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Where is our place?   

NASA, ESA, CSA, and STScI. (2022, July 12). Cosmic Cliffs [Image]  NASA



 Jean-Nicolas-Louis Durand’s Systemized Architecture  Urban Sprawl within Los Angeles, California  

Durand, J.-N.-L., & Legrand, J. G. (1801). IX [1800/1801] (Bd. [Planches]). Paris: 
Gillé. http://doi.org/10.11588/diglit.1608

Braut, S. (2008, March 26). Los Angeles Urban Sprawl [Photograph]. Flickr.



Project Proposal - Harkening back to the observatory’s of 
old, these modern temples will allow 
one to see their celestial being and the 
power of their individual light of 
consciousness 

Tack, J. (2014, March 18). Kitts Peak National Observatory [Photograph]. Condé Nast Traveler 



History of Cosmic Triangulation  



Gobekli Tepe 

9500 B.C.   
 Oyaboya. (2022, June 3). Gobekli Tepe [Photograph]. iStock.

Burgess, M. (2011, May 1). Gobekli Tepe Archaeological Site Near Sanliurfa, Urfa, Turkey 
[Photograph]. Alamy.

Steinhilber, B. (2008, November). Gobekli Tepe [Photograph]. Smithsonian Magazine.



Jacob’s Ladder 

“Belonging to neither to heaven nor earth, yet 
capable of fusing them together, angels form an 
axis mundi, or Jacob’s ladder, which permits 
material transcendence.”

- Terrance Galvin: The Angel and The Mirror 

 

Jacob’s Ladder  

Murillo, B. E. (1660-1665). Jacob’s Dream with Jacob’s Ladder [Painting]. Ancient Origins



VanderWolf. Cologne Cathedral, Germany [Photograph]. Pixers.  

Jacob’s Ladder Manifested: The Cathedral   



DRAC Île-de-France/CAILLOUX et Cie. [Interior of Saint Denis] ] [Image]. The stained-glass windows of the ambulatory of the Basilica 
of Saint-Denis will once again shine. Ministere De La Culture  

“The light of the sun, equated with the lumen of Christ, enables the 
light sent forth by the eye to receive the impression of material 
objects in the world. The unification of light and material is critical.”

- Jason Crow: The Sacred Stones of Saint Denis 

Light as a Spiritual Ladder: Saint Denis 



The Loss of Spiritual Light 

The Loss of Spiritual Light: 
Objectification of the Cosmos

Hulton Archive/Getty Images. Galileo Galilei [Photograph]. Fox News.



Roden Crater: James Turrell 

“At Roden Crater, I was interested in taking the cultural artifice of 
art out into the natural surround. I wanted the work to be enfolded 
in nature in such a way that light from the sun, moon and stars 
empowered the spaces.” 

-James Turrell 

Turrell, J. (n.d.). Roden Crater, Crater’s Eye [Photograph]. Photograph by Florian Holzherr. Inherite.

Turrell, J. (2010). Roden Crater, East Portal [Photograph]. Photograph by Florian Holzherr. Gwarlingo.                                                                      

Turrell, J. (2024). Roden Crater From A Distance [Photograph]. Skystone Foundation. 

  



Models of Cosmic Place



Robert Fludd’s Macrocosmic and Microcosmic Depictions 
from Utrisqi Cosmi 1617

Fludd, R. (1617) Utriusque cosmi maioris scilicet et minoris metaphysica, physica atque technica historia in duo volumin ecundum cosmi differentiam divisa. Tomus Primus. 
Reprinted by Science HIstory Library 

Fludd, R. (1618). Diagram showing man's position in the universe, 1617-19 [Copperplate engraving]. Utriusque Cosmi Maioris Scilicet Et Minoris Metaphysica, Physica Atque 
Technica Historia in Duo Volumina Secundum Cosmi Differentiam Divisa. Reprinted by Hieronymus Galler. https://digital.sciencehistory.org/works/fvm4tyd

https://digital.sciencehistory.org/works/fvm4tyd


Neural Network Tree Branches  River Branches 

Shuster, A. (2021, March 11). A normal Purkinje brain cell (top) and a Purkinje cell with a 
GluD2 gene mutation (bottom) [Digital image]. Stanford News. 

Van Oort, L. (2022, January 30). Tree Branch Network [Photograph]. RICOH IMAGING COMPANY, 
LTD., PENTAX K-1. Unsplash.

NASA/GSFC/LaRC/JPL, MISR Team. Yarlung Tsangpo River, China [Digital image]. NASA. 



