantly growing and is just outside of 
Duluth; many residents are starting to move out of the city and into the 
surrounding towns. With this being the only recreational facility, the 
growth of the city is starting to overwhelm the area. The opportunity 
arises with the creation of better facilities for the kids in the area to 
help create more activities. By renovating this facility it will create more 
opportunities to host more events and activities at this site, by hosting 
more events and activities this will help generate revenue for the 
community and bring the community closer together. 

+ Landscape Design Trend 

The opportunity of this recreational facility will provide more 
activities for the residents of Hermantown as well people visiting from 
other areas. The addition of a new skate park, larger and newer nature 
trails and community garden arouses interest along a broad spectrum 
of human interests. The existing ball fields are adequate enough to be 
played on however with the growth of the community it will benefit the 
town by being renovated to keep the facility state of the art. By keeping 
this area well maintained it will draw more attention and be considered 
to host larger events such as tournaments that will generate tourism 
and revenue to the community. 



+ My Own Justification 

My personal background of this site is my main justification for 
this project. I grew up playing baseball on this facility and I had a lot of 
opportunities to visit many other facilities. By seeing other recreational 
facilities only made me realize how desperate the town is in need of a 
newly renovated park. I have always been intrigued by sports and have 

~~i~-=~1always wanted to design a baseball/recreational complex. This project 
will be beneficial for me in future job opportunities in designing parks 
and recreational facilities. 

Proiect Emphasis: 
The thesis will examine the necessity that humans have for 

recreation. A historical comparison with the past will be done to 
...._~_establish familiar threads with life today. The beautification of the site 

is the main emphasis of the project. In doing this connections 
throughout the site will create opportunities to beautify the site to make 
it more appealing to the user. Another emphasis will be the addition of 
larger concession areas and plazas and the renovation of the athletic 
fields on the site to generate greater notoriety to the site; hosting 
tournaments of larger scale games will be easier and will produce 
revenue and tourism for the city of Hermantown. 

Design Emphasis: 

In many designs of recreational complex's it seems that they just 
place the playing fields wherever there is room and the consideration of 
pedestrian traffic flow is not accounted for. Also the consideration of 
diverse activities for residents is not looked at. Today the pedestrian 
movement is a key design element in designing a functional recreationa 

-,...---=ci complex as well as providing a wide range of activities to accommodate 
most people's interests. One complex that I will focus on is Rio Vista 
Community Park located in Peoria, Arizona. This parks main focus is 
the addition of sporting and recreational facilities and the addition of 
passive pedestrian walkways and picnic areas. The following 
description of Rio Vista Community Park will explain the background 
and process of this project. 



Bae kg round-

Situated in a prominent area in central Peoria between the Agua Fria 
Freeway and the New River Channel, this will be the city's first 
community park. This 52 -acre site will be home to a wide array of parks 
and recreation facilities , including a 5-plex softball area, a soccer/ multi
use field complex, a recreational center with a gymnasium and special 
events plazas, an urban lake, a skate park, multi-use trails, large and 

~~~~~, small group armadas, passive picnicking areas, and parking. The park 
' will serve as a primary city activity center and as an example for future 
Peoria parks that incorporate highly diverse facilities . 

Process-

Rio Vista Community Park 
<www.oaconsulting.com> 

GROUP RAMADA AREA 

Key design challenges include: balancing active and passive facilit ies , 
- meeting intensive sports field needs, providing appropriate buffering 

between the park and the Loop l 01 and between the park and adjacent 
residential areas, development of a new park entry and main access 
road adjacent to New River while addressing traffic issues, coordination 
of improvements with the Flood Control District, and providing sports 
field lighting that does not impact nearby residents. (Reference: 

:~-.....:..:iwww.oaconsulting.com) 



Case Studies: 

Case Study #1 

Rio Vista Community Park 
Peoria, Arizona 

Description: 
Rio Vista Community Park is a large scale recreational complex with 
many activities ranging from baseball/softball to skateboarding and 
plenty of trails for the hiking and biking enthusiasts. 

Case Study #2 

Colonel Francis J. Beatty Park 
Mecklenburg County, NC 

Description : 
Colonel Francis J. Beatty Park is a 270 acre park with a man made lake, 
soccer and softball fields, tennis and volleyball courts, mountain biking trails, 
hiking and interpretive nature trails , playgrounds, and a park maintenance 
facil ity. 



Case Study #3 

Council Bluffs Recreational Complex 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 

COUNCIL BLUFTS REOtEATIOS COMPLEX 

'-------------~------ngm 

Description: 
This is an 83 acre complex which includes 8 full size soccer fields, 4 
adult softball fields, 2 youth/fast pitch softball fields, 4 baseball 
fields, 2 concession restroom buildings, 1 playground area, 2 meeting 
rooms and a maintenance facility. 

