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Bridging a Community Bisected by an Interstate
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What communities are under served BACKGROUND
People of color (POC) communities are some of the most under served 
communities in the United States. 

Areas like the Mississippi Delta, the 
Cotton Belt, Appalachia, Tribal 
Nation Lands, areas near the 
Texas-Mexico border, and the 
Rust-belt cities like Cleveland (OH), 
Detroit (MI), Flint (MI), Gary (IN) and 
Milwaukee (WI).

A common theme across these 
areas of disadvantage is a long 
history of racial and environmental 
exploitation; historical context is 
important.

Neglected 
Areas



BACKGROUND

How did I pick my topic?

Fall of 2022, NOMAS 
competition

Competition Outline:

The 2022 NOMA Barbara G. Laurie Student Design 
Competition, sponsored by SOM, was focused on a 
project that serves to address the gentrification 
and displacement of North Nashville community 
members as the result of the Dwight D. Eisenhow-
er’s Interstate Highway System in the 1960s.  Specifi-
cally, show how design and architectural strategies 
can rebuild a community.  Students were asked to 
envision a complex that serves as a cultural center 
to preserve the history of North Nashville and a new 
bridge to serve as a landmark and monument for 
the community.



Racism and its e�ects on urban development Racism and its e�ects on urban development

Redlining - In the 1930s New Deal era, 
internal documents containing maps 
outlining property values were created. 
Areas ranked in red were considered “not 
worthy of inclusion in home ownership 
and lending programs” (Jackson. 2021).   

Subsequently, many, if not all, of the 
neighborhoods were home to Black 
residents.   

Jackson, Candace. “What Is Redlining?” The New York Times, The New York Times, 
17 Aug. 2021, www.nytimes.com/2021/08/17/realestate/what-is-redlining.html. 



Racism and its e�ects on urban development

Due to the a�ermath of redlining and the 
disregard to Black communities, many were 
destroyed during the 1956 Federal Aid 
Highway Act.



How can the establishment 
of a freeway cap park 
e�ectively restore and 

reconnect a community to 
its former vitality?
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Location: Dallas, TX (Highway 366)

5.2 acres

O�ce of James Burnett
Jacobs Engineering Group

- Spurred in excess of $1 billion in new development
- Reconnected districts
- Improved accessibility in/out of downtown CBD
- Air quality improvement through reduced tra�c congestion
- Additional lids being proposed in other parts of Texas

Size:

Designers:

TunnelTypology:

Benefits:

KLYDE WARREN PARK



JIM ELLIS FREEWAY PARK
Seattle, WA (Interstate 5)

5.2 acres

Lawrence Halprin 
& Associates

- Value addition for the residents and local 
businesses

- Municipal parking garage benefits
- Provision of a passive space for users while 

providing value to the Park Place building
-  increase in property tax revenues
- First freeway cap in the United States

Size:

Designers:

TunnelTypology:

Benefits:

Location:



Location: Atlanta, GA (I-75/I-85 Downtown Connector

35 acres (+/-) of re imagined 
downtown space
3 acre green
14 acres of new urban green space

Jacobs Engineering Group

 The aim of the Stitch is to advance the equitable 
revitalization of north Downtown through enhanced access 
to a�ordable housing, low-cost transportation, jobs, and 
community resources.

Size:

Designers:

TunnelTypology:

Benefits:

THE STITCH



RECONNECT RONDO
Saint Paul, MN (Interstate 94)

60 acres

TBD

- Neighborhood reconnection
- A�ordable housing
- Equitable development
- Public health/Green space
- Community leadership

Size:

Designers:

TunnelTypology:

Benefits:

Location:



SITE

How did I choose my site?



How did I choose my site?



COUNTRY LEVEL

SITE LOCATION : ABOUT THE LOCATION:

SITE AREA :

Milwaukee, WI The site is located above Interstate 43, in 
between West Center Street and West 
Wright Street. The site also includes N 8th 
St. and N 7th St.

11 acres (481,000 sq �)

CITY LEVEL NEIGHBORHOOD LEVEL
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 ANALYSIS



Provide public amenities not found within the outerlying 
community.

OBJECTIVE I

OBJECTIVE III

Provide safe and clear pedestrian circulation over the 
interstate.

Provide new housing to address housing shortages, improve 
living conditions and foster ecomonic revitilazation.
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BUILDINGS

School

Religious

Restaurants

Civil

Gas

Services

The site itself has a few amenities within a 
mile distance. However, a few streets over 
(10 min walk), on N Dr. M.L.K. Jr. Drive, there 
is a current economic boom with plenty of 
amenities. 
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HARAMBEENORTH
DIVISION

VACANT LOT CITY OWNED LOT

NORTH DIVISION
BLACK
MIXED

HISPANIC
WHITE
ASIAN
OTHER

BLACK 81.1 %
7.50 %
6.40 %
3.92 %
0.70 %
0.38 %

93.4 %
2.78 %
2.10 %
1.10 %
0.50 %
0.29 %
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WHITE
MIXED
ASIAN
OTHER

HARAMBEE

NEIGHBORHOOD



SUMMARY
Public Amenities

▪ Most of the 
economic 
opportunities are 
located a few blocks 
away on N Doctor 
M.L.K. Jr Dr.

▪ There is an 
abundance of 
daycares in the 
area.

▪ A high school is 
located two blocks 
west of the site. 

▪ Lack of easy 
accessible food 

ANALYSIS III

Neighborhood
▪ Many empty lots.
▪ Need for new housing.
▪ Need for housing 

restoration or 
demolition.

▪ Predominately black 
community. 

▪ Walking community, 
fewer amenities than 
other parts of the city 
but everything is within 
a 20 min walk.

▪ Many of the houses are 
broken down into 
individual apartments. 
Multiple apartments in 
one small home. 

ANALYSIS I

Street Condition
◦ Road conditions were 

poor. 
◦ Sidewalk conditions 

were poor to mid.
◦ Lack of safe crossings.
◦ Protected crossings 

were only found at the 
intersections near the 
bus stops.

◦ The area has a high 
concentration of 
people traveling via 
walking. 





PLAN
Scale: 1 : 350
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DETAILS



ONE | LIBRARY + PLAZA
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ONE | LIBRARY + PLAZA

Interstate 43 tunnel
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Section I | Library

Scale: 1 : 40
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Scale: 1 : 40

pERSPECTIVE iii | lIBRARY + pLAZA



Detail i | Library plaza 

Section III | Library plaza 
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Aerial Overview IV | Grocery Store

Inspiration:TWO | GROCERY STORE



THREE| TOWN HOMES + RESIDENTIAL CORRIDOR



Aerial Overview IV | Grocery Store

section Ii | library + tOWN HOMES
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THREE| TOWN HOMES + RESIDENTIAL CORRIDOR



Perspective i | natural playground
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Perspective ii | tOWN HOME ENTRANCES
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Aerial overview III |  Town home walkways

Detail i | 7th st n + 8th st N crossings
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How can the establishment 
of a freeway cap park 
e�ectively restore and 

reconnect a community to 
its former vitality?



THANK YOU
Questions?




