
MIND THE GAP
BRIDGING A COMMUNITY BISECTED BY AN INTERSTATE
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ABOUT THE LOCATION:

Neighborhood map

Site City Owned Lots Vacant Lots

SITE AREA :

Milwaukee, WI The site is located above Interstate 43, in 
between West Center Street and West 
Wright Street. The site also includes N 8th 
St. and N 7th St.

The Harambee and North Division neighborhoods are divided by a large 
interstate. Interstate 43 was constructed through a prominent black 
community with little regards to the residents, who were left to restitch 
their now broken neighborhoods. Currently, residents endure noise 
pollution, reduced air quality, finite safe pedestrian crossings, and limited 
access to green spaces, reducing their quality of life. Addressing this issue 
requires creating a sustainable land cap to mitigate environmental and social 
disparities. 

A thriving African American community built through the 1900-1950s, 
Bronzeville was ultimately split up and destroyed. Government condemnation 
and acquisition of land to construct Interstate 43 an other arterial road 
expansions was the source of the community’s death. Now, the community is on 
a path of revival with a few various economic projects working to help restore 
the community to its former glory. 

The Mind the Gap project will provide a creative solution to bridge the two 
sides of a community bisected by Interstate 43. A land cap will be constructed 
over Interstate 43 with space for a mixed use building, various green spaces, 
as well as multiple pathways to connect one side of the community to the 
other. The targeted area is the stretch of interstate 43 from W Center St to W 
Wright St.

Objective I: Provide safe and clear pedestrian circulation over the interstate.

Provide public amenities not found within the outer lying community.

Provide new housing to address housing shortages, improve living 
conditions and foster economic revitalization. 

Objective II: 

Objective III:

11 Acres (481,000 
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Perspective i | natural playground

Detail i | 7th st n + 8th st N crossings

Aerial Overview IV | Grocery Store
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Due to the site being located in a food 
desert, it was appropriate to designate 
space for a small grocery store. It is 
located in the north of the site and 
borders the library, for which it shares 
a common parking lot. 
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Detail i | Library plaza 

Section III | Library plaza 
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Perspective ii | tOWN HOME ENTRANCES

All of the new town home 
residential lots are designed 
with a native plantings garden 
located in the front of the 
home. The homes are also 
situated with private walkways 
that connect to the rest of the 
residential corridor, as well as 
connect to the surrounding 
neighborhood. 
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section Ii | library + tOWN HOMES

Interstate 43
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pERSPECTIVE iii | lIBRARY + pLAZA

Aerial overview III |  Town home walkways

One of the new amenities located on the site is a library. The large 
space is over 20,000sq ft, home to spaces for children and adults 
alike. The library also has an adjacent building with open studio 
spaces for art classes and personal projects.

One of the desires local residents want to see in their 
area is an increase in outdoor gathering spaces. Located in 
the residential corridor is a multitude of gazebo and small 
gathering spaces. Open to the public, these spaces are 
perfect for any type of kickback. 

Library + Extension
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Aerial Overview II | Town homes

Library  Details Key

When interview local residents in the area, there was a unanimous call for new residential dwellings. The highest request type of 
living spaces was for town homes. A good sized space between a single family residential home and an apartment, the town home is a 
perfect dwelling. On the southern side of the site, there are plans to construct eight new town home complexes. Between the new 
homes is a residential corridor, a green way with walking paths and gathering spaces. North of the new homes is a natural 
playground designed for youth of all ages. 

Town homes + residential Corridor

Preliminary Residential Corridor concepts
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