Case Study #4 

Fargo Skate Park 
· ' Fargo, North Dakota 

Description : 
This facility is made of formed concrete and contains challenges for the 
beginner, intermediate, and advanced athletes. 



Existing Vegetation: 

There are numerous types of trees and grasses that are existing on the 
site now. There is a collaboration of Silver Maples, Lindens, Ashes, 
Oaks, Birches, Spruces and Pine trees located in the masses of existing 
trees on the site. The native grasses that are prominent on the site are 
an assortment of Indian grass, Swithcgrass and Canada Wild Rye. These 
are a tall dry grass that usually grow near creeks and streams. 

• 20'-80' in height. 
• Greenish-blue color 
• Zone: 3-9 

• 20'-40' in height 
• Blue Green in Color 
• Zone: 3-8 

• 20'- 40' in height 
• Dark Green 
• Zone: 2-8 

Bur Oak (Quercus macrocarpa) 



• 15'- 45' in height 
• Green leaves and white bark 
• Zone: 2-9 

Paper Birch (Betula papyrifera) 

• 1 5'-60' in height 
• Green in color 
• Zone: 4-9 

Green Ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica) 

• 20'- 50' in height 
• Yellow to Green in color 
• Zone: 3-8 

American Linden (Tilia americana) 



• l 5' -50' in height 
• Blue- Green in Color 
• Zone: 3-8 

do Spruce (Picea pungens) 

• 6'-8' in height 
• Red/Brown in color 
• Zone: 2-8 

arum) 

• 24"-36" in height 
• Green to Brown in color 
• Zone: 3-8 

Elymus Canadensis) 

• 4'-6' in height 
• Cream/Tan in color 
• Zone: 4-9 

Indian grass (Sorghastrum nutans) 



Design Intent: 

My design intent for this project was to restore and revitalize a 
recreational complex that is in desperate need of restoration. This 
projects main goal was to rehabilitate existing features and to better 
the functionality of the existing site. The project incorporates the 
expansion and beautification of the site. This project consists of the 
renovation of the existing baseball field with the addition of plantings 
around the site. The addition of a larger concession area with large 
plazas to accommodate more people will make it an area ideal for 
hosting tournaments. The renovation of the old football field will be 

. , turned into a large open turf area so it can be utilized by youth soccer 
1~~t~~~*;,-;•~~_..~ 1and youth football games as well as a wide range of outdoor activities. 

There will be an addition of a new skate park to replace the drab old 
one to accommodate the increasing popularity of the sport among kids. 
On this site I also incorporated a large community garden to give the 
site an added feature to attract people with other interests rather than 
physical activities. The last item that I designed for this complex is a 
large discovery playground to entertain younger kids that are brought 
to this site. Furthermore, the master planning consists of better 
parking and pathways to make it easier for pedestrians to move around 
the complex. There will be 250 parking spots to accommodate 
numerous users for the different activities on the site. The parking lot 
consists of medians that will give the lot an attractive look but also uses 
numerous Green Ash trees to shade the parked cars on hot summer 
days. 



Soi Is: 

35-15 

UR-5B 

30-68 

UR-SB 

UR-58- URBAN LAND-NORMANNA-CANOSIA COMPLEX, 0 TO 8 PERCENT SLOPES 

30-48- NORMANNA-CANOSIA COMPLEX, 0 TO 8 PERCENT SLOPES 

30-2A- HERMANTOWN-CANOSIA-GIESE, DEPRESSIONAL COMPLEX, 0 TO 3 PERCENT 
...,.;.,....._.,1 SLOPES 

~.._ .... 30-68- NORMANNA-ALDEN LAKE-CANOSIA COMPLEX, 0 TO 8 PERCENT SLOPES 

35 -15- BOWSTRING AND FLUVAQUENTS LOAMY, 0 TO 2 PERCENT SLOPES FREQUENTLY 
FLOODED 

*Note- All of these soils have been disturbed from the exisitng ball fields and are not 
prone to flooding . The only soil that is prone to flood ing is 35-15 which is located 
around the creek. 



Site Analysis : 
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000 QrS • d.iy . fllleft:rtnce 
wwiN.dot.1,m usl. 

Fictnne, flf:ld i s t o.lsung INsdt•II 
f.eld loattod 1n tht Sotllhwtst comtr of 
the IKf'Hllonll complex site. Fo, the 
mo'it Pi" thl\ ~ d k In 90N sh~. 
