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In 1986, the Chernobyl disaster shook the world, leaving a scar on the land and a wound in the hearts of those who 
lived through it. In response, an architectural thesis project has been proposed - a memorial development in the 
heart of Pripyat that seeks to honor the victims, celebrate the resilience of the human spirit, and restore the beauty 
of this “ghost town”.

A unique elevated path system will serve as a bridge between the past and the future, enabling visitors to explore 
the surrounding landscape without disturbing the natural environment. It is a testament to the power of human 
ingenuity to restore what was lost and to create a new beginning. As visitors walk along the elevated paths, they will 
be reminded of the fragility of this tragic site and the importance of preserving it. The design of the path system 
allows for wildlife to continue to roam freely, creating a harmonious relationship between humans and nature.

In addition to the path system, this development will feature hotel pods, viewing towers, and a memorial center. 
The hotel pods offer a unique opportunity to stay close to the site and fully immerse oneself in the experience. The 
viewing towers provide visitors with views of the surrounding area and a place to stop and reflect, and the memorial 
center is an immersive tribute to the victims of the disaster and a symbol of hope for the future. 

This thesis project proposes the implementation of phytoremediation, or using plants to remove and detoxify 
pollutants from the soil and water.The implementation of this process in the Chernobyl Exclusion Zone will aid in the 
restoration of the land and promote the growth of vegetation, creating a more sustainable and resilient environment.

The Chernobyl tourist development and memorial is a place of reflection, remembrance, and education. It is a 
reminder of the power of resilience and the hope that can emerge from tragedy, a tribute to the beauty of nature, 
and a symbol of the human spirit ’s ability to create something beautiful out of darkness.

T H E S I S  A B S T R A C T
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T H E S I S  N A R R A T I V E

The night of the Chernobyl disaster was a moment in history that tested the resilience of the human spirit. It was a reminder of 
the fragility of life, and of the importance of working together in times of crisis. It was a testament to the courage, strength, and 
compassion of the human heart. It was a time of unspeakable sorrow, pain, and loss. It was a moment in history that changed the world 
forever, leaving an indelible wound on the hearts and minds of all who lived through it. 

The tragedy had left its mark, a scar on the face of history that can not be ignored. The once bustling town was evacuated of all human 
life and now lays a ghostly reminder of a dark moment in history.

But amidst the pain and devastation, there arises a glimmer of hope. The land, once scarred by the disaster, has begun to heal. Nature, 
resilient and determined, beginning to flourish once again. The once-barren landscape has become a lush and vibrant ecosystem, 
teeming with new life and energy. Birds sing in the trees, and wildflowers bloom in the fields. Deer and other animals roam freely, 
unencumbered by the worries of the past.

And so with the land, a vision blossomed for a better future, a way to honor the memory of those who were affected by the disaster, 
while also bringing new life to the region. A vision of a world where the lessons of history were learned and applied. A place where 
sensitivity, safety, and caution were of the utmost importance, but where hope and growth could still flourish.

A place of remembrance and education, where visitors learn about the disaster and its impact on the world. A place where the 
survivors can find healing and support, where they could rebuild their lives and find new opportunities.

For the survivors, this development is a beacon of hope, a sign that their suffering had not been in vain. For the visitors, a place of 
learning and reflection, a reminder of the importance of safety and caution in our world. And for nature, a sanctuary, a place where it 
can grow and thrive, a symbol of the power of life to overcome even the greatest of tragedies.

This development could stand as a testament to the resilience of the human spirit, a symbol of the power of hope and determination. A 
place where the memory of the past was honored, and a brighter future was forged.

 The night of April 26, 1986, will forever be remembered as a moment of unimaginable horror and heartbreak. It was a night 
that shattered the peace and tranquility of a once-quiet town, leaving in its wake a trail of devastation and despair that would echo 
throughout history. Phones rang out in the dead of the night, and as they answered with groggy confusion, they would have no idea 
that the voice on the other end would change their lives forever.

That voice, thick with fear and urgency, say the words that would change the world as we knew it. “There’s been an accident,” they say, 
words tumbling out in a rush. “We need your help. We need everyone’s help.”

Ordinary plant workers, firefighters, and selfless volunteers quickly dress, kiss their loved ones goodbye, many for the last time. They 
shake off the fog of sleep as they make their way to the burning power plant. The night air was cold and still, with the palpable sense 
of impending despair.

These brave first responders were heroes in the truest sense of the word. They risked their lives to contain the disaster, knowing full 
well the consequences of failure. They worked tirelessly, in the face of unimaginable danger, to prevent the spread of radiation and to 
save thousands of lives. But despite their bravery, the toll of the disaster was immense.

On a bridge just a few kilometers away, a group of innocent people drove on, unaware of the danger that was creeping ever closer. 
As the radiation cloud descended, panic took hold. The people on the bridge fled, abandoning their cars as they ran for their lives. But 
even as they sought safety, the radiation had already begun to take its toll. Skin burned, hair fell, and organs began to fail, the full force 
of radiation sickness was taking its hold 

As the night wore on, the true horror of the disaster began to unfold. The air was thick with the smell of burning metal and chemicals, 
the sound of sirens filled the air, and the sky was illuminated with a sickly orange glow.

The people of Ukraine and Belarus, who had been living in the shadow of the power plant for years, were suddenly thrust into the 
midst of an unimaginable tragedy. Families were ripped apart, children lost their parents, and entire communities were left to mourn 
their dead. The world watched in horror as the true scale of the tragedy became clear.
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T Y P O L O G Y

The typology of the proposed tourism development in Chernobyl can be described as a combination of 
cultural tourism and eco-tourism. Cultural tourism refers to tourism that involves travelers seeking out and 
engaging with cultural experiences and attractions, such as historical sites, museums, and traditional festivals. 
The proposed development in Chernobyl aims to preserve and celebrate the cultural and historical significance 
of the site through the creation of interpretive facilities and guided tours that provide educational resources 
for visitors. The development also involves local involvement and economic support for the community, which 
are key components of cultural tourism.

Eco-tourism, on the other hand, refers to tourism that is focused on environmentally responsible and 
sustainable practices. This type of tourism involves travelers seeking out experiences that allow them to 
connect with and appreciate the natural environment. The proposed development in Chernobyl also aims 
to protect and celebrate the unique natural environment of the exclusion zone. This includes preserving the 
flourishing nature that has emerged in the wake of the nuclear disaster, as well as implementing sustainable 
tourism practices that minimize the impact of visitors on the environment.

Overall, the proposed tourism development in Chernobyl represents a combination of cultural and eco-
tourism, with a strong emphasis on responsible and sustainable tourism practices. By balancing the 
preservation of the area’s cultural and natural significance with the economic benefits of tourism, the proposed 
development could offer a model for responsible and sustainable tourism development in other areas.

E C O  T O U R I S M

C U LT U R A L  T O U R I S M
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NATURAL PRESERVATION: By implementing preservation 

techniques into this proposal, it will protect the now 

flourishing natural environment and wildlift to stay relatively 

untouched and allow nature to continue to prosper.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT: Involving the local 

community in the development and management of the 

tourism facilities to ensure that the economic benefits of 

tourism are shared and that the development is respectful 

of local customs and traditions.

VISITOR MANAGEMENT: Implementing measures to 

manage visitor numbers and ensure that tourism activities 

do not negatively impact the environment or the cultural 

and natural heritage of the region.

SAFETY AND RISK MITIGATION: The project would involve 

implementing safety and emergency protocols to ensure 

the safety and well-being of visitors and staff, as well as 

measures to protect the area’s cultural and natural heritage

M A J O R  P R O J E C T  E L E M E N T SC L I E N T /  U S E R  D E S C R I P T I O N

The client/user for the proposed tourism development in Chernobyl would likely be a diverse group of individuals 

who are interested in cultural and historical experiences, as well as sustainable tourism practices. This could include:

 History and culture enthusiasts who are interested in learning about the impact of the Chernobyl disaster and  

 its significance to the local community and the world.

 Eco-tourists who are interested in experiencing the unique natural environment of the exclusion zone and  

 supporting sustainable tourism practices that minimize their impact on the environment.

 Local residents who could benefit from the economic opportunities that could arise from the development, as  

 well as opportunities to participate in the development and management of the tourism facilities.

 Researchers and academics who are interested in studying the social, cultural, and environmental impact of the  

 Chernobyl disaster and the subsequent tourism development.

 Visitors interested in exploring the region in a responsible and respectful way and gaining a deeper   

 understanding of the cultural and natural heritage of the area.

The proposed tourism development in Chernobyl aims to cater to a diverse range of individuals while also ensuring 

responsible and sustainable tourism practices are implemented. By providing a balanced approach to tourism 

development, the development could help promote cross-cultural understanding and ensure that the area’s cultural 

and natural legacy is preserved for future generations.

SITE PREPARATION: The project would involve preparing 

the exclusion zone for visitors, including clearing hazardous 

materials and assessing the safety of the area for visitors.

INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT: The project would 

involve the construction of necessary infrastructure, such 

as roads, transportation services, and accommodations, to 

support the safe and comfortable movement of visitors 

throughout the area.

SUSTAINABLE DESIGN: The project would involve 

Developing infrastructure and facilities that are 

sustainable and environmentally responsible to minimize 

the environmental impact of tourism, such as waste 

reduction, renewable energy sources, and responsible 

visitor behavior.

CULTURAL INTERPRETATION: The project would involve 

the creation of interpretive facilities and guided tours 

that provide educational resources for visitors, including 

exhibits and displays that highlight the cultural and 

historical significance of the area.
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S I T E  C O N T E X T

Pripyat is an abandoned city in northern Ukraine’s Chernobyl Exclusion Zone, which stretches along the border with Belarus 

and encompasses an area of around 2,600 square kilometers. The community was founded in 1970 to accommodate the staff 

and families of the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant and is located about 16 kilometers north-west of the power plant.

