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6.3 MILLION  
Companion animals enter shelters each year

(Mitchell, 2022)



ANIMAL WELFARE

Shelters today operate at the minimum requirements for providing 
animal housing units when placed in captivity due to the lack of 
space which affects the animals’ physical and mental well-being



LACK OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Animal shelters are seeing less involvement and support from local 
community members forcing shelters to place animals in inhumane 

housing and increase euthanasia rates



OBJECTIVE

Understand how to implement proper animal housing units that 
make a positive impact on animal welfare

Implement resources on the site that encourage community 
involvement to promote human-animal interactions 



BACKGROUND



ANIMAL PROTECTION

(Ramirez, 2023)



Companion animals enter shelters every year

1822 - MARTIN’S ACT

 

(“Cruel Treatment of Cattle Act 1822,” 2023)



1866 - ASPCA

(History of the ASPCA, 2024)



1858 - PRIVATE ANIMAL SHELTER

(Jaskot, 2017)



(Buchholz, 2021)



(Ho et al., 2021)



(Hoffman et al., 2021)

26%  
Of animals acquired during COVID-19
 were relinquished back to shelters



(Swiatecki, 2023)

(Grablick, 2023)



(Grablick, 2023)(Wagner et al., 2018)



HOMEWARD
ANIMAL SHELTER

Fargo, ND



(16th Annual BARCStoberfest Results!, 2020)



(Animal Assisted Intervention (AAI), 2022)



LOCATION



(Hudson, WI, 2024)





(St. Croix County, WI GIS, 2024)

HUDSON, WI



(St. Croix County, WI GIS, 2024)
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SITE IMAGES
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SITE LAYOUT



PUBLIC DOG PUDDLE

PUBLIC WALKING TRAILS 

DOG BEACH 

PUBLIC FENCED-IN DOG PARKS 

INTERACTIVE FOUNTAINS AND PLAY AREA TO 
PROVIDE ENTERTAINMENT AND ENCOURAGE 
MENTAL STIMULATION 

WALKING TRAILS ENCOURAGE COMMUNITY 
INTERACTIONS ON SITE WHILE PROVIDING PHYSICAL 
EXERCISE FOR HUMANS AND ANIMALS

OFFERS THERAPEUTIC EXERCISE THAT RELIEVES 
STRESS AND REDUCES MENTAL STIMULATION

PROVIDES A SAFE PUBLIC SPACE FOR DOGS IN THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY TO SOCIALIZE AND ENCOURAGE DOG-LIKE BEHAVIOR 



DOG PARK DOG PUDDLE
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DOG FACILITIES
CAT FACILITIES

COMMUNITY CENTER
NON-ANIMAL FACILITIES

ADDITIONAL ANIMAL SPACE 



DOG FACILITIES
CAT FACILITIES

COMMUNITY CENTER
NON-ANIMAL FACILITIES

ADDITIONAL ANIMAL SPACE 

INDOOR DOG RUNS 

FULL SERVICE CLINIC 
CLINIC SPACE HELPS TO SERVICE 
ANIMALS IN NEED WITHOUT 
HAVING TO TRANSPORT ANIMALS 
TO PARTNERING LOCATIONS FOR 
TREATMENT 

CAT CAFE 
A SPACE WHERE PEOPLE AND CATS CAN 
INTERACT AND GAIN THE THERAPEUTIC 
BENEFITS OF HUMAN-ANIMAL 
RELATIONSHIPS

LOBBY VISUALIZATION ROOMS 
ROOMS THAT ALLOW VISITORS TO SEE ANIMALS 
UPON ENTRY TO ENCOURAGE ADOPTION AND THE 
ANIMALS ARE ABLE TO GAIN MORE VISUAL 
STIMULATION FROM PEOPLE 

COMMUNITY CENTER 
DESIGNED TO HOST LARGE GROUP EVENTS 
AND PROVIDE EDUCATIONAL COURSES OR 
TRAININGS

SYNTHETIC TURF 
PROVIDES EASY TO CLEAN 
OUTDOOR DOG RUNS AND 
BENEFITS DOUBLE 
COMPARTMENT HOUSING 

ALLOW FOR SAFE PHYSICAL ACTIVITY 
OUTSIDE OF THEIR KENNELS DURING 
WINTER MONTHS

HOUSING DESIGN LAYOUT 
REDUCES MORE NOISE AND STRESS THAN 
STANDARD FACE TO FACE HOUSING WHILE 
PROVIDING FAIR ADOPTION OPPORTUNITIESEASY TO TRAVEL PATHWAYS 

WIDE HALLWAYS PERMIT EASY MOVEMENT 
OF STAFF AND ANIMALS 

LONGTERM HOUSING 
A SPACE FOR CATS WITH MEDICAL 
CONCERNS OR BIRTH DEFECTS TO 
PREVENT THEM FROM GETTING 
EUTHANIZED

CAT GREEN SPACE 
OUTDOOR SPACE FOR CATS TO 
GAIN ENRICHMENT AND 
STIMULATION BY WATCHING 
BIRDS AND PEOPLE AT THE SITE

STAFF & VOLUNTEERS 
SPACED AWAY FROM ANIMALS AND 
PROVIDES A COMFORTABLE 
ENVIRONMENT TO REDUCE STRESS 
ON STAFF 



CAT CAFE



CAT GREEN SPACE
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LIGHT ANALYSIS