~ . lhre v• some thm,gs that 
need 1m prow:men1 UKh as the: fencu. 
dugouts And wrne CMMt' • euhetk com 
poMr'II \ ID ttw flf'ld 

Site Analysis & Inventory 
T ere Is an extstlng pond on the s ite: 
wll lc:h 11, f illirty \ m.r,11 ;,nd <ould tw 
npil~d 10 make It a mOft ptomiMnl 
fNIUlt. on tht Stlt ll cookf be uu•u:e:d 
fOf ftshln9 In tht summtf ,11nd could bt: 
tum~ IAlO a s k.1ong rink tn tht! Wlnlt.t . 

t u nun9 partu ng '°CS nttd to 
ltt , tMOale.d. r~ht MW they art 
&.rtie sl•lu or nph• h wuh no ch11 • 

¥tu Tht addJt lon of me.dllns and 
1rtts will 91-n: thew ~ rk1rtg lou a 
good loolt as well as shading ca.rs 
In hot s ummer months . 

I\ i \ lht Olsllng cone~ • 
Ion aru and sk11t park 
ht concession art.a nttds 

• nt w building .u we.II H • I•,~ pt.l a to accommo 
d.llt mOft people th.at vtsll 
tht silt ~ t 1us11ng skate 
pMk is JUU too sm•II and 
thf'(f' in' l10l tnough cha.I 
ltnl)H for tht bt:glnnt r 
'lk&lt litoudtr ll Wt:11 U. !ht 
•dYilf'lud A MW sute. 
Plrk wtll bt: dt:s~Md 10 
hand le tht 9fowth of the 
oopuLlmy or the. spon 

The.st. tw0 fltkfs art the 
o:isung soflb.111/hn le 
It.ague fietds loc:ued wi'lhtn 
lht complex. Some t tno 
vMlon ntt<b 10 bt: doM: to 
host moft 11amtt and the 
addibon M more blt:K htn 

Thts build ing Is 1tw 
e,i11un9 Hu man1own 
Clr, Hall and ll'ubhc 
Worts buHdlng. Tht City 
h.111 ;and pubtk works 
bulldlng ts fflO\llng a 
mllt down the. sue.et 
along M•~t <iro'l't ftd 10 
a new bulldtng wh1eh w111 
bt: a fOOd opponun,ty 10 
tUfn 1hls bulldlft1 Into an 
lnfonnal!on bulldln9 for 
the complu 



0 pp o rt u n it i es : 

Site Accessibility- This site lies on the intersection of two major roads in 
Hermantown. This makes this site easy to find and is very noticeable 
from these streets that see around 24,000 cars a day between the two. 

Large Site- At approximately 360,000 sq. ft. this site has plenty of room 
for the addition of gardens, plazas and areas for activities to make this 

· , site more state of the art. 
J 

Soils- The soils throughout this site are impacted and drain very well 
which will help it from flooding in massive amounts rain. This site also 

1 dries up fast during the spring so people can utilize this site sooner 
than later. 

Habitat- There is a good number of animals that inhabit this area which 
adds an extra element to the tranquility of the site. 

Expense- This project could be costly with the addition of numerous 
paved trails and plazas, as well the placement of all ready developed 
trees and shrubs. 



Perspectives and Details: 

This is a perspective looking 
North East through the parking 
connection between the big 
league field and the little 
league field. This area was 
once open for through traffic 
but the decision to close it off 
was made to limit the 
interaction between 
pedestrians and vehicles. 

This is a perspective looking 
south at the existing Fichtner 
Field. The addition of a path will 
make it easier to move around 
the site. And the addition of 
more trees around the outside 
of the field will help frame the 
baseball field. Keeping the 
grass area near the field open is 
important; giving people the 
opportunity to see the playing 
field while entering the site. 

This is a perspective looking 
South through the concession 
plaza. This view shows the 
character added to the plaza 
with different paving patterns 
and the addition of planters 
giving the plaza new life. 



This is an aerial view of the 
concession plaza. This view 
shows more character of the 
plaza as well as the 
connections to the small 
baseball field and the 
transformation from one plaza 
to another. This plaza has a 
friendly and inviting 
appearance and will hopefully 
encourage people to visit this 
site over and over again. With 
the water feature, canopies 
and tree planters that give the 

t plaza and recreational complex 
a state of the art look, this will 
hopefully attract users from all 
over bringing more tourism to 
the city of Hermantown. 

This is a perspective looking 
North East through the 
community garden plaza. This 
plaza adds a nice feature and 
pronounced entrance into the 
community garden. The 
community garden is a series 
of paths that runs through 
planted trees and shrubs to 
give this complex another 
feature to attract people to this 
site. 

This is a perspective 
looking at the bridge 
crossing over miller creek 
that runs through the site. 
This is a nice feature to the 
site and this perspective 
shows the nice vegetation 
and the soothing look that 
the creek creates. 



