
RETROFITTING
ARCHITECTURAL
ENVIRONMENTS 

IN RESPONSE
TO AN EVOLVING 

WORKPLACE



I'm Lexi!
hi!

Western North Dakota native 
Community enthusiast 
History marvel
Covid-19 education conqueror



HOW CAN OUR ARCHITECTURAL
ENVIRONMENTS AFFECT OUR

PRODUCTIVITY? 
 

HOW CAN WE, AS DESIGNERS,
RESPOND TO THE DEMAND OF THE

SHIFTING WORKPLACE?





INITIAL QUESTIONS
for vacant office buildings post Covid-19 pandemic

What are these vacant office 
buildings doing now?

What new amenities is the 
workplace demanding?

How can we best repurpose 
buildings?

Are there any design principles we
should be abiding by?

Who are these building destined 
to serve?

How can we redesign and
repurpose + still respect
community history?



Work is
changing...

and our
environments
need to be a
reflection of

that.photo from article by SHRM - "6 ways Coronavirus Will Change The World Of Work"



Patterns to
inform

redesign...

Prototype Project
This project uses universal tendencies and design

patterns to sculpt a series of design principles that

are desired in our new workplace.

map of vacant offices in New York City



Intentional Interventions

Affordable

Accessible

competitive to lease

maximizing the square foot

product selection

big city vs small town

all remote working people & investors



What makes an
environment feel

comfortable?



Site + Building 
Selection



41 East Villard St.
a landmark in hopes of a new life

Fire burnt the building to ground in 1950

Ray Hotel functioned from 1952-1970

Ivanhoe Inn functioned from 1971-1987

home to many travelers (being adjacent from railroad station)

Plaza took modern day ownership approach in 1995

Interior design is the art and science of enhancing the interior

of a building to achieve a healthier and more aesthetically

pleasing environment for the people using the space.



Project Emphasis
"...to design a place that people love to be in,

that is the ultimate form of sustainability.”

Retrofit Materiality Marketability

Designing subtle interventions that

use Christopher Alexanders timeless

design principles as a pathway

Choosing products that are

affordable, accessible, and

sustainable for the environment they

came from, and the environment

they will go to (VOC conscious).

How can we design sustainable

buildings that will withstand "crisis" in

the future?





Existing Conditions
41 East Villard Street, Dickinson, ND 58601



Existing Conditions
41 East Villard Street, Dickinson, ND 58601





P R E S E N T  D A YP R E S E N T  D A Y

P R O P O S E DP R O P O S E D



P R E S E N T  D A YP R E S E N T  D A Y

P R O P O S E DP R O P O S E D



Challenges turn 
into opportunities
Finding the proper resources, products, and making the right design decisions.

Employees and business owners face new challenges in the

workforce since the covid-19 pandemic and will continue to do so.

























Material Selections

HB Textile + Upholstry Services Two

Services Three Services Four

Services Five Services Six

Exclusive template ready to be

customized for your presentation.

Exclusive template ready to be

customized for your presentation.

Exclusive template ready to be

customized for your presentation.

Exclusive template ready to be

customized for your presentation.

Exclusive template ready to be

customized for your presentation.



level one

retail

retail

wellness studio

cafe

restaurant

kitchen

daycare

entry

boulevard entry

park 
entry



collaborative office

BuzziPods

kitchenette

breakout room

zoom room

media room

level two



individual offices

conference room

BuzziPods
collaborative office

collaborative office

lounge

level three



levels four-six



Important
Spatial
Adjacencies

BuzziPods

Conference Rooms

Collaborative Work Areas

Cafe

Restaurant

Daycare



My project answers the question...
Can we, as designers, retrofit vacant and under-utilized commercial office buildings into clever,

thoughtful, and pattern-driven architectural environments that will not only benefit our

economy's new style of remote work, but also provide employees and communities with useful

spaces that will set them up for their optimal form of work/lifeproductivity?

 



THANK YOU
Lexi Jordheim

Ultimately, the key to creating useful and profitable architecture in a post-

pandemic world is to focus on designing spaces that are adaptable, flexible,

and responsive to changing needs. By embracing new technologies and

incorporating sustainable design principles, architects can create buildings

that not only meet the needs of their occupants and property owners but

also contribute to a more sustainable and resilient future.



HTTPS://YOUTU.BE/EOOGXC_CMQQ

https://youtu.be/EOOgXc_CMqQ