SCALE
0 3 9 18FT



ALUMINUM

POWDER COATED STEEL

FIBERGLASS REINFORCED PLASTIC

PVC WALL PANELING

 SEAMLESS EPOXY FLOORING

PORCELAIN TILE

  AIRDRAIN  
ARTIFICIAL DOG TURF 

MATERIALS



SHELF/LEVELS WITHIN 

EASY TO CLEAN MATERIALS 

AMPLE FLOOR SPACE 

 

SCRATCHING SURFACE

LITTER BOX SCREEN

OPEN STYLE CAGING

EASY FEEDING ACCESS 

PLASTIC LATCHES 

DOUBLE COMPARTMENT 
ENOUGH ROOM FOR MOVEMENT IN 
ADDITION TO BEDDING AND TOYS

SAFE AND DURABLE MATERIALS ALLOW FOR 
LESS BREAKDOWN FROM CLEANING SUPPLIES 
AND STAFF USE LESS TIME TO PERFORM 
CLEANING TASKS

ENCOURAGE NORMAL BEHAVIOR AND 
PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT

ROTATING FEEDING PORTS ARE MORE 
TIME EFFICIENT FOR STAFF AND MAKES 
FEEDING TIME MORE ENJOYABLE

ALLOWS FOR BETTER VENTILATION 
AND ENCOURAGES INTERACTION 
WITH HUMANS

ALLOWS FOR PRIVACY AND VENTILATION

PRIVATE LITTER BOX
A LARGE LITTER BOX SPACE THAT 
ALLOWS FOR PROPER POSTURE 
WHEN IN USE AND REDUCES STRESS 
FROM LITTER GETTING TO LIVING 
SPACES AND MAKES CLEANING 
EASIER FOR STAFF

PROVIDES ELEVATION AND A SLEEPING 
SPACE OFF THE FLOOR OF THE UNIT

PREVENTS CONTAMINATION FROM 
LIVING AND RELIEF AREA AND MAKES 
CLEANING EASIER WITHOUT HAVING TO 
COMPLETELY REMOVE OCCUPANT

PLASTIC LATCHES AND 
NON-METAL DOORS REDUCE 
NOISE IN ROOMS WHICH CAN 
CAUSE SEVERE STRESS TO CATS

CAT HOUSING



SOUND ABSORBING CEILING 

ABOVE KENNEL WINDOW 

EASY FEEDING ACCESS 

RAISED BEDDING & TOYS

GUILLOTINE DOOR 

BACK OF KENNEL DRAINAGE 

AIRDRAIN SYNTHETIC TURF 

VISUAL CONTROL FENCING 

RAISED WINDOW
 

PROVIDES NATURAL LIGHT WITHOUT 
CAUSING OVERSTIMULATION

ENCOURAGES VISUAL STIMULATION AND 
SOCIALIZATION WHILE BLOCKING VISUALS 
WHEN STRESSED

SAFE, DURABLE TURF SYSTEM THAT MAKES 
OUTDOOR KENNEL CLEANING EASIER

AUTOMATIC DOOR ALLOWS DOGS OUTSIDE 
WHEN TIME TO RELIEVE THEMSELVES

IMPORTANT TO ENSURE EASY CLEANING AND 
PREVENT WATER BUILD UP 

RADIANT FLOOR HEATING 
PROVIDES COMFORT IN COLD ATMOSPHERE

EASY ACCESS DOOR 
DOOR PROVIDES OPEN AIR ACCESS ABOVE 
WHILE CLOSED ON THE BOTTOM TO PREVENT 
CONTAMINATION FROM PASSING ANIMALS

DOUBLE PANE WINDOW TO 
REDUCE NOISE AND GIVES DOGS 
PRIVACY WHILE ALLOWING 
HUMANS A VISUAL

MINIMIZE NOISE IN KENNELS TO REDUCE STRESS 
IN DOGS AND PREVENT NOISE FROM AFFECTING 
STAFF 

PROVIDES COMFORT AND DIFFERENT 
SLEEPING LOCATIONS

EASY TO CLEAN MATERIALS 
SAFE AND DURABLE MATERIALS ALLOW FOR 
LESS BREAKDOWN FROM CLEANING SUPPLIES 
AND STAFF USE LESS TIME TO PERFORM 
CLEANING TASKS

DOUBLE COMPARTMENT 

ROTATING FEEDING PORTS ARE MORE 
TIME EFFICIENT FOR STAFF AND MAKES 
FEEDING TIME MORE ENJOYABLE

PREVENTS CONTAMINATION FROM 
LIVING AND RELIEF AREA AND MAKES 
CLEANING EASIER WITHOUT HAVING TO 
COMPLETELY REMOVE OCCUPANT

DOG HOUSING



DOG KENNELS





THANK YOU
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