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D isconnect to  Reconnect
Using Architecture and master planning to aid in 
Personal connection with nature
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G U E S T  L O D G I N G

The eatery features large timbers to bring the feeling of nature 
indoors. Also included is a covered patio with deployable bug screens 
to really immerse yourself in the wonder of the wild without 
sacrificing the amenities of the built environment. The Image above 
shows the entry path from the residences into the bar area of the 
eatery. The Image to the left highlights the views the patrons have of 
the nature they are surrounded by while dining here.

The eatery provides a space for both 
fine dining and learning. The commercial 
kitchen gives the chef a space to create 
wonderfully curated dishes to enhance the 
experience of the guest while at the retreat. 

Additionally, there is a educational kitchen 
to learn how to prepare some of these 
wonderful meals for yourself to bring 
back with you into your normal lives. 

Also included in the eatery is the bar, this is 
an area to come together and share a drink 
but also a space to learn how to craft 
spirit free cocktails in a mixology class for 
all to enjoy

The wellness retreat at little pine lake is a place to disconnect from personal technology in order to reconnect with the natural environment. This can be done through programmed spaces and 
an emphasis on getting back to our roots in nature. The retreat consists of over 50 acres of wilderness that is untouched with a multitude of individually designed buildings to immerse yourself 
in the wonders of the woods. Throughout the site you can find various outdoor activities and spaces to relax and take in the nature around you in all of its glory. 

The retreat provides a place to learn many different skills needed to maintain a balanced life such as the finer points of cooking and spirit-free mixology, various relaxation techniques and 
activities and ways to stay fit and healthy in your daily life. Make your way to the waters edge to be calmed by the rhythmic sound of waves crashing on the shoreline and the gulls squawking 
above. On your way there hike the trails and listen to the squirrels chattering and the trees creaking in the wind. After you experience all of this you will want to incorporate these activities 
into your daily life.

The lobby provides a reception place for incoming guests to the retreat as well as a community classroom and meeting space. This space is intended for use by groups within the community such as the boy 
scouts, girl scouts, 4H Group and anybody else that would like to have a meeting in a different setting than typical. Because this is a community space there is a control access point between the lobby and 
the rest of the building making the retreat functions safe and secure during non typical business hours.

On the other side of the building is the main functions of the retreat housed adjacent to the great hall. The great hall serves as a circulation space as well as gathering and community area for the guests 
and staff to mingle. Located off of the great hall are all of the main functions, yoga, meditation, spa, sauna and the support spaces of lockers and restrooms. The great hall could be expanded at the end of 
the room to accommodate future desired amenities.

Guests of the retreat will have the opportunity to choose what type of lodging they would like. The site has three 
different styles of lodging and those three styles provide different experiences for the user. Campsites provide 
the strongest connection to nature. One, two and three bedroom cabins provide the next closest connection to 
nature and lastly the motel style housing provides a familiar style of housing for most of the guests. The cabin 
aesthetic  takes inspiration from Norwegian design and brings it to the woods of Minnesota.


