
Collaborative learners work well with 
peers. Having study activities with others 
allows for verbal and non-verbal 
connection that strengthens their 
empathetic nature. 

Logical learners recognize connections, 
concepts, and rationale. Dealing with 
numbers and categories are compatible 
with these students. 

Intrapersonal learners do best when 
having time to reflect and work in 
solitude. Operating with minimal 
distraction grants these students 
comprehension for their lessons.

Physical learners respond positively to 
hands-on lessons. Performing tasks and 
having opportunity to discover through 
their senses allows for new concepts and 
ideas to be generated. 

Aural learners absorb lessons through 
hearing. Being able to listen to 
information allows the aural learners to 
process and comprehend instruction.

Verbal learners respond well to spoken 
word. Rhymes, acronyms, role playing, 
and mnemonic devices are techniques 
that teachers and students can use to 
support verbal learners. 

Visual learners retain information 
through images, maps, colors, and 
pictures. Providing spaces for students to 
see and absorb content allows for visual 
learning. 
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DESIGNING EARLY EDUCATION FOR ALL
THE FUTURE OF OUR FUTURE

FLORENCE KLINGENSMITH ELEMENTARY

SCALE: 1” = 45’-0” 

PRECAST WALL DETAIL
SCALE: 1” = 2’-0” 

GREEN ROOF DETAIL
SCALE: 1” = 1’-0” 

GREEN ROOF 
A green roof benefits the school through improved stormwater management,

energy conservation, insulation, biodiversity, roof longevity, and air quality.

Daylighting in schools can elevate moods, increase concentration, and raise
grades. It also can supplement heating and cooling costs with proper

 placement and specifications.

North Dakota is an optimal state to incorporate geothermal because of the
geography. Geothermal heating and cooling is highly efficient and will reduce

long-term bills through increased lifespan and less maintenance.

The location of this school receives 8.5-16 hours of direct southern light per day.
Capturing that energy will allow the school to reduce emissions,

save costs, and be a teaching tool for the community.

SUNLIGHT EXPOSURE

SOLAR CAPTURE

COLLABORATIVELOGICAL SOLITARY PHYSICALAUDITORY VERBAL VISUAL

GEOTHERMAL HEATING & COOLING

SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS

LEARNING STYLE CONSIDERATIONS

SITE AND FLOOR PLAN
SCALE: 1” = 30’-0” 
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PARKING

PICK-UP/DROP-OFF

DETENTION POND

PLAYGROUNDS

COMMUNITY GARDEN
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Florence “Treetops” Klingensmith is an icon of aviation with deep roots in 
North Dakota. She worked for years breaking down barriers by apprenticing 
at Hector International Airport and eventually became North Dakota’s first 
licensed woman pilot. Florence serves as an example for the students to 
overcome obstacles and push expectations. She exemplified flight and the 
Falcon mascot reminds students to do the same by soaring  above. 

Starting from a young age, children strive to be wanted, accepted, and included. 
Elementary schools and their experiences can greatly influence the rest of a 
child’s life, even into adulthood. In the field of education, the physical building 
can help shape the users by understanding individual learning types and 
implementing those into initial planning. Identifying the problems within the 
current education system and modeling creative solutions is the intended 
objective of universal design within elementary education. All students, no 
matter their physical or emotional abilities, fall somewhere within the range of 
learning styles. Discovering how to incorporate the styles into initial architectural 
planning is crucial to successful universal design. Including all students by 
various means will be the overall intention of the elementary school. Establishing 
an educational framework that is supported by architecture will help students of 
all abilities learn and develop into successful and active members of society. 
Schools are places to bring together the people of a region. If the focus of an 
educational building starts with a child - families, communities, and societies can 
be influenced. Hence, if that school building can serve as a place for everyone to 
be seen, the community will benefit from happier and healthier users. 
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FURNITURE PLAN
SECTION PERSPECTIVE

2038 76 Ave. S
Fargo, ND 

SITE
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PRECAST STRUCTURE
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