This is an aerial view of the 
expanded skate park for the 
complex. This is a formed 
concrete park and has 
components that will challenge 
the beginner as well as the 
advanced skateboarder. 

This perspective looking through 
the discovery garden shows the 
idea behind giving children a 
large play area to keep them busy. 
Children can use their imagination 
and expand their mental growth 
by playing with natural materials 
such as trees and rocks as well as 
playing on your standard jungle 
gym to improve their physical 
growth. This playground will 
keep kids busy while their big 
brother or sister is playing sports 
on the larger fields. 

This section shows the constructed wood bridge 
that crosses over the creek on the North part of the 
site. 
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T hl1 thHls prQJect proposes tht nectnar; rtQulrement for txPIJU~n and rtnovadon 
of tht ubMg rteru11on• f1tllltiu In Ht:rrNntown. MN The Mkfldon of new nekls, 1 MW 
skirt par\ and plandngs will sotw the requlruMnt mcndoMd abov•. The n 1Jtlng fadhdtt 
art being ru11 down from connant uie from the community Ind the f1c:llit1u art 111ntng to 
Otl OYtrwhtlmtd b¥ tht growth of tht dtv. A PJOb'tm II lwtlnt to l/tSt bKauM: of an the 
new dt'ltloc,mtnt tht cttv Is doing maku tht existing run.1Uonal fad1itlt.t sttm sub par 
and 01.ndattd, The p,vposed fM:llhy 'MN crutt fflOf'I opoo,1Unkle1 for tht city of Htmwt
u,wn, tt WIN p,OYKtt more IClMUU for ltlds It'd tht rtiWM.don of tht but.b.tl and tof\ball 
fitlcb with the .ddlllon of a bttter concuslon 1ru and MW community gardtn 'MU 1ttri1Ct 
"'°" atttntton. Opporturtltlu to host tDUrn&rntn~ wfN genuatt a lot of ux,rfsm to tht 
.,-u· whk:h tourism brings In rew:nut for tht city. The man Issue wtll bl UM 1ncn:11lng the 
functionality and btautffka1lon of tht site tr; crHUng bttttr s,ithwavs and lnc:orwarlng 
Nltw p&lnt and grass SPKMI, TIM muttr planfflng wlll also addrtSJ a more funcbOnaJ• 
pa,klng uu for the complu 

Project Emphasis: 
The thtsls will examine: tht necessity that human, have fOf rfl:ru1lon. A hlnortQi 

comp1rtson wtth th• pul w!II be done 10 HtAbllsh famlll.t,r 1hrt1d1 with 11ft lodliy Tht 
be1ue1nc.auon of the site 1, the m11n tmpharn of lhe proj«:t. In dOIAQ mt, coniwcuon, 
1hroughout the Site will crutt opponunlUu to beautify the site to make It men 1ppuUng 
10 the user Another emphasis wUI be the addition of lar9tr conuulon artu arwi pluu 
and tht rtnoo,11,on of tM athleuc ntlds on rht ,tte to gentratt grHttr nolortttv to tht ,ltt 
ho1Un9 1ourn1mt:nu of 11,vtr s-ult vames will ba • .,.._, and w,U product rt:vtnut and 
tourt,m for tM city of HtrmanlOIM\ 

Design Emphasis: 
In many des~m of recrHUOMI comc,laic's it'"'"' that they )u'1 plKe 1ht playing fltkh 

wtMrtwr thtrt It room and fflt: con11duation of pedntrian 1rafflc: now it no1 accounted for 
Abo the conttMnoon of dtwrM actrvtt>n for retldtntl It rt0t loobd at Today the~• 
trwl rnowmtnt It • kev design tltmcn1 In dls)9nlnQ I funcuORIII rKrt:Mton&il complo n 
WNII u providing• -'de range: of 1nMdt:1 to ,ccommod• mott ~•• lnttrtslJ 0.