Anselm Kiefer Sunflowers 

“Orders of the Night” by Anselm Kiefer 

In this painting, Anselm Kiefer depicts himself as a 
figure beneath a sunflower bloom that reaches up high 
like a streetlamp, the artist lies gazing up into the array 
of dark seeds that look to him like a night sky. The 
painting speaks to the longing to be subsumed into a 
cosmic whole. In Keifer’s piece viewers see themselves 
becoming transformed. 

In the same way poetic architectural space can transform 
the user as much as the user transforms the space. 

Kiefer, A. (1996). Die Orden der Nacht [Acrylic, emulsion, and shellac on canvas]. Seattle Art 
Museum, Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Hedreen, 99.85. Photo by Natali Wiseman. 



Dirt: The Ecstatic Skin of the Earth 

“The truth is we don’t know the first thing about dirt. We don’t even know where it comes from. All we can say is it 

doesn’t come from here. Our sun is too young and cool to manufacture anything larger than helium.” 

- William Bryant Logan in Dirt: The Ecstatic Skin of Earth 

 Tortoon (October 04, 2015) Close up hand holding soil peat moss stock [Photograph] IStock.



Dirt Reimagined: An Observatory of Our Inner Light 



The Universal Connection: Poetic Analogy  

- “Analogy is not just a literary device or a cognitive tool; 
it reflects the intricate tapestry of existence, where 
everything is interconnected, and beauty arises from 
recognizing these connections.” - Octavio Paz

- Analogies allow the poet and the reader to leap 
beyond the confines of the known world, offering 
glimpses into a world where the spiritual and the 
material merge.  

Octavio Paz: Mexican Poet and 
Diplomat  

Sommer, G. [Octavio Paz] [Photograph]. 
Gamma-Rapho via Getty Images.



A Poetic Constellation 



Tava | Pikes Peak: The Mountain of The Sun 

Tava | Pikes Peak Ute Tribe of Colorado 

Oldfield, D. (2013, October 30). Pikes Peak Sunrise above the Air Force Academy [Photograph]. Lander Gallery.

Frederick James Elliott. [Ute Tribe River Crossing]  [Image]. Southern Ute Archives 

https://www.invaluable.com/artist/elliott-frederick-james-g2fllpoinx


In Reverence to the Sun: Pikes Peak 
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Temple of Spatial Expansion 

1

CERN/PA. (2022, April 21). [Large Hadron Collider] [Image]. The Guardian. 



The Observatory of Self 

2

 ESA/ATG medialab. (n.d.). [James Webb Space Telescope] 
[Digital image]. Space.com. ESA/ATG medialab. (n.d.). [James 
Webb Space Telescope] [Digital image]. Space.com.



Temple of Celestial Connection 

3

Murillo, B. E. (1660-1665). Jacob’s Dream with Jacob’s Ladder [Painting]. Ancient 
Origins



Observatory of The Sun 

4

Kiefer, A. (1996). Die Orden der Nacht [Acrylic, emulsion, and shellac on canvas]. Seattle Art 
Museum, Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Hedreen, 99.85. Photo by Natali Wiseman. Kiefer, A. 
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The Floating Sanctuary: Flam, Norway 

“To have faith is like when you trust yourself to the water. You don't 
grab hold of the water when you swim, because if you do you will 
become stiff and tight in the water, and sink. You have to relax, and 
the attitude of faith is the very opposite of clinging, and holding on.”

- Alan Watts 

Cookelma. (2019, August 12). Aurlandsfjord, town of Flam at dawn [Photograph]. iStock.



In Reverence to the Moon: Flam, Norway 
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Temple of The Moon Petals

1



Temple of The Great Chain

Fludd, R. (1617) Macrocosmic and Microcosmic Description [Copperplate Engraving]  Utriusque cosmi 
maioris scilicet et minoris metaphysica, physica atque technica historia in duo volumina secundum cosmi 
differentiam divisa. Tomus Primus. reprinted by Science HIstory Institute. 

2



Temple of Cosmic Communication

3

‘Jacob’s Dream’ with Jacob’s ladder (1660-1665) by Bartolomé 
Esteban Murill.

Murillo, B. E. (1660-1665). Jacob’s Dream with Jacob’s Ladder [Painting]. Ancient 
Origins 



The Observatory of the Moon 
4



Observatory of 
the Moon 

Temple of the 
Moon Petals 

Temple of the 
Great Chain

Temple of Cosmic 
Communication



“Just like the cosmos converge. We converge with each other.” 
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