Pripyat was once an active city with a population of 50,000 people. The city was planned as a model Soviet city, complete with 

modern buildings, parks, and amenities including swimming pools, theatres, and sports facilities. However, after the Chernobyl 

incident in 1986, the city was evacuated and has since been abandoned. 

 

Pripyat’s site context is one of cultural and historical significance, as well as a unique natural environment. The city’s abandoned 

structures and infrastructure bear witness to the disaster’s impact on the local community, and the location is regarded as 

one of the most significant places of the twentieth century. In the absence of human activity, the natural ecosystem of the 

exclusion zone has thrived, with numerous rare and endangered species of plants and animals discovered in the area.

P R I P Y A T

C H E R N O B Y LLOCATION:  Pripyat, Ukraine | 51°24′17″N 30°03′25″E

CLIMATE:  Dfb (warm-summer humid continental climate)

AREA:  3.089 Sq. miles

POPULATION:  0 | 49,000 in 1986

STATUS:  Abandoned, fully isolated city.

F i g u r e  0 4
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P R O J E C T  E M P H A S I S P R O J E C T  G O A L S

CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL PRESERVATION: The proposed tourism development should aim to preserve 
the cultural and historical significance of the area. This can be achieved through the development of 
interpretive facilities, guided tours, and educational resources for visitors, which highlight the area's history 
and provide context for the abandoned buildings and infrastructure.

NATURAL PRESERVATION: The proposed tourism development should aim to minimize the impact of 
visitors on the natural environment and preserve the unique natural heritage of the exclusion zone. This 
can be achieved through the implementation of sustainability measures, responsible visitor behavior, and 
natural preservation measures such as reforestation and wildlife conservation.

SAFETY AND RISK MANAGEMENT: The proposed tourism development should prioritize the safety and 
well-being of visitors and staff, as well as the protection of the area's cultural and natural heritage. This can 
be achieved through the development of safety and emergency protocols, risk assessments, and protective 
measures to prevent damage to the site.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT: The proposed tourism development should involve working with local 
communities to ensure their involvement in the development process and to provide economic support 
for the local community. This can be achieved through the development of community-based tourism 
initiatives, local employment opportunities, and the promotion of local businesses.
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PRESERVATION OF CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL HERITAGE: The primary goal of the project should be to 
preserve the cultural and historical significance of the area and to raise awareness about the impact of 
the Chernobyl disaster. This can be achieved through the development of interpretive facilities, guided 
tours, and educational resources for visitors, which highlight the area's history and provide context for 
the abandoned buildings and infrastructure.

PRESERVATION OF NATURAL HERITAGE: The project should aim to preserve the unique natural heritage 
of the exclusion zone by minimizing the impact of visitors on the environment and implementing natural 
preservation measures such as reforestation and wildlife conservation.

SUSTAINABILITY AND RESPONSIBLE TOURISM: The project should be developed in a sustainable and 
responsible way, which prioritizes the well-being of visitors, staff, and the environment. This can be 
achieved through the implementation of sustainability measures, responsible visitor behavior, and the 
promotion of environmentally friendly practices.

SAFETY AND RISK MANAGEMENT: The project should prioritize the safety and well-being of visitors and 
staff, as well as the protection of the area's cultural and natural heritage. This can be achieved through 
the development of safety and emergency protocols, risk assessments, and protective measures to 
prevent damage to the site.
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P L A N  F O R  P R O C E E D I N G S C H E D U L E

HISTORICAL ANALYSIS: Conduct an in-depth historical analysis of the site, including the events leading up to the Chernobyl 
disaster, the immediate and long-term impacts of the disaster, and the cultural and historical significance of the site.

RESEARCH: Conduct an in-depth literature review on the context of the site, the impact of the Chernobyl disaster, sustainable 
tourism practices, and responsible tourism development.

SITE ANALYSIS: Conduct a detailed site analysis to assess the current state of the site and its potential for tourism development. 
This should include considerations such as site access, infrastructure, safety, and environmental conditions.

CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT: Develop a comprehensive concept for the tourism development, including proposed facilities, 
services, and activities. The concept should be tailored to meet the needs of the target market, while also respecting the cultural 
and historical significance of the site.

DESIGN AND PLANNING: Develop detailed plans and designs for the tourism development, including architectural plans, 
landscape design, and infrastructure development. This should include consideration of sustainable development principles and 
responsible tourism practices.

FINAL REPORT: Compile all research, analyses, plans, and designs into a final report that details the proposed tourism 
development and its potential impact. The report should also include a discussion of the sustainability and responsible tourism 
practices that will be implemented to ensure the long-term success of the development.
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Fall Semester:
SEPTEMBER:
Conduct initial research and literature review
Begin site analysis

OCTOBER:
Complete site analysis
Develop project goals and objectives

NOVEMBER:
Historical context
Develop main concept for tourism development

DECEMBER:
Begin design and planning phase
Continue gathering historical context

WINTER BREAK:
Continue to work on design and planning phase

Spring Semester:
JANUARY:
Continue to work on designing and planning
Finalize all precedent studies 

FEBRUARY:
Finalize design and planning phase
Begin finalizing final thesis book

MARCH:
Begin finalizing all board deliverables
Finalize all design aspects

APRIL:
Finalize board design and hang upstairs
Finalize presentation deliverables

MAY:
Final Presentation
Complete final report and thesis
Prepare and submit final presentation
GRADUATE!
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02. HISTORICAL & 
CULTURAL CONTEXT

F i g u r e  0 5
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H I S T O R I C A L  C O N T E X T

The history of the Chernobyl area is long and complex, with evidence of human habitation dating back to prehistoric times. The 
area was part of the Kievan Rus, a medieval state that was centered in Kiev, and it was subsequently part of the Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth in the 17th and 18th centuries. In the late 18th century, the region was annexed by the Russian Empire and was 
renamed the Chernigov Governorate.

After the Russian Revolution of 1917, the Chernigov Governorate became part of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic and was 
later incorporated into the Soviet Union. In the 1960s and 1970s, the Soviet government initiated a nuclear power program to meet 
the growing demand for energy in the country. As part of this program, the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant was built in the 1970s.

The disaster at the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant on April 26, 1986, had a significant impact on the Soviet Union, which was al-
ready facing economic and political instability. The explosion and subsequent fire released a massive amount of radioactive material 
into the atmosphere, contaminating a wide area and causing serious health and environmental problems.

The Soviet government initially attempted to cover up the disaster, delaying the evacuation of nearby towns and downplaying the 
severity of the accident. It was only after the radiation was detected in other countries that the Soviet government acknowledged 
the extent of the disaster.

The disaster raised questions about the safety of nuclear power and the role of the Soviet government in managing the crisis. The 
Soviet Union's handling of the disaster, including its initial cover-up of the event, contributed to growing criticism of the government 
and ultimately contributed to the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991.

Today, the Chernobyl Exclusion Zone, which covers an area of approximately 1,000 square miles around the nuclear power plant, 
remains largely uninhabited. However, in recent years, the area has become a tourist attraction, with visitors coming to see the aban-
doned buildings and the wildlife that has returned to the area. Despite the ongoing risks and challenges associated with radiation, 
the people of the region have shown resilience and adaptability in the face of this tragedy.

F i g u r e  0 6
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H I S T O R I C A L  T I M E L I N E

1970: Construction begins 
on the Chernobyl Nuclear 
Power Plant, located near 
the city of Pripyat in the 

Ukrainian SSR.

February 4, 1970: The 
foundation stone is laid for the 

city of Pripyat, which is intended 
to house the workers and their 

families from the Chernobyl 
plant. The city is located just a 
few kilometers from the plant.

1972: Pripyat is officially 
established as a city.

1977: The first reactor at 
the Chernobyl plant begins 

operation.

April 27, 1986: The Soviet 
government begins to evacuate 
the nearby city of Pripyat and 
other surrounding areas. This 

evacuation will eventually affect 
around 116,000 people.

May 1986: A concrete 
sarcophagus is built to 
enclose the damaged 

reactor.

1987-1990: Cleanup efforts are 
conducted at the site, including 

the removal of contaminated soil 
and the construction of a new 

protective structure around the 
damaged reactor.

1991: The Soviet Union 
dissolves, and Ukraine 

becomes an independent 
country.

2000: The Chernobyl 
plant is officially shut 

down.

2004: The Ukrainian 
government begins efforts to 
turn the Chernobyl Exclusion 
Zone, the area surrounding 

the plant, into a nature 
reserve.

2016: A new, larger 
protective structure is built 
over the damaged reactor, 

known as the New Safe 
Confinement.

April 26, 1986: A test at the 
Chernobyl plant goes wrong, 

causing a reactor to explode and 
a fire to ignite. The explosion 

releases radioactive material into 
the air, which spreads across 

much of Europe.
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A P R I L  2 6 ,  1 9 8 6

On April 26, 1986, at 1:23 am, reactor number four at the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant in Ukraine experienced a catastrophic 
explosion during a routine safety test. The explosion released large amounts of radioactive material into the environment and 
ignited a fire that burned for nine days.

Immediately following the explosion, plant workers tried to shut down the reactor, but the control rods became stuck and the 
reactor went into meltdown. The explosion and subsequent fire released a massive amount of radioactive material, including 
iodine-131, cesium-137, and strontium-90, into the atmosphere.

As the plume of radioactive material spread, it traveled across Ukraine, Belarus, and Russia, with the wind carrying it as far away as 
Sweden and Finland. The release of radioactive material led to the evacuation of over 100,000 people from the immediate vicinity 
of the plant, and the creation of a 1,000 square mile exclusion zone.

In the days following the explosion, emergency responders worked to put out the fires and contain the release of radioactive 
material. This involved sending in workers to manually remove debris from the reactor and building a concrete and steel 
sarcophagus to encase the destroyed reactor.

