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	 New Mexico has the greatest amount of crime of any state in the United States of America, yet it 
comes in 30th for its imprisonment rate.

Site Selection



	 Gallup is the most dangerous city in New Mexico and it’s closest detention 
center is 65 miles east, just over an hour drive by car.

	 Having the prison closer to a big city allows for staff to live close to work and makes it easier 
for families of inmates to visit.

SITE IMPACT



Aerial View of Site (from UNM Gallup)



Site Research

Navajo Nation Boarders (from Wikipedia) Navajo Woman (from Navajo Times)

Navajo Man in Thought (from NRDC) Figure 189−Navajo Community (from CBS News)

THE NAVAJO AND THE NATURAL WORLD



Navajo Peacemaking Seal (from Navajo Nation Council)

Navajo Judicial Branch (from Court Innovation)

We cannot destroy the 
human being or change 
it to something else.

Monument Valley Man on Horse (from NRDC)

NAVAJO PEACEMAKING- RESTORATIVE JUSTICE



Initial Program
GENERAL
Detention Cell 80
Day Room 1500
Showers 200
Day Room Multi 
Use Room

150

Day Room Multi 
Use Room

150

Day Room Multi 
Use Room

300

Staff Office 120
Staff Office 120
Staff Office 120
Staff Office 120
Staff Office 120
Staff Control Room 150
Storage 100

SEGREGATED
Segregated 
Detention Cell

80

Vestibule 60
Office 120
Multi Use Room 150
Multi Use Room 150
Hearing Room 250
Counseling and 
Interview

100

Meal Distribution 
Room

100

Recreation Area 1000

ADMISSIONS
Entry 150
Processing Area 400
Group Holding 250
Single Holding 
Room

100

Single Holding 
Room

100

Single Holding 
Room

100

Search and Shower 65
Personal Property 
Storage

1000

General Purpose 
Storage

200

MEDICAL
Clerk Office 120
Record Storage 280
Medical Laboratory 150
X-ray Room 175
Pharmacy 150
Exam Room 120
Exam Room 120
Treatment Room 200
Physical Therapy 160
Bulk Storage 250
Janitor's Closet 100
Dental Operating 
Room

250

Dental Laboratory 150
Private Impatient 
Room

60

Private Impatient 
Room

60

Private Impatient 
Room

60

Private Impatient 
Shower

60

Nurse Station 80
Isolation Room 130
Isolation Room 130
Food Preparation 100
Clean Utility Storage 100
Clean Linen Storage 75
Soiled Linen Storage 150
Neuropsychiatric 
Room

100

Physician's Office 150
Psychiatrist Office 150
Psychologist Office 150
Morgue 300

FOOD SERVICE
Cafeteria 4000
Food Preparation 1500
Food Service Office 200

Daily Supply Storage 100
Dry Food Storage 1600
Cool Storage 600
Freezer Storage 500
Dish Washing Area 500
Staff Locker 150
Staff Locker 150

CANTEEN
Waiting Line 200
Sales Area 150
Canteen Office 150
Storage Room 800

PERSONAL CARE
Laundry Room 1000
Clothing Exchange 800
Clothing Exchange 
Lobby

120

Workroom 750
Central Hair Shop 400

VISITING AREA
Visiting Room 2000
Private Visiting 
Courtyard

800

Private Visiting 
Room

120

Non-Contact 
Visiting Room

200

Search Room 120
Waiting Room 120
Waiting Room 120
Children's Area 300

EDUCATION
General Library 1750
Legal Library 200
Classroom 800
Classroom 500
Classroom 500
Classroom 350
Classroom 350

Video Recording 
Classroom

500

Media Preparation 150
Staff Office 250
Staff Office 120
Staff Office 120
Storage Room 200

VOCATIONAL 
TRAINING
Vocational Shop 15000

RECREATION
Gymnasium 7500
Chair Storage 150
Weight Lifting 500
Equipment Storage 350
Lockers 250
Supervisor's Office 150

MULTI USE
Recreation Room 1800
Arts & Crafts Room 1200
Secure Storage 150
Multi Use Room 450
Multi Use Room 300
Multi Use Room 300
Multi Use Room 200
Auditorium 2000
Storage 300

