
Amin A

How can architecture be utilized to reshape narratives 
of nationalism and foster a sense of global unity within 
a Culturally Responsive Sustainable Cultural District 
in Aden, Yemen? 

Arch 772 
Design Thesis
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Story
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Zain’s Struggles
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Zain’s Hope for the 
future
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Countries apart

The Rise of Divisive 
Nationalism
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Countries apart

The Solution to 
Divisive Nationalism
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The History and 
Context of Yemen
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Aden, Yemen: A 
Historical Beacon



Modern Islamic 
Architecture: A Vehicle 

for Unity























The Importance of the 
Project for Yemen



Data Collection 
Techniques



• Located in Hong Kong, faced challenges in 

planning due to limited public participation

• Project suspended in 2006, restarted with a 

statutory-body development approach

• Construction began in 2013, enhancing 

area's permeability and connectivity

• Emphasizes cultural significance and diverse 

stakeholder engagement

• Lessons on importance of inclusive planning 

and community involvement

Case Study:
West Kowloon 

Cultural District



• Located adjacent to traditional temples in Hong Kong

• Venue for theatrical events, parades, and traditional performances

• Main stage design inspired by local opera headdress

• Enhances area's permeability and connectivity, revitalizing the waterfront

• Demonstrates how architecture can revitalize traditional culture

Case Study:
District Cultural 

Square



• Focuses on the Nantou Ancient City, 

an urbanized village with rich history

• Underwent urban renewal to enhance 

public satisfaction

• Considered accessibility, lighting, 

aesthetics, and public space quality

• Aims to display Shenzhen's original 

culture and promote public 

participation

• Balances preservation with 

modernization

Case Study:
Shenzhen 

Cultural District



• Mixed-use development in Abu Dhabi, UAE

• Features residential areas, retail spaces, and 

the landmark Gastrodome

• Waterfront edge activated by shops and 

cafes

• Focus on high-end residential units and 

vibrant public spaces

• Demonstrates integration of cultural and 

commercial elements

Case Study:
Saadiyat Island 

Cultural District



• Specific details about the Sanya Cultural District are not provided

• Each cultural district has unique characteristics and challenges

• Analysis would involve understanding its context, design principles, and outcomes

• Provides insights into sustainable urbanism in different settings

• Emphasizes the importance of tailored approaches to cultural district development

Case Study:
Sanya Cultural 

District



Cultural 
Spaces

Cultural District: 
Nexus of culture



Cultural 
Spaces



Unity 
Plaza



Souk



The Cultural 
Spaces: A Symbol of 

Unity
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Floor Plans
 First Floor



Floor Plans
 Second Floor



Floor Plans
 Third Floor
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Perforated wall















Plan view







Unity Plaza: A Unifying 
Focal Point and 
Gathering Space
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Plan view



Souk: A Yemeni Street 
Market
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Floor Plans
 First Floor



Floor Plans
 Second Floor



 Souk
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