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INTRODUCTION

ACROSS THE GLOBE, WETLANDS ARE
KEYSTONE ECOSYSTEMS, HOME T4a
REMARKABLE NUMBERS 0OF FLORA AND
FAUNA. IN THE U.5., 43% 0OF THREATENED
OR ENDANGERED SPECIES OF PLANTS AND

ANIMALS LIVE I N OR DEPEND ON

WETLANDS. WHILE THE UPPER MIDWEST IS
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THIS GRADUATE THESIS PROJECT EXPLORES NEW METHODS FOR
WETLAND STABILIZATION WHILE CREATING UNIQUE RECREATIONAL
ODPPORTUNITIES FOR THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITY. THROUGH A
DETAILED ANALYSIS OF THE EXISTING ECOLOGY, COUPLED WITH
ANALYSIS OF SUCCESSFUL WETLAND ECOSYSTEMS, WHITE EARTH
STATE FOREST INTERPRETIVE VENTER -+ NATURE PARK IS
DESIGNED TO MAXIMIZE THE EXISTING NATURAL BEAUTY 0OF THE
NATIVE FOREST WHILE STABILIZING AND REESTABLISHING THE
AREAS OF CONCERN. THE PROJECT WILL ALSO FEATURE AN
EXTENSIVE BOARDWALK SYSTEM, DESIGNED WETLANDS, KAYAK
LAUNCH AS WELL AS A SYSTEM OF RECREATIONAL HIKING + BIKING
TRAILS THAT MEANDER THROUGHOUT THE PARK

Johnson Lake Rest Area

THIS PROJECT SERVES AS A THEORETICAL STUDY ON THE ECOLOGICAL BENEFITS AND
IMPACTS OF THOUGHTFUL, LOW-IMPACT INTERVENTION IN SENSITIVE WETLAND ECOSYSTEMS
AS WELL AS THE POSITIVE IMPACT THAT INCREASED RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES IN THE

ITY.
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