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THE REFUGEE CAMP EVOLVED

With an ever-increasing number of dis-
placed people, the world has seen a con-
stant need for basic human necessities 
such as food, water, and shelter. Refugee 
camps are intended to be necessary, 
quick solutions to house displaced 
people. However, many camps can turn 
into human storage facilities and living 
conditions can feel like a prison. Tradition 
and culture are often overlooked when 
setting up refugee camps.

Over time, the refugee camp may evolve 
into a more permanent settlement. How 
can we guide the hyper-modern urban 
evolution of a refugee camp into a more 
sustainable, culturally sensitive refugee 
settlement? My thesis explores the line 
between modern and vernacular urban-
ism and proposes a solution that pro-
vides order, sustainability, and scalability 
while also taking a close look at the cul-
ture of South Sudanese refugees in the 
Agojo Refugee Settlement located in 
Northern Uganda.