RELIGIOUS 
PROGRAM
Chapel 350
Staff Office 120
Staff Office 120
Staff Office 120
Lobby 150

STAFF
Mail Room 300
Waiting Room 150
Warden's Office 250
Executive Office 150

Executive Office 100
Executive Office 100
Conference Room 400
Business Office 120
Cashier's Office 120
Business Staff Office 
Space

1500

Storage Room 250
Security Staff Office 300
Personnel Office 120
Personnel Office 120
Open Work Area 250
Classroom 500
Training Officer's 
Office

120

Staff Library 250
Staff Lounge 800
Locker Room 300
Locker Room 300
Research Office 500
Information 
Management Office

500

Storage Room 200
Equipment Room 500

CONTROL 
CENTER
Control Center 450



Anstalten Perimeter Wall (from SHL Anstalten Correctional Facility)

Anstalten Perspective (from SHL Anstalten Correctional Facility)

Case Studies

Anstalten Gymnasium (from SHL Anstalten Correctional Facility)

Anstalten Prayer Room (from SHL Anstalten 
Correctional Facility)

Nuuk Greenland Map (from 
Traveler’s View)

Anstalten Correctional Facility

A Gentle Approach to Incarceration



Kimberley Housing Building 1 (from West 
Kimberley Regional Facility)

Kimberley Interior Hall (from West 
Kimberley Regional Facility)

Kimberley Aerial View (from ABC Local Australia)

Boab Trees (from West Kimberley Regional 
Facility)

Kimberley Gatehouse (from West Kimberley Regional Facility)Kimberley, Australia (from Wikipedia)

West Kimberley Regional Facility



Aerial View (from Inmate Aid) Apr. 2020 Deputies Attacked (from ABC Chicago)

Jan. 2017 Cafeteria Brawl (from Chicago Tribute)

Cook County Maximum Security Facility



Circulation Simulation



Engage the surrounding 
community with a suitable 
prison.

Relieve prison guards of 
strenuous security duties.

Encourage life in prison.

Goals



Design Process



+



Staff
V

isitor
Inm

ate



Visitation



Engage the surrounding 
community with a suitable prison.



Staff Services





Food Services



Education
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Religious & Multi Use



Roof Pond System 
Night Radiation (from 

Passive Heating)





General Housing Pods









Level 1



Level 2



Level 2.5



Level 1

Circulation Paths

Relieve prison guards of 
strenuous security duties.



Level 2

Circulation Paths



Egress Stairwells & Exits

UP

UP

UP

UP

UP

--

-

-

-

-

-

-

8' - 8"

104 ' - 0" 49'  - 6" 74'  - 8"

4'
 - 

8"

4' - 8"

4'
 - 

8"

4' - 8"

14'  - 6"

14
' - 

0"

26'  - 0"

30
' - 

0"

6'
 - 

8"

15
' - 

4"

6'
 - 

8"
6'

 - 
8"

6'
 - 

8"

10'  - 8"

4'
 - 

0 
3/

8"

4'
 - 

8"

4' - 8"

10'  - 8"8' - 0"8' - 0" 10'  - 0" 8' - 0"

6'
 - 

0"

12'  - 8"

255 SF

Room

20
' - 

0"

6' - 8"

19'  - 4"

12
' - 

0"

19
' - 

4"
6'

 - 
8"

8'
 - 

0"
6'

 - 
8"

8'
 - 

8"

13'  - 4"

237 SF

Room

170 SF

Room

8' - 8" 8' - 8" 8' - 8"

9'
 - 

4"

116 SF

Room

210 SF

Room

334 SF

Room

6' - 8"

8'
 - 

0"
6'

 - 
0"

6' - 8" 6' - 8"

11'  - 6"

145 SF

Room

14'  - 8" 10'  - 0" 14'  - 0"
179 SF

Room

125 SF

Room

103 SF

Room

4' - 8"

8' - 8"

7'
 - 

0"
7'

 - 
0"

8'
 - 

0"
8'

