
Celebrating the Past,
While Creating the Present,

& imagining the Future

through the hamline midWay library
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The Robie House
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Dresden Frauenkirche



Can we adapt existing buildings while 
acknowledging their social purpose as the 
foundation of design and reassessing what 
is essential to the community instead of 
tearing down history only to rebuild? 



Hamline Midway Library













1558 W Minnehaha Ave, 
St Paul, MN 55104



INTERSTATE

94

Cafes, Restaurants, 
and Other Attractions 
along Snelling Ave

Location 
Snelling Ave

H HAMLINE 
U N I V E R S I T Y



20 minute walk to the 
Light Rail-Green Line

Transportation
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Current Issues

Poor Layout

Lacks Designated Space

Underutilized Basement

Accessibility



The front desk and the staff 
workroom is on the opposite side 
of the building

One fire staircase hidden in 
through the backroom

Bathrooms only on the lower level

Poor Layout



Underutilized Basement

A B C

CBA



? Lacks Designated Space



Accessibility

Elevator access feels like 
a second thought and an 
inconvenience

Security for getting to the 
entrance

Bathroom access



Proposed Design







1 2

3

5 6 7

8

9

11

10

4

3

Conversation Pit

Teen

Study

Front Desk

Office

Staff Workroom

Staff Breakroom

Collections

Self Checkout

Restrooms

Elevator Vestibule

Legend
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

1
2

3
4

5
10

20

Upper Floor Plan



12 13

14

15

16

3

10

18

17
Meeting Room

Community/Flex Space

Computer Stations

Children

Storage

Mechanical

Janitor Closet

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

Study

Restrooms

Legend
3

10

1
2

3
4

5
10

20

Lower Floor Plan













“The greenest buildings are the ones that already 
exist,” wrote Carl Elefante, 2018 AIA President, 
and iconic places like the Hamline Midway 
Library possess both the infrastructure to support 
ongoing community needs and the historic and 
aesthetic values that enrich our neighborhood.

Renovate 1558     https://www.renovate1558.org



Thank You!