The Chernobyl disaster had a lasting impact on the region and the world. The immediate effects of the explosion and radiation 
exposure resulted in the deaths of 31 plant workers and firefighters, with many more suffering from acute radiation sickness. The 
long-term health effects of the radiation exposure are still being studied, with estimates ranging from several thousand to tens of 
thousands of premature deaths.

The explosion and the subsequent handling of the disaster by the Soviet government also had political implications, leading to 
increased scrutiny of nuclear power and the eventual fall of the Soviet Union. The disaster also brought attention to the need for 
improved safety standards and procedures in the nuclear power industry.

F i g u r e  0 7
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1:00 am - The night shift begins at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant. Workers are preparing for a test of the reactor's turbines.

1:23 am - The reactor's output drops to just 7% of its normal capacity. The workers try to restore power to the system, but the 
reactor's instability becomes increasingly apparent.

1:26 am - The reactor experiences a sudden power surge, which leads to a steam explosion that destroys the reactor's roof and 
causes a fire. Two workers are killed instantly, and others are seriously injured.

1:30 am - The plant's on-duty staff sounds the alarm, and the off-duty staff is called in to assist with the emergency response.

2:00 am - Emergency services are notified of the incident, but the seriousness of the situation is not yet fully understood. The initial 
reports describe a fire at the plant.

4:00 am - Local fire brigades arrive on the scene and begin to fight the fire. They are not aware of the radiation danger and do not 
take adequate precautions. As a result, many of them are exposed to high levels of radiation.

6:35 am - The first helicopter arrives on the scene to drop sand and boron on the reactor in an attempt to control the fire and prevent 
a nuclear explosion. However, the helicopter's rotor blades are damaged by the radiation, and the mission is unsuccessful.

7:00 am - The decision is made to evacuate the nearby town of Pripyat, which is located just 3 km from the plant. The evacuation is 
chaotic and disorganized, with many residents forced to leave behind their belongings and pets.

8:00 am - The fire continues to burn out of control, and radiation levels are rising rapidly. The plant's operators and emergency 
responders struggle to contain the situation, but their efforts are hampered by the lack of protective equipment and training.

11:00 am - The evacuation of Pripyat is underway. Buses arrive to transport residents out of the city, but the process is slow and 
confusing. Many people are not told the full extent of the danger and are not given adequate guidance on where to go or what to do.

2:00 pm - The Soviet government finally acknowledges that a serious accident has occurred at the plant. They issue a statement to 
the media, but the information is limited and downplays the severity of the situation.

6:00 pm - The first group of plant workers and emergency responders arrive at the hospital with symptoms of acute radiation 
sickness. The hospital is quickly overwhelmed, and many of the patients die within days or weeks.

10:00 pm - The decision is made to start digging a tunnel beneath the reactor to prevent the spread of radioactive materials to the 
groundwater. This is a risky and difficult operation, but it is deemed necessary to avoid a catastrophic nuclear explosion.

T I M E L I N E  O F  E V E N T S
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S O C I A L  &  C U LT U R A L  C O N T E X T

Chernobyl was not only an environmental tragedy, but also a social and cultural one. The accident had a significant influence on the 
residents of the region, both immediately and in the years that followed.

Tens of thousands of people were displaced from their homes, which had a significant impact. The Soviet government erected an 
exclusion zone surrounding the reactor, forcing residents of nearby towns and villages to flee. Many people had their homes and 
livelihoods destroyed, and others were never able to return.

The calamity also had a huge impact on the region’s economy. Thousands of jobs were lost as a result of the Chernobyl plant’s closure 
and the exclusion zone that was established around it. The accident also harmed agriculture and tourism in the neighboring area.

The Chernobyl tragedy had a social and cultural impact, as well as a loss of trust in government institutions. The Soviet leadership 
originally attempted to minimize the gravity of the catastrophe, resulting in widespread misinformation and misunderstanding. This lack of 
openness weakened popular trust in the leadership and contributed to the Soviet Union’s final demise.

The calamity has had a significant impact on the region’s cultural character. Several small towns and villages with rich cultural histories 
and traditions were included in the exclusion zone around the reactor. The displacement of these towns’ occupants, as well as their 
abandoning of their houses and way of life, had a tremendous impact on the region’s cultural fabric.

Efforts have been undertaken in the years since the disaster to conserve and commemorate the region’s cultural legacy. This includes 
projects like the establishment of museums and memorials, as well as efforts to encourage tourism in the area. However, the social and 
cultural consequences of the Chernobyl tragedy are still being felt by the inhabitants of the region.
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E V A C U A T I O N  &  D I S P L A C E M E N T

The evacuation and displacement of Chernobyl occurred in the aftermath of the April 26, 1986 nuclear tragedy. The explosion and following fire at 
Reactor 4 at the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant released a considerable amount of radioactive materials into the environment, forcing the evacuation 
of tens of thousands of people living nearby.

On the day of the tragedy, Soviet officials ordered the evacuation of Pripyat, which was only a few kilometers away from the facility. More than 50,000 
local residents were compelled to flee their houses, with only a few hours to pack their goods and depart the area. The evacuation was rushed and 
chaotic, forcing many people to abandon their dogs, personal belongings, and even family members who were unable to move.

In addition to evacuating Pripyat, the Soviet authorities established a broader exclusion zone around the plant, covering nearly 2,600 square kilometers. 
Over 115,000 people were forced to from their homes in the exclusion zone, which comprised many towns and villages. These people were moved to 
different parts of Ukraine and the Soviet Union, where they were given new homes and financial aid.

The large number of persons who were displaced had a tremendous influence on the social and cultural fabric of the impacted areas. Many people 
were forced to leave their homes, belongings, and way of life behind, and many struggled to adjust to their new circumstances. The evacuees’ 
psychological experiences were equally severe, with many developing despair, anxiety, and other mental health disorders as a result of their ordeal.

Efforts have been made in the decades since the accident to restore some sense of normalcy to the afflicted areas. Some residents of the exclusion 
zone have been allowed to return to their houses, despite the fact that the area is still highly contaminated and the risks of radiation exposure are 
severe. The tragedy has had a long-term impact on public perception of nuclear power, shaping public policy and views toward the technology to this 
day.

Despite the difficulties, the residents of the region have shown strength and resolve to reconstruct their lives. Today, a small number of residents have 
returned to their homes in the exclusion zone, and initiatives are underway to promote tourism and economic growth in the region. However, the 
disaster’s effect is still felt, and the region’s social and cultural backdrop remains complicated and multidimensional.
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P E O P L E  O F  C H E R N O B Y L

PLANT WORKERS: The power plant at Chernobyl was staffed by a team of engineers, technicians, and operators responsible 
for its operation. These workers were directly involved in the events leading up to the explosion and played a crucial role in the 
immediate response and containment efforts afterward. Many of them faced significant health risks due to their exposure to high 
levels of radiation.

LIQUIDATORS: After the explosion, a massive cleanup operation was launched to contain the radiation and prevent further 
damage. These cleanup workers, known as “liquidators,” were primarily composed of military personnel, firefighters, and 
volunteers. They were tasked with extinguishing fires, removing debris, and decontaminating affected areas. Their selfless efforts 
exposed them to dangerously high radiation levels, leading to severe health consequences for many.

EVACUEES: The immediate vicinity around Chernobyl was evacuated following the disaster to safeguard the population from 
radiation exposure. Approximately 116,000 people were relocated from the nearby town of Pripyat and the surrounding areas. 
These evacuees, who lost their homes and possessions, were forced to start their lives anew in other parts of Ukraine.

SCIENTISTS AND RESEARCHERS: In the aftermath of the Chernobyl disaster, a team of scientists, researchers, and medical 
professionals played a crucial role in understanding the impact of the accident and developing strategies for mitigating its 
long-term effects. They conducted studies on radiation’s effects on the environment, flora, fauna, and human health, providing 
invaluable insights into the consequences of the disaster.

JOURNALISTS AND DOCUMENTARIANS: Numerous journalists and documentarians visited Chernobyl to report on the disaster 
and its aftermath. Their work shed light on the extent of the tragedy, the environmental and human impact, and the subsequent 
efforts to recover and rebuild. The Chernobyl disaster continues to captivate public interest, and many documentaries and films 
have been produced to raise awareness and commemorate the event.
‘;
RESETTLERS: As time went on and the area surrounding Chernobyl began to recover, some people chose to return to their 
homes or resettle in the nearby towns and villages. Despite the remaining radiation risks, these individuals sought to reclaim their 
lives and rebuild their communities. The government provided support and infrastructure to assist in the resettlement process.
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T O U R I S M  I N  C H E R N O B Y L

F i g u r e  2 4

Chernobyl tourism has evolved into something unique and complex. It has evolved from a location of tragedy and misery to a destination 
that draws interested visitors from all over the world. Chernobyl has evolved as a popular destination for gloomy tourism, attracting tour-
ists eager to learn more about a region deeply entwined with tragedy and disaster.  Today, travelers are drawn to the evocative ruins of 
Pripyat, where time has stopped in the middle of rotting buildings, abandoned streets, and a lonely amusement park. Chernobyl’s allure as a 
gloomy tourist destination stems from its capacity to provide an uncomfortable peek into the disaster’s disastrous effects, allowing visitors 
to ponder on the human and environmental toll.

Chernobyl tourism provides visitors with an insight of the aftermath of one of history’s most horrific nuclear tragedies. It allows them to 
see firsthand the ruins of a once-thriving city that has been reclaimed by nature. The fascination of wandering Pripyat’s abandoned build-
ings, streets, and amusement park, combined with the somber ambiance, provides a strange experience that visitors find very moving. 
 
 
Chernobyl saw approximately 125,000 tourists in 2019, setting a new high for tourism in the region. Several causes can be related to the 
higher tourism rates. For starters, the Exclusion Zone is now open to restricted and guided visits by authorized operators, making it more 
accessible to the general public. These tours provide visitors with a structured and safe way to explore the area while ensuring compliance 
with safety protocols.

