
EXCEPTIONAL UNIVERSAL DESIGN
Designing for People with Exceptionalities

Ability to design and change the 
site in order to better serve 

people with Exceptionalities  in 
regards to time and cost.

Adaptability

Using different senses to inter-
act with the site and could par-

ticipate in activities.

Activity

Ability to access the site and 
navigate it with relative ease 
and a comfortable amount of 

space

Accessibility
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Who are people with Exceptionalities? People with Exceptionalities are 
people who may be visually impaired, confined to a wheelchair, or the 
autistic spectrum, and others. This project focuses on those who are 
visually impaired and those confined to a wheelchair within 3 urban 
typologies of Plazas, Sidewalks, and Crossing areas. Broadway square 
plaza and the neighboring sidewalk and crossing provides a great example 
of the 3 chosen typologies to be replicated elsewhere.

THE FURNITURE ZONE 
UTILIZESSIMULAR LOOKING BUT MORE 
TACTILE MATERIAL THAT ALLOWS 
THOSE WHO ARE VISUAL IMPAIRED TO 
USE ‘WHITE CANES’ TO IDENTIFYHIGH 
CIRCULATION AREAS VERSUS THE 
FURNIITURE AREA.

THE FURNITURE TOPS ARE SLIGHTLY 
LOWER IN HEIGHT FOR EASIER USE 
FOR THOSE IN WHEELCHAIRS AND 
USES INDENTATIONS AS SPATIAL 
IDENTIFIERS FOR THOSE WITH VISUAL 
IMPAIRMENTS.

THE ENTRYS ARE NOW MARKED WITH 
A SIMULAR LOOKING MATERIAL BUT 
PROVIDES A DIFFERENT TACTILE FEEL. 
THE AMENITIES ARE NOW CONFINED 
TO A ZONE ADJCENT TO THE MAIN 
PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION ZONE.

Analysis of existing conditions of 
parts of downtown Broadway 

based of my Project Objectives 

Project 
Objectives 
& Analysis

ABOVE IS A POSSIBLE BRICK TEXTURE 
FOR THE ACTIVE BOUNDARY

TO THE LEFT IS MATERIAL 
OPTION FOR THE INNER 
SECTION FOR BOTH THE CURB 
BOUNDARY AND ACTIVE 
BOUNDRY

THE ADJACENT TEXTURE IS A 
POSSIBLE PAVING STONE 
OPTION THAT PROVIDES 
TACTILE FEEL FOR ENTRY 
MARKERS OR AMENITY 
MARKERS

SIDEWALK PLAN
SIDEWALK CIRCULATION WITH PEOPLE 
WITH EXECPTIONALITES IN MIND

CIRCULATION
PERSPECTIVE OF A MORE ACCESABLE 
DOWNTOWN SIDEWALK

ENLARGED PLAN
CLOSER LOOK AT MATERIAL CHANGES 
AND ORGANIZATION OF THE SIDEWALK

SIDEWALK CUT 
SECTION CUT ACROSS PEDESTRIAN, 
AMENITY, CURB, AND PARKING ZONES

MASTER PLAN
LOCATED AT 2ND AVE N & BROADWAY
1:10 SCALE 

SIDEWALK
LOCATED BETWEEN 2ND AND 3RD AVE ON 
BROADWAY

CROSSING
LOCATED ON 2ND AVE N LOOKING EAST

PLAZA SIDEWALK
IN THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE 
PLAZA LOOKING NORTH

MATERIALS
A LOOK AT THE MATERIALS USED IN 
DOWNTOWN FARGO

PLAZA SEATING
CHANGING TYPICAL PLAZA SEATING TO 
CATER TO PEOPLE WITH EXECPTIONALITIES

OVERVIEW
A BIRDS EYE VIEW OF THE PLAZA

PLAZA PLAN
BROADWAY SQUARE SIMPLY MODIFIED 
FOR PEOPLE W/ EXECPTIONALITES

ACTIVE BOUNDARY
AESTETIC AND TACTILE WRNING  FOR 
THOSE WITH EXECPTIONALITES

FURNITURE TOP
MODIFICATION OF A TYPICAL PLAZA 
SEATING OPTION

FURNITURE ZONE
SECTION CUT OF THE FURNITURE ZONE & 
ADJCENT ACTIVE BOUNDARY

CURB BOUNDARY
AESTETIC AND TACTILE WRNING  FOR 
THOSE WITH EXECPTIONALITES

BUMP-OUT 
LOCATED ON THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF 
2ND AVE N AND BROADWAY

CROSSWALK
CROSSWALK SECTION CUT USING CURB 
BOUNDARY PATTERN 

CROSSING PLAN
CROSSWALK AND LANDINGS MODIFIED 
FOR PEOPLE WITH EXECPTIONALITES 

TACTILE PADS
CROSSWALK MATERIAL PATTERN AND 
SLOTTED TACTILE PAD
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