compto that I wUI focut on 11 Rio Vlstli Community ,arit locatH In ~ Artrona. Thb 
parks rn,,n locut It Utt: 1Ckf1t1on of sporttng and rttrHlk>nal facllOff and the addttlon of 
PASIM ~,,...n w•ltwrav> .nd PKn~ •ff) TN fuHOWlr,v dtKtipUc>n of~ VIit• Com
muntty ,.,11 ~I up1aln the bec.k9round and proceu ol this PfOJ•« 

lackground-

Slw1M In I P'Of'tlMPI ., .. in ctntral Peof1& bttwttn d'tt A.g~ Frta frttWIY and tht 
Ntw atwr Chlnntl, thts wtn llt UM cttv'• first community PA"'- This S2·Krt lrtt: wtll bt 
home to a wtde lltlY of PMlu 11td r9Uff&lon f1clll1N:s, lnc:ludtnQ a S·plu lOftb.t,11 area. I 
IOCCW/ mutll ·UH fletd compleit. • recreabOMI ,..., wilh I gymnulum and sp4da,1 ...,.ntl 
plaUJ, 1n urban 11kt, • ,katt paric, muh:HJH 1r111, , 11,vt and MUN tf1N1P .,....., pnstft 
pknkkJng an11, and paridng The park will Hf'YI: u I prtmuy city activity center and u an 
example lot futurt ~• patkt that lncOfl'Clr&tt ttJgNy dtw.rM facllttin 

fl'roetH· 
l(ey detlgn ch~ Include b.1nong ICIM and pau,w fadlll,u , mMltng mtt:mlw 

sports fie6d need,. pn,ril6a"9 approprtaca bufhn"9 Nrween 1ha p&r1t and UM loop 101 and 
bttwttn fflt pant and ldjlceM mlditntllll IIUI, ~"'of. MW put entry Md fflilln 
acct:H ,o.d adjKant 10 New Rl¥tf -'a lddrt::H1ng trlfflt IHutl, coordlNIIOft of w.lP<Q¥t 

'"'"" .. , .. IM nood Controt Obtnct, Md ,,..,...di~ ,pom fitld h9hung thal dott not 
lfflPICI nNrbv ruldtnu ' UleftAMe .,,,,,,,, OICMIURlng COffl) 

Case Studies: 
Case Study #1 

0Ho1ptloni 
lk> V\Jtl Community Parlr. •••luge Kilt rtetut1onal compfn W'th many k'IMliH rangtno 
from b&H~l/softblll 10 1ltlttbcwdlng and pftmy or traits fOf the hiking &nd biking enthu,._, 
Hts. 

Caso Study #2 

Cok>nti Fr.,,(11 J. luttv Pant 
Mectr.1,nbu,v Counry, NC 

Existing Vegetation : 

T htrt •• numtrou1 ~ of lrtH and !ilfUSU that an 
w sdng on the sltt now. There Is • c~ of Siver 
Mapks, Unden,, Aiha, Oib, llrch1, Spn,c.a1 and Plne 
ttttJ loattd In tht ffllUU of existing lrtH on fhe lilt . The 
n.attw 9rusu that are prominent on the Sitt Is an u1ortmant 
of tndl1ngru1 SWlthcgrn• and CAn&di Wltd l ye. TheH .,. I 
1.111 d,y 9ra.u that usudv grow nu, uttb and Slrtams. 

II 
crnnA,tt-

.t.m.riunltndtn 
C>tsa,poon 
Cok>n~ ,-,.,.ct, J. lt:1ny l'utt 11 a 270 1ett paric -wtlh • man made 1.1kt toccu 1i,d softb&II 
fitk:tl, ttnnl, and vollrfbill coun1. mounwn bllr.lnlil iralls. hiking and tnterprflfw rmure 1,1111, 
Dlawrcx,ncb, and 1 ~ m&lnttna.nc:t fldlltv 

Case Study 113 

Councll llufft RtcrtltlOnll Complu 
Counctl lhdfs, Iowa 

Oueriptlon 
This Is an 13 acre co.np6n which lndudH I full SIH IOCCtt Htklt. ◄ adult softball Heldt, 2 

lndlMVfUs 

Canoda WIid 1tY1 

Added Ve.2,etation: 
youth/fasts,.kh softball fitldl . ◄ b&MNII n«kb, 2 conceuk>n ra1room bwlkf•nvs, I PYVgrvund T ht lddlllonal ..,.uuon thlt I wttl bt addlr,v to the 
area. 2 mNtlng rooms and• m11nten.nc.1 ftclltty. 111, is an usortlMnt ot trea tftat n aN rt-,., t.x1J1jng 

Case Study #4 

F11goSk1tehric 
Flf'Vo, North Oaltou 

On<rtp(loft 15- , _ ' 4 t 
Thtf f.ctl"Y II made of fonntd COf\Ctltt .,,, COM.Uni~-... for tt. be,g1nner. kttfflnedtaie. 