The increase in tourism to these sensitive areas can put additional strain on already fragile ecosystems and disrupt the natural balance.

Increased tourism to these vulnerable locations may put additional burden on already fragile ecosystems and upset natural balance. 
 
One of the key concerns is the possibility of radioactive material contamination and dissemination. While radiation levels in the Exclusion 
Zone’s accessible sections are typically regarded safe for short-term excursions, huge crowds of tourists can raise the danger of contamina-
tion. Environmental deterioration can be exacerbated by trampling over plants, soil erosion, and disruption of wildlife habitats. 
 
Increased visitor traffic can also result in increased garbage output, putting additional strain on waste management systems in these places. 
Improper waste disposal and a lack of recycling facilities can pollute water bodies, soil, and the surrounding ecosystem.As Chernobyl con-
tinues to evolve as a tourist destination, it is crucial for authorities and tour operators to strike a balance between promoting responsible 
tourism, preserving the historical significance, and safeguarding the well-being of visitors and the environment.
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E X C L U S I O N  Z O N E

A huge amount of radioactive material was released into the atmosphere as a result of the explosion and following fire at Reactor 4. As a result 
of the high levels of radiation present, an Exclusion Zone was formed to restrict public access. This Exclusion Zone includes the territory sur-
rounding Ukraine’s Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant. 

The Exclusion Zone is divided into several separate zones with differing degrees of contamination. The innermost zone is the 10-kilometer 
Zone of Alienation, which includes the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant’s near surroundings. This zone contains the deserted city of Pripyat. 
Only authorized employees are permitted to enter the Zone of Alienation for necessary duties and monitoring.

The 30-kilometer Exclusion Zone, which extends further into the adjacent countryside, sits outside the Zone of Alienation. This area contains 
deserted villages, towns, forests, and fields. While general entrance to the Exclusion Zone is forbidden, scientists, researchers, and approved 
tour operators are given limited access under regulated conditions. These visits enable researchers to investigate the long-term consequences 
of radiation on the environment, fauna, and ecosystems.

The wider Polesie State Radioecological Reserve surrounds the Exclusion Zone and acts as a buffer zone to safeguard the surrounding environ-
ment from further contamination. The reserve, which covers around 2,300 square kilometers, serves as a natural laboratory for investigating 
the impacts of radiation on ecosystems throughout time.

Following the Chernobyl tragedy, there was a large evacuation operation to transfer populations from the afflicted areas. The government took 
steps to limit the spread of radioactivity and confine the damaged reactor. The original containment building, nicknamed as the sarcophagus, 
was built quickly to enclose the crippled reactor. The New Safe Confinement, a gigantic steel arch created in recent years to replace the ancient 
and failing sarcophagus, has improved safety and stability.

The Exclusion Zone is still heavily policed today. It acts as a chilling reminder of the Chernobyl disaster’s devastation. While some areas of the 
zone remain toxic and pose health concerns to humans, wildlife has flourished in the absence of human activity. The Exclusion Zone has also 
received international attention and attracts travelers who want to see the area’s abandoned ruins and learn about the disaster’s history and 
ramifications.
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R A D I A T I O N  I N  C H E R N O B Y L

Zirconium-95

Molybdenum-99

Cerium-141

Cerium-144

Neptunium-239

Plutonium-238

Plutonium-239

Plutonium-240

Plutonium-241

Plutonium-242

Curium-242

Cesium-134

Cesium-136

Cesium-137

Stronium-89

Stronium-90

Ruthenium-103

Ruthenium-106

Barium-140

Krypton-85

Xenon-133

Plutonium-242

Curium-242

Plutonium-240

Plutonium-241

Plutonium-242

Curium-242

Tellurium-129m

Tellurium-132

Iodine-131

Iodine-133

Radionuclides Released during Chernobyl Explosion

Much of the release comprised radionuclides with short physical half-lives; 
long lived radionuclides were released in smaller amounts. Thus many of the 
radionuclides released by the accident have already decayed. Iodine-131 
and cesium-137 were two that caused the most concern from the accident. 
Iodine-131 has decayed, but cesium-137 and stronium-90 will continue 
to be present for the next several decades. Plutonium-241 turned into 

americium-241 and is expected to rise in the coming years.

Cesium-137

Iodine-131

Stronium-90

Americium-241

Cs-137 is one of the most significant long-lived 
isotopes released during the Chernobyl accident. It 
has a half-life of about 30 years and can remain in 
the environment for an extended period. Cs-137 can 
be taken up by plants and animals, leading to internal 

radiation exposure in organisms.

I-131 is a short-lived isotope that was also released 
during the accident. It has a half-life of about 8 days 
and is primarily a concern due to its potential to be 
absorbed by the thyroid gland, leading to an increased 

risk of thyroid cancer.

Sr-90 is another long-lived radioactive isotope that 
can be released during nuclear accidents. It has a half-
life of around 29 years and can contaminate soil and 
water. Sr-90 can enter the food chain through plants, 
and its accumulation in bones may lead to long-term 

radiation exposure.

Americium-241 is an artificially produced radioactive 
isotope of americium, primarily found as a byproduct 
of nuclear reactors. It has a half-life of approximately 
432 years and emits both alpha and gamma radiation. 
Americium-241 can be present in environments 
affected by nuclear accidents, potentially contaminating 

soil, water, and vegetation.

Following the Chernobyl nuclear disaster in April 1986, the emission of radioactive materials contaminated the area around the re-
actor. The immediate vicinity is still severely polluted and is off-limits to the public. Within the Exclusion Zone, radiation levels might 
be much greater than usual background radiation.

Cesium-137 (Cs-137), Iodine-131 (I-131), Strontium-90 (Sr-90), and Americium-241 (Am-241) are the principal isotopes of concern 
in Chernobyl’s radiation. Radiation levels fluctuate according to geography and proximity to the nuclear site. Because of the initial 
deposition of radioactive materials, the Exclusion Zone has hotspots with considerably high radiation levels. The “Red Forest” area, 
which is near to the reactor, initially had extraordinarily high radiation levels, although subsequent cleanup operations have de-
creased the levels to some extent.

Pripyat, an abandoned city near Chernobyl, also has elevated radiation levels, which vary depending on location and the effective-
ness of cleaning operations. The levels are altered by factors such as radioactive particle deposition and isotope decay throughout 
time.

It is important to note that radiation levels in Chernobyl have decreased since the accident as a result of cleanup efforts. Certain 
parts, however, remain severely toxic, necessitating strict safety precautions for anyone visiting the zone. Regular monitoring of 
Chernobyl’s radiation levels is critical for identifying hazards and adopting suitable safety measures. To safeguard the safety of the 
environment and public health, authorities such as the Chernobyl Exclusion Zone Administration and scientific institutions regularly 
monitor and research the radiation status.
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D O S E  C H A R T
Sleeping next to 
someone (0.05 uSV)

Eating one banana (0.1 uSV)

Living within 50 miles of a coal 
plant for one year (0.09 uSV)

Arm X-ray (1 uSV) or using a 
CRT monitor for 1 year

Dental X-ray 
(5 uSV)

Background dose 
received by an average 
person over a normal day 
(10 uSV)

Flight 
from New 
York to LA 
(40 uSV)

All doses in the green chart 
combined (~70 mSV)

lowest one-year dose linked to 
increased cancer risk (100 mSV)

Dose limit for emergency workers 
protecting valuable property (100 mSV)

Dose limit for emergency workers in life 
saving operations (250 mSV)

Dose causing symptoms of radiation poisioning 
if received in a short time (~400 mSV)

Severe radiation poisoning, in some 
cases fatal (2000 mSv = 2 Sv)

Usually fatal radiation poisoning, 
survival occasionally possible with 
prompt treatment (4 Sv)

Fatal dose, even with 
treatment (8 Sv)

Ten minutes next to Chernobyl 
reactor core immediately after 
explosion. (50 Sv)

Radiation Worker one-year 
dose limit (50 mSV)

Chest x-ray 
(20 uSV)

All doses in the blue chart 
combined (~60 uSV)

Living in a stone building for a 
year (70 uSV)

Yearly dose from potassium in 
the body (~400 uSV)

EPA yearly limit on radiation exposure 
to a member of the public (1 mSv = 
1,000 uSv)

Head CT Scan (2 
mSv)

Chest CT Scan (7 mSv)

Normal yearly background dose. About 
85% is from natural sources. Nearly all 
the rest is from medical scans (~4 mSv)

Dose from one hour on the 
grounds of the chernobyl 
plant in 2010 (~6 mSv)

Maximum yearly 
dose permitted 
for US radiation 
workers (50 mSv)

All doses in the red chart 
combined (~15 SV)

EPA guidelines for emergencies

= (0.05 uSv) =     (20 uSv) =     (10 mSv) =     (1 Sv )

Chart by Randall Munroe, and Ellen, senior Reactor Operator at the Reed Research Reactor. 
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R A D I A T I O N  I M P A C T S

HUMAN HEALTH IMPACTS:

ACUTE RADIATION SYNDROME (ARS): High doses of radiation 

received over a short period can lead to ARS, characterized by 

nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue, and in severe cases, damage to 

the bone marrow, gastrointestinal tract, and central nervous system. 

It can be life-threatening and requires immediate medical attention.

CANCER: Prolonged exposure to lower levels of radiation increases 

the risk of cancer, particularly leukemia, thyroid cancer, lung cancer, 

and breast cancer. The risk is cumulative, and higher doses of 

radiation further amplify the likelihood of developing cancer.

GENETIC EFFECTS: Radiation can cause DNA damage, leading to 

mutations in reproductive cells. These mutations can be passed on to 

future generations, potentially increasing the risk of genetic disorders.

