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MY TOPIC

How can the art of music can be translated into the 
field of architecture in a way that both educates on the 
significant effects music has on the individual and the 
importance of having architecture embodied with 
meaning.



MUSIC’S STORY



MUSIC’S ORIGINS

“Chora takes on layered and reflexive significance due to a 
basic situational duplicity inherent to dramatic 
representation. Performers often present the “land” in 
question as “this land,” thereby implicating not simply the 
play’s (often remote) geographical setting….but also, 
somewhat paradoxically, the very land within and upon which 
the performers were acting…” (p. 336)

Locations “bore layered significance for the people gathered 
in the theatre, as each feature was in some way tied to 
familiar myths, historical events, and common civic 
practices.” (p. 336)

Landrum, L. (2016). Chōra before Plato: Architecture, Drama, and Receptivity. In A. Pérez-Gómez & S. Parcell (Eds.), 
Chora: Intervals in the Philosophy of Architecture (Vol. 7, pp. 323–358). McGill-Queen’s University Press.
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A SHIFT AWAY FROM MEANING

Music is no longer created for a purpose

Architecture is no longer created with meaning

Meaning is assumed to come after

Pérez-Gómez, A. (2016b). Timely Meditations, Vol.2: Architectural Philosophy and Hermeneutics (Selected Essays on 
Architecture) (Vol. 2). CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform.

Pérez-Gómez, A. (1994). Chora: The Space of Architectural Representation (Vol. 1). McGill-Queen’s University Press.
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MUSIC IN OUR WORLD



Individual - Micro

Cosmic – Macro

MUSIC’S CONNECTIONS

7.Pérez-Gómez, A. (1994). Chora: The Space of Architectural Representation (Vol. 1). McGill-Queen’s University Press.

Godwin, J. (1992). The Harmony of the Spheres: A Sourcebook of the Pythagorean Tradition in Music. Inner Traditions 
International.



SUPERSTRINGS

Our universe is made of tiny strings that vibrate, both on an 
individual level and in relation to each other

If the world is made of vibrations, music relates to everything

8.

Kuma. (2016, May 3). Difference Between Fermions and Bosons. Pediaa.Com. https://pediaa.com/difference-between-
fermions-and-bosons/

Mattson, M. (2021). Imagine the Universe! IMAGINE THE UNIVERSE! 
https://imagine.gsfc.nasa.gov/science/questions/superstring.html



MUSIC’S PRESENCE

Music and sound are present everywhere

Similar to light, music and sound give meaning to our world

Music is made of lots of details and perspectives coming together

Marcolio Facino - “The eye sees nothing else except the light of the sun, 
for the shapes and colors of bodies are never seen unless they are 
illuminated with light…The eyes, with the help of a certain ray of their own 
perceive the light this imprinted: the light itself cannot be a body, since it 
fills the whole world instantaneously from east to west penetrates the 
whole body of air and water everywhere without obstruction.” (p.51) (as 
cited in Pérez-Gómez, 2016a)

Pérez-Gómez, A. (2016a). Attunement: Architectural Meaning After the Crisis of Modern Science. The MIT Press.

Spitzer, M. (2015). Metaphor and Musical Thought. The University of Chicago Press.



HOW DOES MUSIC RELATE 
TO ARCHITECTURE



MUSIC AND ARCHITECTURE

Both connected to history

Both strong in emotions and atmospheres

Both relate to harmony and dissonance

Both can relate to proportion and ratios
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MUSIC TO ARCHITECTURE
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PRECEDENT



BERLINER PHILHARMONIE

Berlin, Germany

Hans Scharoun
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Zohlen, G. (n.d.). Space—Music—People. Berliner Philharmoniker. Retrieved May 8, 2024, from https://www.berliner-
philharmoniker.de/en/about-us/philharmonie/architecture/

Kroll, A. (2019, January 14). Architecture Classics: Berlin Philharmonic / Hans Scharoun. ArchDaily. 
https://www.archdaily.com/108538/ad-classics-berlin-philharmonic-hans-scharoun



ARTEFACT



MUSIC – EMOTION - CONNECTION

Literature – Light and Gold (Lux Aurumque)
Music - Whitacre: Lux Aurumque
Art – Watercolor Paintings

Light, Light

Light, Light

Light, Light

Warm

Warm

And Heavy

And Heavy

And Heavy

Pure 

Pure Like Gold

They Sing and Sing and Sing

To the Newborn Babe





















ARCHITECTURE



THE BUILDING

A Theater and museum, where people experience atmospheres and learn 
about them

Tells the story of music

Shows how music relates to humanity

The human experience affects art and art affects the human experience

Music and architecture relate to everyone

How music creates atmospheres, just like architecture



AUSTIN, TEXAS
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THANK YOU
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