and ld¥MC.cd lltMlts 

on the Site wtth UM: addition of tht Spring Snow Cnblp
plff thll wtll bt plaod throughout tht l)(azu. The addJ 
don~ numeroui wildnowvs. rotts, ind tuNps wm alto 
N added Into the planting beds kKlted ttwouQhout tM 
communt_!Yg~ 

Auoned-. lotw'd 2 ol I 
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Soils: 

B 

UIMI- URIAN LAHO-NORMANNA-CANOS&A COMPWt OTO I PEAC1NT SLOP£S 

JCHI· NOAMANNA<AN051A COMfUX, 0 TO I PEltCEHT SLOPES 

30-ZA· HCRMANTOWN-CANOSIA-(;IESL OlPRUSK>NAl COMPUX. 0 TO J PUCENT SLOPES 

)0-61 NOi.MANNA Al0£NlAKE<ANO~A CD,IPtfX, 0 TO I PU.CENT Sl.O,CS 

JS-15· IOWSTR.ING ANO fUNAQUEHTS LOAMY, 0 TO 2 'flctHT SLOf'D Fa(QU£HTtV FL000(O 

•Nott- All of these tolls haw bMn disturbed from lht V1i1nne ball fields and art not pn,ne to 
flooding The onty soil 1h11 II prone 10 flooding 1, JS•I S whKh II loClltd arovnd tn. oMk 

O.ee_ortunities: 
Site Accesslblllty· This sltt hu on tht 1n11r1tc11on of two m*r rotds In H.-mantown Th~ 
,,..., this lilt tHy to flnd and II vey noUC:Hblt- from thfft: llrttlJ thlt ... around 24,000 WI I 
day ..... " tht two 

Large Site-- Al upro•lmattty 160,000 .a. ft. ous lite hit &>ffflty of room fOf' UW: add11on of 
e,atdtn,, plu.• MCI.,.. fOf actvldet IO make ttHs sltt mor1 stete of the an 

SollS· Te JOll1 throughou1 this sttt • lrnpletff Mid dr1ln wry '#IU whkh ¥rill h«tp h from 
noocUn9 WI ma,iv. lfflCM.lntt rajn, Thb 1tlt ltlO drta YP fut durir.g th 1: 1p,tng ,o PNINI: can 
utlllze this 1li. sooontr that! i.-., 

Habitat· Thtre ts a good number of animals U\11 lnhabtt this 1r1a whtch adds an 1x1r1 e"1Nm 
10 the qnqu&l1ty of the site 

Constraints: 
Expense-- TNs p,otea Qklld be a>1ttv Wlffl ma lddtton of n1.1rnet'OUS ~ 
twit Ind pl.u..M. as .. 11 the plac:atMnt of aN f'UOt' dentoped ''"' and shf'ubl 

TN1 aru 11 ttlt UIIIJng okf ' 
foocb&.11 twd thM has an 
opponunhy to tum Into ooen 
fl~ turf artL With praptr 
maJnttnanct tM1 could be 1 
nl<t turf &rtl for I Vl/1ttV of 
OU1door1atvtdc1 ·-,_ . ◄ i L J_ .~~_' 

This II tM txln,ng 
Cretk rhit runs throug: 
the ftOt"th p,11 of tht 
Sitt. This crffk adds 1 
nkt 1ranqu1I element to 
1h11 complex, howevtr 
could POH I orobltm 
for noodlf\9 and wat 
JOiis. 

The rOMf Nnnln9 No,tt, and 
South 11 utstad loMI and -
ro.d Nnnffli Wt Mld We,t 
lt~Crawlload Thete 
an two ~ roads tMt run 
ttwou,h HerruntoWn. Maptt 
Crow 106d hQ an 1pp,o11l
mate_..... ct.itv trlfflc of 
10,000 to I Z.000 an I div 
Ind UgHM lltoad Ifft 
approx.lmatttv 7,000 • I. 
000unact...,. (lllfliranc:e www.dot.,..._.., 

nchllll'f f"",eld It tt4 .. lltlftf bueball 
Otld lout.ct In tht SouthMlt CorMr of 
the rKrtM•on.i ~ 1"11 For N 
mof1 part rhlt '-kt 11 In 9ood shape, 
~ - there.,., some thlng, ch• 
nHd ~prowmtnt t!JCh a, thl hncts, 
dUgouU tnd IOffll other Uld'lt1k COffl· 
pl)nfflbtolhefltfd 

.. 11un9 p.,-\in9 ktt:t nttd IO 
bt rtnovawd rlghl now Jhty .,, 
targ,e slabs of uphalt w.tth no ct,.,-. 
Ktl1" The adchon of l'Mdlans tnd 
lrffl '#II 91¥1 these prlt.._ng lots I 
good look• WIii U 1hadl1t9 tltl 
In hoc IUfflfMf months 

!
This Is the txlsttft9 conu1-
11on aru Md 1k111 park. 