LONG-TERM HEALTH EFFECTS: Chronic exposure to radiation may 

result in various non-cancerous health effects, such as cardiovascular 

diseases, cataracts, and impaired immune function.

ECOLOGICAL IMPACTS:

RADIATION IN ECOSYSTEMS: Radiation can affect different 

organisms within an ecosystem. High radiation levels can cause 

direct damage to plants and animals, resulting in mutations, 

reduced reproductive success, and even death. Additionally, 

radiation can disrupt the food chain by affecting primary producers 

(plants) and subsequently impacting herbivores and carnivores.

BIOACCUMULATION: Radioactive materials can accumulate 

in organisms through a process called bioaccumulation. This 

occurs when organisms absorb radioactive substances from their 

environment and store them in their tissues. As a result, the 

concentration of radioactivity increases as it moves up the food 

chain, posing risks to predators at higher trophic levels.

RADIATION AND BIODIVERSITY: High levels of radiation can lead 

to a decline in biodiversity in affected areas. Sensitive species may 

suffer population losses or local extinctions, disrupting the overall 

balance of the ecosystem.
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R E M E D I A T I O N  &  M I T I G A T I O N

MITIGATION TECHNIQUES:

PROTECTIVE MEASURES: In areas where radiation exposure 
is a concern, measures such as shielding, containment, 
and limiting access to contaminated areas are crucial to 
minimize human exposure.

DECONTAMINATION: Cleaning up contaminated areas 
involves various techniques, including removing and safely 
disposing of contaminated soil, water, and vegetation, 
and implementing measures to prevent the spread of 
radioactive materials.

MONITORING AND REGULATION: Regular monitoring of 
radiation levels in affected areas is essential for assessing 
risks and implementing appropriate safety measures. 
Government regulations and international guidelines help 
ensure radiation exposure remains within acceptable limits.

REMEDIATION EFFORTS:

Following the disaster, major cleanup activities were launched 
in order to reduce radiation levels and ensure the safety of 
the impacted areas. Immediate steps were taken to stabilize 
the damaged reactor and avoid future hazardous material 
emissions. The cleanup operation comprised decontamination 
measures such as removing and safely disposing of polluted 
soil, vegetation, and other items, which were identified as the 
most heavily contaminated locations. Buildings and structures 
were also decontaminated or removed, and procedures to 
manage toxic water sources were put in place. Natural decay 
of radioactive isotopes had a crucial part in lowering radiation 
levels over time. Furthermore, the installation of containment 
facilities like the sarcophagus and the New Safe Confinement 
has prevented further radioactive material escapes from the 
crippled reactor. 
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SHIELDING DESIGN: Incorporating shielding materials into the building design helps attenuate radiation. Dense materials like lead, 
concrete, or steel can effectively reduce the penetration of gamma rays and other forms of radiation. Shielding can be applied 
in walls, roofs, floors, and windows to minimize radiation transmission.Increase wall thickness to enhance shielding capabilities 
against radiation. The thicker the walls, the better the protection against gamma rays and other forms of radiation.

VENTILATION: Install ventilation systems with HEPA filters to prevent the infiltration of airborne radioactive particles into indoor 
spaces. Proper ventilation can help to reduce radiation levels indoors by removing contaminated air and replacing it with clean air 
from outside. Positive pressure ventilation systems can be used to maintain a higher air pressure inside a building than outside, 
which prevents contaminated air from entering the building.

DESIGN: The shape and layout of a building can also affect radiation exposure levels.
Rounded or curved shapes can help to reduce radiation exposure by preventing the buildup of radiation in corners or angles.

DESIGNATED DECONTAMINATION AREAS: Incorporate specific areas within the building for decontamination purposes, equipped 
with appropriate showers, change rooms, and waste disposal facilities.

CONTAMINATION CONTROL ZONES: Designate controlled zones within the building to separate contaminated and clean areas. 
This helps prevent the spread of radioactive particles and limits exposure to occupants.

RADON MITIGATION MEASURES: Emergency Shelter Design: Integrate dedicated emergency shelter spaces or safe rooms within 
the building, designed with enhanced shielding and ventilation systems, to provide a secure refuge during nuclear emergencies.

DESIGN STRATEGIES FOR RADIATION MITIGATION
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P H Y T O R E M E D I A T I O N

Phytoremediation is an innovative and ecologically friendly method of cleaning up contaminated environments by utilizing plants to eliminate or 
mitigate toxins. Because of their propensity to absorb and collect heavy metals and radioactive isotopes from the soil, sunflowers are particularly 
well-suited for phytoremediation.

Sunflowers have a deep root system that allows them to extract pollutants from both the surface and beneath layers of soil. Their roots release or-
ganic chemicals that increase the solubility and availability of pollutants, allowing the plants to more easily absorb and collect them.

Sunflowers could play an important part in the phytoremediation process at Chernobyl. The area around Chernobyl still has high amounts of radioac-
tive isotopes like Cesium-137, which pose environmental and human health threats. Sunflowers have demonstrated encouraging results in extracting 
and storing radioactive isotopes from soil.

The method begins with the planting of sunflowers in polluted areas. Sunflowers absorb radioactive isotopes from the soil, including Cesium-137, 
through their roots as they grow. The isotopes move from the roots to the stems and leaves, where they accumulate in plant biomass. This is re-
ferred to as phytoextraction.

Once the sunflowers reach maturity and have accumulated a significant amount of contaminants, they are harvested. The collected plant waste, 
known as biomass, can then be appropriately disposed of, preventing the toxins from spreading further. This carefully managed removal of contami-
nated biomass guarantees that radioactive isotopes are safely confined and do not re-enter the environment.

In addition to their phytoremediation capabilities, sunflowers offer other benefits in the context of Chernobyl. They have been discovered to aid in 
soil improvement by increasing microbial activity and nutrient availability. Sunflower plants also act as a windbreak and provide shade, limiting soil 
erosion and creating a more stable environment for subsequent remediation work.

Furthermore, growing sunflowers for phytoremediation can have socioeconomic benefits. It benefits local populations by giving jobs and assisting 
with the development of a sustainable agricultural business in the contaminated areas.

Sunflowers have demonstrated significant promise for phytoremediation, including the removal of radioactive isotopes like Cesium-137 from con-
taminated soils. Their ability to collect pollutants, rapid growth, adaptability, and other favorable ecological consequences make them an important 
tool in the cleanup of radiation-affected locations, including the Chernobyl area. We can contribute to the repair and recovery of the environment by 
harnessing the power of sunflowers, improving its safety and reducing long-term consequences on ecosystems and human health.
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04. PRECEDENT STUDIES
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T R O L L I G S T E N  N A T I O N A L  T O U R I S T  R O U T E
The Trollstigen Tourist Path, also known as the Troll's Ladder, is a scenic route located in Norway. It is considered one of the most spectacular and 
popular tourist destinations in the country. The Trollstigen is situated in the municipality of Rauma in the western part of Norway.

The Trollstigen Tourist Path is a narrow and winding mountain road that stretches for roughly 12 miles. The road features eleven hairpin turns, with an 
average gradient of 9 percent, and reaches an elevation of 2,790 feet above sea level.

The route is characterized by its unique architectural design, seamlessly blending with the natural environment. Along the Trollstigen Tourist Path, 
visitors can witness awe-inspiring natural wonders. There are also designated viewpoints, platforms, and walkways strategically positioned to offer 
panoramic views of the surrounding landscapes, allowing visitors to capture stunning photographs and immerse themselves in the beauty of nature.

To enhance the visitor experience, there is a visitor center situated at the top of the Trollstigen. The center provides information about the history, 
geology, and cultural significance of the region. Additionally, it offers facilities such as parking, restrooms, a café, and a souvenir shop. The visitor 
center is designed to blend harmoniously with the natural surroundings and provides an excellent vantage point for admiring the stunning vistas.
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CONTEXTUAL INTEGRATION AND SENSITIVITY: The project's success lies in its seamless 
integration with the natural surroundings and the careful consideration of the local context. 
Understanding and respecting the terrain, environment, and cultural heritage of the area are 
crucial for creating a harmonious and authentic tourism experience.

SUSTAINABLE INFRASTRUCTURE AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION: Incorporating 
sustainable practices and infrastructure is essential. Designing with an eco-friendly mindset, 
using renewable materials, and minimizing the ecological impact of the project can ensure 
the long-term viability and preservation of the destination's natural beauty.

VISITOR ENGAGEMENT AND EDUCATION: Providing opportunities for visitor engagement, 
education, and interpretation enhances the overall experience. Incorporating informative 
resources, interactive exhibits, and interpretive displays can help visitors develop a deeper 
understanding of the history, culture, and natural features of the destination.

SAFETY MEASURES AND VISITOR WELL-BEING: Prioritize visitor safety by implementing 
comprehensive safety measures, including well-designed road features, signage, and traffic 
management systems. Ensure the well-being of visitors by considering their comfort and 
convenience through the provision of necessary facilities and amenities.
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V I L L E R ’ S  A B B E Y  E L E V A T E D  W A L K W A Y

The project by Binario Architectes aims to enhance the experience of visitors to the 12th-century abbey ruins through the addition of an elevated walkway 
and a visitor center.

The elevated walkway provides a safe and accessible route for visitors to explore the ruins from an elevated vantage point. It seamlessly integrates with 
the historical context, offering panoramic views and minimizing damage to the fragile remains. The walkway allows visitors to appreciate the architectural 
details and the surrounding landscape while preserving the authenticity of the site.

Complementing the walkway, the visitor center serves as a hub for information, interpretation, and amenities. Designed with modern architectural ele-
ments, it harmonizes with the abbey ruins. The center features exhibition spaces, interactive displays, and multimedia installations, providing a captivating 
and educational experience. Essential facilities like restrooms, a café, and a gift shop cater to visitors' needs and enhance their overall comfort.

