
First established a simple rectangle box that fit relative to the site requirements. Only 55% of the 

site can be covered due to Limited Commercial zoning in Fargo. This first shape was pushed more 

towards the east side of the site away from residential housing.

A second box was added on the south side of the first box to indicate where the main intergenerational spaces should be. This is 

the most significant part of the building, so the building height is at its tallest here. Part of the first box was pulled out to create an 

outdoor area for gathering. A smaller box was added on the northeast corner for administration and the main entrance.

A third box was added on the south side of the building to indicate where child specific services 

should go.  This way, there are seperate spaces for young children and older adults while having 

the middle of the building hold intergenerational spaces. 

URBAN PLAINS
FARGO, NORTH DAKOTA
The selec ted si te  is 

located in the Urban Plains 

neighborhood in Fargo, 

ND.  The si te  was selec ted 

for  i t s  locat ion near  the 

Scheels  Arena,  resident ia l 

housing,  Sanford Hospi tal , 

the YMCA Learning Center, 

Urban Plains Park ,  and 

easy access to  32nd 

Avenue .
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BRIDGING GENER ATIONS:
 EXPLORING INTERGENERATIONAL SHARED SITES TO COUNTERACT 
 AGE SEGREGATION

PROGR AMMING

ENVIRONMENT & SITEENVIRONMENT & SITE

MA SS TR ANSFORMATION

OLDER ADULT RECRE ATION SPACE INDOOR PL AY ARE A MULTIPURPOSE RECRE ATION ROOM

NATIVE PL ANTINGS
GREEN ROOF1

2

4
1 .  SOIL WITH PL ANTING
2 .  F ILTER FABRIC
3 .  RESERVIOR L AYER
4 .  MOISTURE RE TENTION 
5.  AER ATION L AYER
6.  THERMAL INSUL ATION

7.  DR AINAGE L AYER
8.  ROOT BARRIER
9.  MEMBR ANE PROTECTION 

10 .  WATERPROOFING 
11 .  STRUCTUR AL SUPPORT

OUTDOOR PL AY ARE A OUTDOOR PATIOS

REDUCED PARKING TO UTIL IZE 
CIT Y PROVIDED STREE T PARKING

CHILDREN’S ARE A

INTERGENER ATIONAL 
SHARED SPACES

OLDER ADULT ’S ARE A

ADMINISTR ATION

SHARED PATIOS

MECHANICAL

HARMONY HAVEN

LOBBY

 L IBR ARY

PROGR AM ROOM

PHYSICAL THER AP Y GYM

MA STER PL AN

FLOOR PL AN

RESIDENTIAL HOUSING

YMCA LE ARNING CENTER

URBAN PL AINS PARK

INTERGENER ATIONAL SPACES
MULTIPURPOSE ROOM & 
COMMUNIT Y KITCHEN LIBR ARYTHE ATERDINING ROOM

OUTDOOR PATIOS
OUTDOOR RECRE ATIONAL ARE A &

KITCHEN

DINING ROOM

STOR AGE

D. S .

COMMUNIT Y 
KITCHEN

GATHERING SPACE

STAGE

THE ATER LIBR ARY

PATIO

PATIO

S ANDBOX
OUTDOOR PL AY ARE A

PROGR AM ROOM
ADMINISTR ATION
DINING ROOM

THE ATER

MULTIPURPOSE ROOM

INDOOR PL AY ARE A

COMMUNIT Y KITCHEN

PHYSICAL THER AP Y
LIBR ARY

OLDER ADULT REC ARE A

NURSE

COFFEE BAR
MEDIA ROOM
RESTROOMS
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The dining room provides the 
oppor tuni t y  for  the young and 
old to  enjoy a  meal  toge ther  and 
have conversat ions that  can be 
educat ional  and meaningful . 

The mul t ipurpose room provides a space to  hold 
intergenerat ional  ac t iv i t ies .  The s tage can a l low for 
per formances and the communi t y  k i tchen can br ing 
generat ions together  to  cook and learn s ide by s ide . 
Modular  seat ing and tables a l low for  the space to  be 
t ransformed for  d i f ferent  events  or  ease o f  access .

The theater  can a l low for  d i f ferent 
movies to  be watched together,  a long 
wi th in format ional  v ideos for  both the 
young and old .

The l ibrar y  provides a space for  both generat ions to  come and 
read together.  O lder  adul t s  can read to  the younger  generat ion , 
or  the young can learn to  read wi th a  companion .  Di f ferent 
seat ing areas are provided for  larger  group events  or  smal l  one 
on one t ime .  In  addi t ion to  the main l ibrar y  space ,  there is  a 
media space more a imed for  o lder  adul t s  for  a  quie ter  reading 
or  media t ime .

Harmony Haven provides di f ferent  outdoor  spaces for  both generat ions to  gather.  On the east  s ide 
o f  the bui ld ing ,  there are covered pat ios for  sun protec t ion wi th ra ised garden beds .  This  a l lows for 
the oppor tuni t y  for  o lder  adul t s  and chi ldren to  p lant  and garden together.  On the west  s ide o f  the 
bui ld ing ,  there is  an outdoor  p lay area wi th d i f ferent  p lay equipment  for  chi ldren a long wi th seat ing 
and walk ing paths for  o lder  adul t s .  There are ample walk ing paths around the bui ld ing that  can be 
used at  any t ime .

A ge segregat ion is  a  growing phenomenon in  the Uni ted 

S tates .  The young and old have l i t t le  to  no oppor tuni t ies 

to  br idge the gap that  has formed be tween these two 

generat ions .  This  leads to  the format ion o f  s tereot ypes 

and pre judices that  reduce unders tanding and empathy.

Pair ing together  the young and old can faci l i tate 
meaningful  re lat ionships that  push to  keep socie t ies 

toge ther.  Intergenerat ional  shared s i tes  o f fer  ser v ices 

wi th a  shared program between youth and older  adul t s . 

These s i tes  can address topics such as physical ,  cogni t ive , 

mental  heal th ,  socia l  iso lat ion ,  and lonel iness in  both 

par t ies  involved .  In  addi t ion ,  chi ldren can bene f i t  f rom 

having re lat ionships wi th an o lder  adul t  who can provide 

care and mentor ing that  corre late  to  developmental  sk i l ls 

that  are essent ia l  in  young people .  

Harmony Haven is  an intergenerat ional  day care center 

that  provides dai ly  care to  o lder  adul t s  and young chi ldren 

whi le  provid ing spaces that  a l low for  ac t iv i t ies  that 

provide learning and col laborat ion be tween par t ic ipants . 

The program ensures that  are separate spaces for  each 

age to  a l low for  t ime alone or  separate ser v ices whi le 

a lso provid ing spaces that  a l low for  the over lap be tween 

generat ions .
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