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North Dakota Is Home



How Can Eco-Tourism Help 
Revive The Decline of 
Rural Communities?



What Made This 
Thesis Topic 

Come To Mind?

Sustainability

The Missouri 

River



Rural Small 
Town

Eco-Tourism

Water Front Resorts



 Issues to be 
Addressed

Declining Rural
Towns

Contamination of 
Water

• How can declining rural 
towns be repopulated and 
revived?

• What are ways to limit 
chemical runoff from field



Elimination of 
Existing Tree 

Canopy’s

Discarding of 
Reusable Waste

 Issues to be 
Addressed

• What will prevent the 
elimination of tree rows for 
commercial and residential 
use?

• How can we re-use human 
food waste to benefit our 
economy  and soils?



Site Location



• Size of usable open lawn space

• Location of space

• Accessibility

• Wind Protection

• Flatness of lawn

Site Analysis

Ranked determined by:

• Tree rows are specifically blocking 

wind for certain location

• Healthy in lushness and height

• Create a space for recreation

• Newly planted tree row

Tree Canopy reutilization 
if:



• Yellow         =     0-5 %

• Orange        =     6-10 %

• Red              =     11+ %

Site Analysis

Slope % of Site areas

Breaking the site into 4 separate zones 

to determine activities for the space 

and hierarchy within the zone

My Conclusion



Site Design Concepts



Funding Agencies and Grants



My Project 
Objectives • Micro-climate Design

• Control Wind Direction
• Manage Wind Speed
• Low Impact Development
• Reutilization of the Site
• Storm Water Management/Drainage
• Re-use Tree Canopy and Water Access 
• Public Recreation
• Outdoor Activities
• Guided Fishing/Hunting
• Swimming Destination



Master Plan Concept



Master Plan

1



Site Plan Detail I | The Welcome center

POV.4

SEC.2

POV.6

POV.5



PerspectivesThe Commons | Pool Side | POV. 5



The Yard | Vegetative Planting | POV. 4



The Patio | Fire Pits | POV.6



Cross Section Detail | SEC. 2



Welcome Center | Design Detail| DD. 1



Master Plan

2



Site Plan Detail II| The Main Boat Access

SEC.3

POV.1

POV.2

POV.3

POV.4



Winding Path| Water front| POV.1



Boat Perspective | Water| POV.2



Sandy Steps| Water access| POV.3



The Pathway | Parking Path| POV.4



Cross Section | SEC. 3

24’



Material Detail | Vegetative Steps

Reclaimed Wood

75% Sand
25% Clay soil

Long Native 
Grasses



Master Plan

3



Site Plan Detail III| The Sunset Boardwalk

POV.3
POV.1

POV.2

SEC.1



Boardwalk |Oasis| POV.2



Decorative Beam | Mid-Walk | POV.3



Lounging | Sunset Ave. | POV.1



Material Detail | Gabion Rock Bench

2”-8” Rock
Dark Finished Wood 

Planks/Bench
Wire Mesh 

Fencing



Cross Section Detail | SEC. 1



Boardwalk | Design Detail| DD. 2



Master Plan

4



Site Plan Detail IV | The Tenting Zone

POV.3

POV.1

POV.2

SEC.1



2 Tent zone | Mound | POV.1



Tenting |Open Lawn | POV.2



Mound view |Inside| POV.3



Section Detail | SEC. 1



Tent Zone |Plan View| P.1



Large Cabin | Party of 6+



Schematic Master Plan In Conclusion

My project enhances the needs 
of human emotions to feel closer 
to nature. Utilization of the 
existing tree canopy & limited 
soil disruption. Encouraging 
outdoor recreation for all ages 
to enjoy this Resort on the 
Missouri.

• Through Micro-climate Design

• Implementing Public Recreation

• Utilization of Low Impact 
Development

Is How I Can Boost 
Eco-Tourism To Revive 
The Decline of Rural 

Communities?



Questions?

Thank You!


