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CREATING A BEAUTIFUL CATHOLIC CHURCY
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CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS - ST. MARY

Holdingford, MN currently has 2 Catholic church buildings: St. Mary’s,
built by German immigrants, and St. Hedwig’s, built by Polish
immigrants. The two parishes have since merged and operate as a
parish cluster with several nearby churches. The two Holdingford
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churches are each over a century old and will be closed soon due to
maintenence expense and disrepair. The proposed new church is
located on property owned by the church and adjecent to the existing
St. Mary’s church and parish rectory. This allows for the new church to
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use the existing parking lot. The new plan follows the traditional -m!s-:-* -
liturgical orientation, with the altar on the east end of the nave, ST. HEDWIG'S CATHOLIC CHURCH
symbolizing Christ as the sunrise, bringing light to the world.
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VESICA PISCIS

Vesica Piscis translates from Latin to “Vessel of the Fish” and refers to the shape of twc
equally sized circles arranged so that the edge of one intersects with the center point ¢
the other. This shape symbolizes many important teachings of Christianity, and is t
basis of the fish shape, or Icthis, that early Christians used to identify their churches and
homes. The recurring presence of fish in the Gospels and Jesus’ call to become “/Fishers
of Men” (Mk 1:17) give the shape symbolic importance in the mission of the church
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The subdividing circles form their own Vesica
Piscis and are continued down the length of ;ﬂﬁ
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plan, with the altar placed at the center point
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