The project prioritizes accessibility and safety, ensuring that visitors of all abilities can enjoy the site. The elevated walkway offers an inclusive experience, 
allowing everyone to explore the ruins comfortably. Additionally, the designated paths and controlled access help protect the fragile remains from potential 
damage caused by unregulated exploration.
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K E Y  T A K E A W A Y S

Integration of Modern Elements with Historical Context: The project showcases the successful integration of modern architectural elements, such 
as the elevated walkway and visitor center, with the historical context of the abbey ruins. This approach emphasizes the importance of preserving 
the authenticity and integrity of historical sites while enhancing the visitor experience.

Preservation and Protection of Fragile Heritage: The project prioritizes the preservation and protection of the fragile abbey ruins. The design of 
the elevated walkway and controlled access paths helps minimize potential damage caused by unregulated exploration, ensuring the long-term 
preservation of the site's historical significance.

Visitor Engagement and Interpretation: The inclusion of a visitor center with exhibition spaces, interactive displays, and multimedia installations 
enhances the visitor experience by providing educational and engaging opportunities to learn about the history and cultural significance of the 
abbey ruins. This highlights the importance of visitor engagement and interpretation to create meaningful connections with heritage sites.

Accessibility and Safety Considerations: The project emphasizes accessibility and safety for visitors. The elevated walkway ensures that individuals 
of varying physical abilities can explore the ruins comfortably, while controlled access paths contribute to the overall safety of the site. These 
considerations reflect the importance of creating inclusive and secure environments for all visitors.
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C A M P  A D V E N T U R E  O B S E R V A T I O N  T O W E R

The Camp Adventure Observation Tower, situated in the Gisselfeld Klosters 
Forest in Denmark, is an architectural landmark designed by the firm EFFEKT. 
The tower’s slender, spiraling form rises above the forest canopy, providing 
visitors with a unique and immersive experience. At approximately 148 feet 
tall, it offers panoramic views of the surrounding forest, serene lakes, and 
distant horizons.

EFFEKT’s design for the tower combines wood and steel materials, creating 
a contrast with the natural environment while remaining harmonious with 
its surroundings. Its organic form and sustainable construction techniques 
ensure that the tower integrates seamlessly with the forest landscape, 
enhancing the overall aesthetic appeal.

The Camp Adventure Observation Tower is an immersive journey that unfolds 
along a continuous ramp. This carefully designed pathway allows visitors 
of all abilities to comfortably experience the tower’s remarkable views. The 
tower’s accessibility is a fundamental aspect of its design, with a gently 
sloping ramp ensuring that individuals with mobility challenges can partake 
in the experience. The tower is also the centerpiece of the larger Camp 
Adventure Park, which offers a range of outdoor activities and recreational 
opportunities, encouraging visitors to explore and immerse themselves in the 
natural splendor of the surroundings.F i g u r e  4 4
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K E Y  T A K E A W A Y S

The integration of architecture with nature The Camp Adventure Observation Tower exemplifies the power of innovative architectural 
design and its seamless integration with the natural environment. The tower’s slender, spiraling form and the use of wood and steel 
materials create a visually striking contrast while maintaining harmony with the surrounding forest. This highlights the importance of 
pushing boundaries and finding creative solutions that enhance both the aesthetics and functionality of a structure.

Immersive and Accessible Visitor Experience: The tower’s design prioritizes the visitor experience by offering an immersive journey through 
a continuous ramp. This ensures accessibility for individuals of all abilities, allowing them to enjoy the remarkable views. The focus on 
inclusivity emphasizes the significance of creating spaces that can be appreciated and accessed by a diverse range of visitors.

Environmental Sustainability: The Camp Adventure Observation Tower showcases a commitment to environmental sustainability through 
its construction techniques and materials. The use of responsibly sourced wood and the tower’s integration with the natural landscape 
minimize its ecological footprint. This highlights the importance of incorporating sustainable practices in architectural projects to minimize 
environmental impact and promote long-term ecological balance.

Destination Enhancement: The tower serves as the centerpiece of the Camp Adventure Park, attracting visitors to explore and engage 
with the natural beauty of the forest. It demonstrates the power of architectural interventions in enhancing destinations, creating unique 
experiences, and promoting tourism development in a way that respects and celebrates the natural environment.
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A U S C H W I T Z - B I R K E N A U  M E M O R I A L  M U S E U M
The Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum, located in Oswiecim, Poland, is a significant historical site and memorial dedicated to the victims of the 
Holocaust during World War II. It encompasses the Auschwitz I concentration camp and the Auschwitz II-Birkenau extermination camp, both of 
which played a tragic role in the Nazi regime's systematic genocide.

The museum serves as a solemn reminder of the atrocities committed during the Holocaust and aims to educate visitors about the horrors of the 
past while honoring the memory of the millions who lost their lives. It provides a comprehensive and emotionally impactful experience through its 
exhibits, preserved buildings, artifacts, and educational programs.

At Auschwitz I, visitors can explore the original camp buildings, including the prisoner barracks, administrative offices, and the infamous "Arbeit 
Macht Frei" gate. Exhibits within the museum showcase personal belongings of the victims, such as shoes, suitcases, and eyeglasses, allowing 
visitors to grasp the magnitude of human suffering and the devastating consequences of prejudice and intolerance.

Auschwitz II-Birkenau, the larger of the two camps, is a sprawling site with remnants of gas chambers, crematoria, and prisoner barracks. The 
vastness of the camp, as well as the haunting ruins, serve as a solemn testament to the scale of the Holocaust. Guided tours provide insight into 
the camp's operations, the lives of the prisoners, and the genocidal machinery employed by the Nazis.

The Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum also includes educational programs and exhibitions that delve into the historical context, Nazi ideology, 
and the stories of survivors. The museum's aim is not only to inform but also to provoke reflection, stimulate dialogue, and foster a commitment to 
prevent such atrocities from happening again.

Visiting the Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum is a profound and deeply moving experience that encourages visitors to confront the horrors of the 
past and actively work towards a more just and compassionate future. It stands as a vital reminder of the immense human tragedy of the Holocaust 
and the responsibility of society to remember, learn, and ensure that such atrocities are never repeated.
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Sensitivity and Respect: The Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum serves as a powerful example of how to create a memorial site that is both 
sensitive and respectful to the victims of the Holocaust. It approaches the topic with a solemn and thoughtful tone, ensuring that visitors 
are educated and informed about the atrocities committed without being sensationalized or insensitive.

Education and Awareness: The museum's focus on education and awareness is a crucial takeaway. Through exhibits, artifacts, and 
educational programs, visitors are provided with an in-depth understanding of the Holocaust, the historical context, and the lives of the 
victims. The museum is committed to educating visitors about the importance of tolerance, respect for human dignity, and the need to 
prevent such atrocities from happening again.

Preservation and Restoration: The museum's preservation and restoration of the original camp buildings, artifacts, and exhibits provide 
visitors with an authentic and immersive experience. The efforts made to preserve and restore the camp buildings, despite the challenges of 
time and deterioration, ensure that visitors can experience the stark reality of the camp and its history.

Emotional Engagement: The museum elicits strong emotional responses from visitors through its immersive exhibits and preserved 
structures. The personal belongings of victims, the scale of the camps, and the ruins of gas chambers and crematoria evoke a profound 
sense of sorrow, horror, and empathy. The emotional engagement offered by the museum highlights the significance of creating spaces that 
allow visitors to connect emotionally with historical events.

Commemoration and Remembrance: The museum emphasizes the importance of creating a space for commemoration and remembrance. It 
serves as a solemn tribute to the victims of the Holocaust, honoring their memory and preserving the historical significance of the site. The 
museum’s exhibits, preserved buildings, and artifacts create an environment that fosters reflection, empathy, and understanding.
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05. SITE CONTEXT 
& ANALYSIS
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S I T E  L O C A T I O N

PRIPYAT

PRIPYAT

REACTOR #4

CHERNOBYL

CHERNOBYL EXCLUSION ZONE

UKRAINE

GHOST TOWN OF PRIPYAT, UKRAINE.
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S I T E  C O N T E X T

FURNITURE STORE

DEPARTMENT STORE

COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE

PALACE OF CULTURE

AZURE SWIMMING POOL

BUMPER  CARS

FERRIS WHEEL

AVANHARD STADIUM

HOTEL POLISSYA

CITY HALL

PROMETHEUS CINEMA

CAFE PRIPYAT
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S I T E  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

Population:
 49,400 before the disaster

 Average age of 26 years old

Total living space of 658,700 square meters, including:
 13,414 apartments in 160 apartment blocks

 18 halls of residence for single males or females    

 accommodating up to 7,621 people

 8 halls of residence for married or de facto couples

Education:
 15 kindergartens and elementary schools for 4,980 children

 5 secondary schools for 6,786 students

Healthcare:
 1 hospital that could accommodate up to 410 patients

 3 clinics

Trade:
 25 stores and malls

 27 cafes, cafeterias, and restaurants that could serve up to  

 5,535 customers collectively

 10 warehouses that could hold 4,430 tons of goods

Culture:
 3 facilities: a culture palace, a cinema, and a school of arts  

 with 8 different societies

Sports:
 10 gyms

 10 shooting galleries

 3 indoor swimming-pools

 2 stadiums

Recreation:
 1 park

 35 playgrounds

 18,136 trees

 33,000 rose plants

 249,247 shrubs

Industry:
 4 factories with a total annual turnover of 477,000,000 rubles

 1 nuclear power plant with 4 reactors (with 2 more planned)

Transportation:
 Yanov railway station

 167 urban buses

 Nuclear power plant car park with 400 spaces

Telecommunication:
 2,926 local phones managed by the Pripyat Phone Company

 1,950 phones owned by Chernobyl power station’s    

 administration, Jupiter plant, and Department of Architecture   

 and Urban Development.
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C I R C U L A T I O N

Pripyat is situated on the right bank of the Pripyat 
River, which is a tributary of the Dnieper River. The 
city has an average elevation of about 130 meters 
above sea level, with its highest point at around 200 
meters and its lowest point near the riverbank. The 
terrain in Pripyat is generally flat, with some gentle 
slopes near the river. The city is surrounded by 
forests and wetlands, which provided a natural barrier 
that helped to contain the spread of radioactive 

contamination after the Chernobyl disaster.