 - 
0"

16
' - 

0"

946 SF

Room

304 SF

Room
8' - 0" 17'  - 6" 12'  - 0" 12'  - 0"

18
' - 

8"
16

' - 
0"

34
' - 

0"

3644 SF

Room

4'
 - 

8"

4' - 8"

12
' - 

0"
12

' - 
8"

9'
 - 

4"
13

' - 
4"

21
' - 

4"

6'
 - 

8"
6'

 - 
8"

8'
 - 

0"

15
' - 

4"
28

' - 
8"

18
' - 

8"

8' - 0"12'  - 0"

1272 SF

Room

20'  - 8" 6' - 8" 27'  - 4"

12'  - 0" 7' - 4"

10
' - 

0"

1032 SF

Room

461 SF

Room
18'  - 0" 32'  - 0"

8' - 0"

4' - 0"

6'
 - 

8"

22'  - 0"

211 SF

Room

4813 SF

Room

12'  - 0"

9'
 - 

4"

10'  -  7  3 /16"

8335 SF

Room

4947 SF

Room

502 ' - 9 5/ 8"

10'  - 6"

12
' - 

0"

9' - 4"

20
' - 

0"

10
' - 

6"
10

' - 
6"

4'
 - 

8"
14

' - 
8"

26'  - 8"

8' - 0" 6' - 8" 6' - 0"

26
' - 

0"
8'

 - 
0"

8'
 - 

0"

4' - 8"

8'
 - 

8"

9'
 - 

4"

20'  - 8"

12'  - 0"

151 SF

Room

10
' - 

0"

12
' - 

4"
15

' - 
8"

15
' - 

8"

4' - 0"

2505 SF

Room

14
' - 

0"

4'
 - 

8"

14
' - 

8"

18
' - 

8"

4' - 0"

16'  - 0"

6'
 - 

0"

9' - 4"

4'
 - 

6"

8'
 - 

4"

4'
 - 

8"

531 SF

Room

16
' - 

0"
12

' - 
0"

24
' - 

0"
18

' - 
8"

1958 SF

Room

23'  - 4" 56'  - 0" 4' - 8" 25'  - 6"

9' - 4" 12'  -  10" 11'  -  10" 16'  - 0" 16'  - 0"

328 SF

Room

14'  - 8"

16
' - 

0"
36

' - 
0"

8' - 8" 8' - 8" 12'  - 0" 10'  - 0" 10'  - 0" 6' - 8"

6' - 8" 6' - 8"

8'
 - 

0"

421 SF

Room

24'  - 0" 4' - 8" 22'  - 0" 22'  - 0" 4' - 8" 16'  - 8" 30'  - 2"

332 SF

Room

12'  - 0" 13'  - 6"

22
' - 

0"
8'

 - 
0"

12
' - 

0"

Occupancy
Maximum 

Occupant Load 
of Space

Maximum Common Path of Egress Travel Distance 
Ft.

Without Sprinkler System Ft.

With Sprinkler 
System Ft.Occupant Load

OL ≤ 30 OL ≥30

I-3 10 NP NP 100



Egress Stairwells & Exits
Level 1



Egress Stairwells & Exits
Level 2



Encourage life in prison.

Activity Rooms Level 2

Level 1

A Day in the Life
Inmate Guard

4am

5am Breakfast

6am
Report to work assignment/ 
attend classes/ personal 
time

7am
8am

9am

10am

11am
12am Lunch

1pm Report to work/ go to gym/ 
recreation activities

2pm
3pm
4pm
5pm Dinner

6pm Attend classes/ call families/ 
watch television

7pm
8pm

Wake up & get ready

Punch in

Receive assignment

Relieve the previous shift

Conduct a round

Count inmates

Let inmates out

Answer the phone

Deal with minor issues

Respond to a fight?

Eat

Lock inmates back into their cells

Count inmates

Wait for relief

Punch out

Go home



The Site



Morello Brothers Saloon and Palace 
(from Mapio)



Navajo Woman Herding Sheep (from New York Times)

Navajo Weaving (from Navajo Rugs)