Tht conctstlon 11u nttds 
a new b1.1lldlng u Mil as a 
woe .. to accommo
d«tt more peopN that 'llllt 
the sit.I. Thi txtSUnQ skate 
pane Is Just too 11MII and 
thtre art not ,nouott ctw
l1:n9U for th1: bl:9lnntr 
111.111 boardflr as wtll 11 lht 
actv&n<td. A 11N' 1k111 
park wMI be dulgMd to 
hlndt. ihe 9rawth of lht 
popullrttv of iht IPGM 

Thn• two ft1ld1 art the 
.. m1nv softb1ll/lml1 
IHQUI fields located within 
the complu. Some r1no
va1lon n11ds io be done 10 
holi more gamtt and the 
lddlUon ol more b'11CMr1 

This bUllcUnv •I tttl 
exht•"9 KtrmantoWn 
OCv Han and P\.lbhc 
WOrtJ bu1ld1n9 Tht cltr 
hall and pl.lblic \lllfOfts 
bulldlng ts movtn; a 
mllt down tht Sttfft 
&JonvW.., .. Growld to 
I MW butldln9 which will 
be I good oppor11.1ftlfY to 
rum m11 ~ikUnv Into an 
lnfo,rn&tk>n bulldlriQ for 
IN comptu. 

ICWdJo/6 

Nfk Thom1U1 -Jth yea, LA 
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Design Intent 

MY dHIQn lnttnt for 1h1S pn)JKI WIS to rutort and 
rtVfWln a rtaudonal complu that Is In desperate 
nttd of rutor.tlon. Thlt projects m.in go1I was to 
rehablltw:t lllht1ng ftatUtH •nd 10 bcner the 
furic.llonal1ty of the u:lsthlQ site. Tht projtet 
htcorporatu the u:panslon and be:au1IRcadon of the 
site. This proJtc1 conslstJ of tht rtnovation of 1ht 
tJClstlng butball field with the adcffdon of ptanllngs 
around tht. site. Tht addition of a larger conunlon 
arta wtth large pla.us 10 accommodate more people ¥rllH 
makl It an area lduf for honing 1ournamt1nU. Tht 
renOY•tJon of lht: old foottMU neld wUI bt wrMd lrno 1 
latvt optn turf area so It can bt utllli.td bV vc,uth 
SOCUt and youth footblJI garnu IS '#lll u I wtdt range 
o( outdoor actMOH The •ddlllon of I MW skatt park, 
to replace the drab old one to accommod&tt the 
lnaeul~ populartty of the 1pon among kkh. On this 
site I also Incorporated a large community garden ro 
give tht 111-r an added fu1utt to 1nr«1 ~• wkh 
other Jnttruu rather thin physic.at actMties. Thi last 
item th.c I dul9nt1d for 1h1t complex fl a l&rve d6Kov• 
tJV playground to en1utaln youngtr ltldl that a,. 
brou;ht to thll the. Furthermore, the master plannl~ 
conslsu of batter PM'\lnV and pathways to mu, 11 
us/er for pectutrtans to mc,yt arovnd 1ht c.omplu. 
Tlwre wlll bt 2SO S)Mtlng spou 10 1ecommod111 
nume.rou, users for the d1ffer1m a«Mties on tht 1111 
Thi pat\ln9 lot consllU of medians tha.t WIii give the lot 
an anractJYt loolt but als.o u.es numerous c;,...,, Alh 
""' 10 shade the parlittd can on ~t summer d&V' 
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1 . PupectM looking u ~g LHgu. F~ld. 

This Is • perspea:IYI looking Nonh Ent through the 
p&rklno conntClton bttwttn lhl big lugut fltld and 
the llnfe league fltld. Thl1 aRl was once op«n fof 
ttvouoh traffic but the dKt,ion to clon It off wu 
midi to llmlt the Interaction between pedutmn1 
&ndveMdH 

lhls Is I PfrptCtM looking soulh at the 
exlulng AchtMr fltkt. Tht: addltlon of 
a path wltl rnakt It udtr to mOYf 
around the site. And tht lddlton of 
nun trffJ Mot.Ind the ouuldt of the 
fleld wOt help frwne the butblll (ltld , 

.,\~ :::'~1::0~:::;~~-~!';e~~ 
opponunlty 10 IN tht pl,vlng fltld 
whllt entering the site. 

S. "-npec:ttye of brtdgt ni,and"1g ovtr ""' 

Th!S II I persp,KUVt looking ll tht bridge C,OHlnQ 
owr miller crnk th• runs through the site. This It 1 
rMce feature IO the site and this perspecttYt shows the 
m« -..geu:tlon •nd the sootNno look lhai che creek 
trtllU 

J. Ptrspec,;Nt. of c.onctsslon plau 
This Is a perspective looklng South through tht: concts
slon plaza. This vfew shows tht charKter addtd 10 the 
pla.u with d lffertnt pavtng panem, and the addition of 
planters gMng 1ht plan new llft:. 