The city is surrounded by dense forests, marshlands, 
and lakes, which are part of the larger Polesie State 
Radioecological Reserve. The surrounding landscape 
is predominantly composed of sandy and loamy soils 
with a low water-holding capacity, which contributes 
to a high degree of runoff and limited groundwater 
recharge. The hydrology of the area has been 
impacted by the Chernobyl disaster, with the Pripyat 
River and its tributaries becoming contaminated with 

radioactive materials.

The city's layout and design took into account the 
surrounding landscape, with green spaces and parks 
integrated into the urban fabric. Some of the roads 
follow the natural contours of the land, creating 
gentle curves and slopes. The buildings in Pripyat 
were also designed to blend in with the natural 
surroundings, with many incorporating elements of 

traditional Ukrainian architecture.

T O P O G R A P H Y

The city was originally designed with a grid-like pattern, 
featuring wide streets that were designed to accommodate 
large vehicles such as trucks and buses. This grid pattern 
was intended to facilitate the movement of people and 
goods throughout the city.

The main circulation axis in Pripyat is Lenin Avenue, which 
runs east-west through the center of the city. This avenue 
is flanked by large residential and administrative buildings, 
and was designed to serve as the primary transportation 
artery for the city. Several smaller streets and alleys branch 
off of Lenin Avenue, connecting to other areas of the city.

Public transportation in Pripyat was provided by a 
network of buses and trolleybuses. The city had a central 
bus station located near Lenin Avenue, which served as a 
hub for transportation throughout the city and to nearby 
towns. The trolleybus network was also centered on Lenin 
Avenue, with several routes branching off into different 
areas of the city.

Following the Chernobyl disaster, the circulation in Pripyat 
has been severely impacted. The city has been abandoned 
and many of its roads and transportation infrastructure 
have deteriorated. Some roads have been closed due to 
high levels of radiation contamination, and many of the 
buses and trolleybuses have been left to decay. Despite 
this, there is still some vehicular and pedestrian traffic in 
the city, particularly among tourists and workers involved 
in the ongoing cleanup efforts.
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V E G E T A T I O N

The vegetation in Pripyat is affected by the radioactive contamination from the 
Chernobyl disaster, but it has also been allowed to grow freely due to the abandonment 
of the city. The dominant vegetation types are deciduous trees, such as birch and 
aspen, as well as shrubs, grasses, and herbs. The density and height of the vegetation 
varies depending on the level of contamination in a particular area.

Several studies have shown that the radioactive contamination has had a significant 
impact on the flora in the exclusion zone. For example, some plant species have 
exhibited abnormal growth patterns, such as increased leaf size and stem elongation. 
Additionally, some plants have been found to accumulate higher levels of radionuclides, 
which can affect the health of animals that consume them.

Despite the contamination, the lack of human interference has allowed for the 
establishment of new plant communities in Pripyat. Some areas that were previously 
covered by buildings and pavement have been colonized by grasses and herbs. This 
has led to an increase in biodiversity in some parts of the exclusion zone.

Studies have shown that there is a higher abundance of herbaceous plants in the 
area, likely due to their ability to grow quickly and reproduce through seeds. The 
density of the vegetation has also increased, likely due to the lack of human activity 
and the absence of competition from other forms of land use. 

The vegetation in Pripyat is an important factor to consider in any plans for the future 
of the exclusion zone. It can impact the dispersal of radionuclides and the health of 
wildlife in the area. Therefore, it is important to continue monitoring the vegetation 
in Pripyat and the surrounding areas.
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S U N  D I A G R A M

AVERAGE HIGH AND LOW TEMPERATURES AND RAINFALL PER MONTH

AVERAGE MONTHLY WIND SPEED

AVERAGE HOURS OF DAYLIGHT IN PRIPYAT BY MONTH

AVERAGE RELATIVE HUMIDITY BY MONTH

Pripyat is located in a temperate continental climate zone, which is characterized by cold winters and warm summers. The city experiences a humid 
and moderately continental climate due to its proximity to the Dnieper River. The average temperature in the winter months (December to February) 

ranges from -5°C to -10°C, while the summer months (June to August) have an average temperature of around 18°C to 20°C.

The region also experiences a significant amount of precipitation throughout the year, with the highest rainfall occurring in the summer months. The 
snowfall during the winter months is usually light to moderate. The city experiences about 650-700 mm of precipitation annually. The climate of 

Pripyat plays a crucial role in the growth of vegetation in the area and has also contributed to the spread of radioactive contamination.

It's important to note that the climate in the Chernobyl Exclusion Zone has changed since the disaster in 1986. The absence of human activity in the 
area has allowed the flora and fauna to grow and thrive, which has, in turn, influenced the microclimate of the zone. The changes in the climate and 

ecology of the area have had both positive and negative effects on the environment, and it is an area of ongoing study and research.

C L I M A T E

DECEMBER 21, 12:00PM JUNE 21, 12:00PM
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The Ukrainian government has set up strict safety protocols for the exclusion zone, and all visitors are required 
to wear protective clothing and equipment to further minimize radioactive exposure. While the accident had its 
profound and lasting impact on the surrounding environment, efforts to mitigate the effects of the disaster have 
made it possible to once again visit and learn from this tragic event in history. This leads to the current problem 
threatening this historic site…. 

Chernobyl has attracted a significant increase in tourism in recent years. The trend towards dark or toxic tourism has 
led to a surge in visitors from all over the world coming to witness the impacts of this tragedy. 

In 2019, Chernobyl saw a total of roughly 125,000 visitors, marking a new record for tourism in the region. This 
increase in visitor numbers has put pressure on the local ecosystem, 

As tourists venture off designated trails, they can disturb wildlife and plant life, leaving a negative impact on the 
environment. The increase in foot traffic and physical wear and tear from visitors can also contribute to the decay and 
destruction of buildings that have already been weakened by the effects of time and nature. 

Additionally, the site has seen an increase in litter and other waste being left behind, and a rise in looting and 
vandalism within the city center. with insufficient interventions in place to manage this growing volume, this site will 
quickly become just another moment forgotten in history. 
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So, the question for this thesis project is: how can we create a memorial that ensures the safety and 

education of visitors, while also promoting protection and preservation of the historical Chernobyl site? 

In response to this question, an architectural thesis project has been proposed - a memorial 

development seeking to honor the victims, celebrate the resilience of the human spirit, and restore a 

moment in history that should not be ignored. 

This memorial aims to achieve four primary goals. 

To preserve and educate about the natural history and culture of the area, to conserve the natural 

heritage and wildlife of the region, 

to emphasize sustainable and responsible tourism 

And Lastly, to prioritize safety and risk management for the visitors of the site. These four goals 

are crucial to ensure that the site is protected, honored, and preserved for future generations to 

understand and appreciate the events that took place here.
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Pripyat is home to countless abandoned buildings that are becoming more and more popular among tourists for 
their unique history and atmosphere. Among just some of the most visited are the Palace of Culture, the Polissya 
Hotel, the Azure Swimming Pool, and the Amusement Park. 

During initial design and research phases these historic buildings quickly became the foundation for this project. 
through reading current visitor forums and first hand accounts, One of the biggest draws of visiting chernobyl is 
the wandorous ability to explore the abandoned buildings and the ability to truly immerse oneself into the vast 
emptiness of this site. However, many of these buildings have deteriorated or even collapsed and may pose a safety 
risk in continuing to explore them without intervention. 

So, how can we create a truly immersive experience while also keeping visitors safe and the site preserved? 

I was inspired to create a memorial development that allows the visitor to explore the city and learn about the tragic 
history of Chernobyl in a unique way. The design process for this thesis proposal, was not focused on creating a 
singular physical monument, but rather an immersive experience that would weave throughout the city to allow 
learning about its history to become something deeply personal and emotionally connected. 

I found myself drawn to the beauty of the abandoned city, the way nature had begun to reclaim the buildings and 
the streets, and the sense of isolation and emptiness that pervaded the landscape. I knew that this was something 
that could not be fully captured in a traditional museum setting. It was only by creating a linear journey through the 
city that visitors could truly grasp the enormity of the tragedy and its impact on the people and the environment. 

The design process was guided by a deep sense of responsibility to create something that was not only aesthetically 
pleasing, but also safe and respectful of the site and its history and culture, something that would honor the 
memory of this event, while also preserving the future of the site and surrounding environment. 
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In this design solution, an elevated path system will serve as a bridge between the past and the 

future, allowing visitors to explore the surrounding landscape without disturbing the natural 

environment, creating a harmonious relationship between humans and nature. This

development will also feature a memorial visitors center and hotel pods. In addition, the 

implementation and research of phytoremediation will aid in the restoration of the land and promote 

the growth of vegetation, creating a more sustainable and resilient environment. 

So, as the beginning of this multifaceted development, we will begin with exploring The elevated 

pedestrian path that is interwoven through the history of Pripyat...
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This path is a journey through time and space, a symbol of the connection between humanity and the natural world. It 

is a connection of the present with the past, the natural with the artificial, and the material with the immaterial. 

The path is a sculpture in motion,its organic shape mimicing the curves of the Pripyat river, the contours of the hills, 

and the patterns of the trees. Its materials reflect the history of the site, the resilience of the people, and the beauty of 

nature. The concrete base is rough and textured, reminiscent of the roughness of the soil, the ruggedness of the terrain, 

and the strength of the survivors. The corten steel railings along the path are not just functional; they're symbolic. 

