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Atthe confluence of the two largestriversin the United States stands the smalltown of Cairo, Illinois.
Aonce-thriving riverporttown with arich history, Cairo now existsasavivid representation of small-
town decline. At first glance, Cairo is a motionless, empty shell plagued by boarded-up windows,
crumbling walls, and severe urban blight. However, the inside of this facade tells the story of a loyal
and passionate community thatremains hopefulthattheirtownwillone dayreturntoitsformerglory.

riverwalk

In order to capture that hope, this thesis investigates the role of architecture in reviving small-town
America. Using a context-driven approach, the potential benefits and viability of sustainable design
in small-town contexts are explored to address the underlyingissues currently facing the local com-
munity. Through a comprehensive analysis of the area, this thesis envisions a large-scale, mixed-
use developmentin the historic heart of downtown Cairo that promotes tourism, fosters community
well-being,andcatalyzeseconomicgrowth.Byintegratingenvironmentalstewardship, culturalpres-
ervation,and enhanced quality of life forresidents, the projectaimsto createavibrant, resilienturban
environmentthat payshomageto Cairo's past while forging a bright, sustainable future forits people.
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A Vision of Growth, Sustainability and Hope
for the Small Town of Cairo, Illinois
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