This Is an Hria/ view of th• conc:nslon 
pl&zL Thl1 I/JN1 shows more citMacter 
of the pla.u as wtll as the conn«:Hons 
IO lht small bueblll neld and the trans· 
formation from Ont plaza to another 
This plau has • frlmdtv and 1nv1tlng 
appca,1nc1 and wlll hopefulty encourage 
people to visit this Sitt~, and owr 
1911n. With the wa«:r f11turt:, c.,noptu 
end 1ret p lanters that glw tht pl1u and 
-.ue•lonal camptt,c a shlte of the att 
look rhl, MIi hopefully aroact unrs 
from all 0\14!1 bnnvlng more tourism to 
$t dty of Hlrmamown. 

I . M rtal of Skate hrt.~ 
This 11 an atr1al vtew of tht up1ndtd skate park fOf' the 
complu. ThrS Is• formed concrete park and has compo
nents that wUI ch1lltnge tht btglnnar II w.1111 the 
advanced Sklttbolrdtr. 

Thls penl)Ktlvt looking 
•hrough tht: dlSCO"lflV 
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Proiect Details: 

There are many project details within the plaza that are associated with 
the development of this recreational complex. These details are a large 
part of the design and need to be incorporated to make this design 
successful. The following is a list of the required details for the 
complex: 

-Paving -Bleachers 
-Lights -Picnic Tables 
-Water Fountain -Benches 

-Skate Park -Parking 
,~:lf;1;::-) -Concession Stand 

The site is approximately 360,000 square feet. Most of the fields are 

1 existing and there is adequate room for the addition of many elements 
such as the ones I listed above. There will be 2 50 parking spots to 
accommodate the users for this site. 

'C9".__ 

Paving: 

The paving around most of the site is a standard 1' x 1' concrete t ile. 
This paving pattern is located on all of the paths surround ing the site 
and within the large concession stand plaza. The other type of paving 
pattern that will be place on the site is a gray ashlar stone that 
surrounds the concession stand. 

tile 
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mortar 
bed 
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0 p, 
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cleavage backer 
membrane rod 

Paving Detail 
http://www.ctioa.org/ reports/ fr42 .html 
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The lights throughout the site are an old fashioned cast aluminum 
street light. These lights are to be placed throughout the entire 
recreational complex and primarily throughout the concession stand 
plaza. They are made of a black cast aluminum with a standard high 
pressure sodium halide bulb, which are primarily used in street lights. 

Cast aluminum street light 

The water fountain located in the concession stand plaza is a standard 
• concrete water fountain. It is supported by concrete footer and wall 

with a standard spray nozzle located in the center of the fountain. 
Water is continually recycled through the drain back to the spray nozzle 

_ pump. 
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Water Fountain 
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Parking: 

The site will include four parking lots; two located near the baseball and 
softball fields and two located near the information center. There will 
be 250 parking spots and include handicap spaces for people with 
disabilities. The parking lots will include medians with trees to give the 
parking lot a nice aesthetic feel. 

Concession Stand: 

There will be a new larger concession stand built on the site in will be 
octagonal in shape to allow many different areas to purchase 
refreshments. The buildings fa~ade will be made of salmon and slate 
concrete blocks to give the building a nice look on the outside. 

' The bleachers placed throughout the site are a standard silver 
stationary aluminum bleacher. 

Aluminum Bleachers 

http://www.onlinesports.com/pages/1.CP-NB041 5.html 
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Picnic Tables: 

The picnic tables that will be placed around the site are a formed 
concrete base and the umbrella has an aluminum frame and commercial 
grade "A" 8 oz poly 600 thread count 3M scotchguard canopy. 

Concrete picnic tale with umbrella. 

Canopy: 

The two canopies that are located within in the concession stand are 
also made of aluminum with a commercial grade "A" 8 oz poly 600 
thread count 3M scotchguard canopy. These canopies will only be 
seasonal and taken down before winter and put up in the spring. 

Aluminum canopy. 



Benches: 

The benches throughout the site will be made of cedar with a cast iron 
frame. The cedar is a good wood for outdoor benches because it is 
weather resistant. 

Cedar wood bench. 
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Previous Studio Experience: 

2nd Year 

3rd Year 

4th Year 

Fall: International Peace Gardens/ Matt Chambers. 

Spring : NDSU Fountain and Main Avenue Bridge/ Dennis 
Colliton. 

Fall : Oriska Arboretum and Chicago Riverfront/ Matt 
Chambers. 

Spring: Rocking Horse Farm Development and Expression 
of Masonry in the Landscape/ Tim Kennedy. 

Fall : Urban Design Lowertown Recreational Complex/ Fran 
Kratky. 

Spring: Trucker's Inn Bioremediation and Livelihood of the 
Land/ Catherine Wiley. 



"You know a lot of people go to school for seven years ." 
"Yeah, they're called Doctors." 

I would like to dedicate this project to my family and friends for giving me the 
support that I needed to make it through these seven years. Thank You. 