They are modern, yet rusted and weathered, a reminder of the passage of time, the impact of the tradgedy, and the 

transformation of the environment. It is a material meant to rust over time, creating its own natural protective layer. a 

reminder that even in the face of tragedy and destruction, there is always hope for renewal and regrowth. 

The path is not just a physical structure, but also a spiritual one, a journey of the mind and body. It is a meditation on 

the fragility and the power of life, on the interconnectedness of all things, on the beauty and the tragedy of existence. It 

is a reminder that we are all part of a larger story, that our actions have consequences, that our choices matter. 
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As visitors continue along the path, they are led to the entrance of old buildings that once served as homes, 
schools, and community centers to thousands of innocent people and children. These buildings, frozen in time, are 
a testament to the many lives that were lived here before the disaster. You feel the presence of the people who 
walked these streets, who played in these parks, who used to dream of a future here. 

Walking through these abandoned structures, visitors are transported back in time to a world that no longer exists. 
The remnants of furniture, children’s toys, and personal belongings offer a glimpse into the lives of those who once 
called these places home. It is a haunting reminder of the fragility of the human existence.

As visitors move from room to room, they may feel a sense of reverence or even discomfort, as if they are walking 
through a sacred space, as if they are peering into a piece of someones private life. They may feel a sense of 
sadness and loss, as they witness the decay and destruction that has taken place. But even in the midst of this 
devastation, there is a beauty that shines through this darkness. 

light filters through the broken windows, casting a soft glow on peeling paint and crumbling plaster. The sound of 
footsteps echoes through empty hallways, a ghostly reminder of the people who once walked these floors. The 
silence is heavy, filled with the energy of the past. 

At the same time, you are forced into the present, into a world still grappling with the aftermath of a disaster, still 
trying to find ways to heal, to restore, to honor. You see the resilience of nature, the way it adapts, transforms, and 
regenerates throughout these spaces. 
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Continuing through the elevated path, there are displays providing valuable insight into the history and culture 

of the Chernobyl disaster. These displays are more than just informative panels or wayfinding signs; they are 

windows into the past, glimpses of a world that has been lost but not forgotten.

Through these displays, visitors can learn about the causes and consequences of the disaster, the heroic actions 

of first responders, the impact of radiation on the environment and human health, and the ongoing efforts to 

protect and preserve the site. They see photographs, artifacts, and personal testimonies that capture the human 

scale of the tragedy, the stories of those who lived and died in the shadow of a nuclear power plant. 

The displays are carefully curated to balance education and emotion, to convey the gravity of the disaster, 

designed to inspire curiosity, reflection, and empathy. To encourage visitors to think critically about the past and 

present, and to consider their own roles in shaping the future. 

These displays invite visitors to touch, listen, and engage with exhibits, to immerse themselves in the experience 

of the disaster and its aftermath. They encourage visitors to ask questions, to seek out additional information, 

and to share their own perspectives and stories. 

The exhibits are a bridge between the physical and the intellectual, the emotional and the rational. They are 

a testament to the power of education, to the importance of remembering, and to the potential for hope and 

healing in the face of tragedy. 

F i g u r e  9 2



111110

What stands at the convergence of both the beginning 

and end of this path is the second major design 

element of this memorial, The Visitors Center.

The Visitors Center stands as a gateway to a world 

of both tragedy and hope. It is a place of welcome, 

of education, of remembrance, and of inspiration. 

Here, visitors are invited to immerse themselves in the 

history of Chernobyl, to learn about the disaster, its 

aftermath, and the human stories that emerged from it. 

It is designed to be a place of healing, a place where 

visitors can find solace in the midst of sorrow, and 

hope in the face of devastation, a place of reflection, 

where one can pause and contemplate the lessons of 

the past, and the possibilities of the future.
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As visitors enter, they are greeted by a lobby that serves as a central hub for the entire 

facility. The check-in area provides a warm welcome and efficient service, allowing 

guests to easily access the rest of the development 

A small vendor space offers a selection of essential items, such as water, food, or 

educational items for visitors to purchase before embarking on their journey. 
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As visitors move throughout the space, they are intercepted by walls lined with art displays and exhibits that 

tell the story of Chernobyl, from the causes of the disaster to the ongoing struggles of the survivors. 

This art gallery and exhibit space provides thought-provoking installations, and works of art that transport 

visitors to the heart of the Chernobyl disaster. The exhibits explore the impact of the event on the environment, 

the people, and the world, as well as the ongoing efforts to rebuild and restore. 
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The flex and educational breakout spaces are versatile areas that can be used for a variety of purposes, from community events and 
educational workshops to interactive exhibits and engaging displays. These spaces are open and adaptable, with a sense of freedom 
and possibility that encourages exploration and creativity. They are dedicated to learning and discovery, with the possibility of 
interactive exhibits or informative displays that offer a deeper understanding of the history, science, and culture of the site. 

This space is designed to inspire curiosity and wonder, with hands-on activities or capturing presentations that can make 
learning both engaging and meaningful. Visitors can watch documentaries, immersive films, or other multimedia presentations 
or displays that can bring the story of Chernobyl to life. 
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As visitors move through the Chernobyl Memorial Center, they are transported 

on a journey of remembrance, education, and healing. The various spaces of the 

center are carefully crafted to provide a seamless and meaningful experience, with 

each area offering its own unique contribution to the overall narrative of the site. 
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As visitors make their way through, they are continuously drawn into the center of the building, led to the central memorial garden. 

Tributes to the 31 victims of the Chernobyl disaster take the form of large panels of glass, each one bearing the face and name of a victim. These 
panels are arranged in a circular array around the tree at the center of the garden, their placement carefully chosen to interweave with the paths 
that wind their way through the space. 
As visitors move through the garden, the faces and names of the victims become a constant presence, a reminder of the lives lost and the 
tragic human cost of the disaster. The circular arrangement of the panels and the tree at the center creates a sense of unity and connectedness, 
emphasizing the importance of coming together in the face of tragedy. 
The tree is a powerful symbol of growth, renewal, and resilience. It stands as a living reminder that, even in the aftermath of the worst disasters, 
life can still find a way to thrive. The winding paths around the tree encourage visitors to pause, reflect, and contemplate the meaning of the space, 
connecting them to the natural world and to the larger cycles of life and death.
As visitors make their way back up the elevated path, they are left with a sense of reverence for the lives that were lost, the resilience of the 
human spirit, and the importance of preserving and honoring the natural history and culture of this unique and hauntingly beautiful place. 
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Given the extensive nature of the Chernobyl Exclusion 
Zone, it can be difficult for visitors to fully explore and 
absorb everything in just one day. Recognizing the need 
for extended stays, the third part of this design solution 
was creating unique lodging options on-site. 

The hotel pods in Chernobyl offer a unique and 
meaningful experience for visitors looking to explore the 
area and learn about its tragic history. These pods have 
been designed with both safety and immersion in mind, 
providing a one-of-a-kind opportunity for visitors to truly 
connect with the site. 

One of the key features of the hotel pods is their elevated 
design, which minimizes the risk of radiation exposure 
from ground contact, while also providing an unobstructed 
view of the surrounding natural beauty. The modular 
concrete design of the pods was created to withstand the 
harsh environmental conditions, with durable materials 
that can truly stand the test of time, ensuring that they are 
both safe and long-lasting. 
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Inside the pods, visitors will find amenities they need to ensure a comfortable stay. Before entering the pod, visitors will 
go through a decontamination process to remove excess contamination from their clothes and skin, ensuring that they 
can safely and comfortably enjoy their stay without fear of excess radiation exposure inside the pods. By showering and 
removing contaminated clothing visitors can remove 95% of radiation exposure. This allows visitors to rest assured that 
they are taking the necessary precautions to limit their radiation exposure. 

Beyond their practical features, the hotel pods also offer a truly connecting experience. Visitors will be able to fully immerse themselves in 

the effects of Chernobyl, with the abandoned city and its surrounding natural environment just on the other side of the lead-lined glass. 

This experience allows visitors to connect deeply with the tragedy of this site, both on the human-made structures and the surrounding 

ecology. For some, this connection can be a moving and transformative experience, highlighting the fragility of our planet and the 

importance of responsible stewardship for future generations. 
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The preservation of the future lies in the careful cultivation of the present. The last aspect of this proposal is the 
implementation of sunflowers and phytoremediation, through this, the land is not simply being remediated, but nurtured back 
to health. Sunflowers, symbolic in their likeness as Ukraines national flower, are known to have a unique ability to absorb

contaminants and heavy metals from the soil, such as Cezium and Strontium, in a process known as phytoremediation. The 
roots of sunflowers contain enzymes that break down toxic compounds, converting them into harmless substances that the 
plants can use for growth. 

But the healing power of sunflowers and phytoremediation goes beyond just the physical. These plants represent hope 
and resilience in the face of disaster, a symbol of the beauty that can emerge from the darkest of tragedies. They remind us 
that even in the face of destruction, new life can emerge, and that by working with nature, we can create a brighter, more 
sustainable future. 

By harnessing the power of nature, we can heal the wounds of the past and create a sustainable foundation for generations 
to come. This is more than just an exercise in environmentalism - it's a testament to our collective responsibility to the land. 
Through this innovation, we can transform what was once a scar on the earth into a beacon of hope and renewal. Let the 
sunflowers bloom, let the soil regenerate, and let us move forward with confidence, knowing that we are doing our part to 
create a better future for this piece of history. 

The design of this thesis was inspired by the resilient spirit of the human and natural world, and by the desire to create a 
space that honors the past, acknowledges the present, and imagines the future. Through the elevated pedestrian path, the 
visitors center, and the hotel pods, visitors can engage with the site on multiple levels, as a place of history, education, art, and 
contemplation. This site serves as a model for how we can transform places of tragedy and destruction into places of beauty 
and hope, and how we can create meaningful spaces that foster harmony between humans and nature. It is a testament to 
the power of design to heal, to inspire, and to connect us to the world around us. 
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