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thesis prep

How did I get here?



thesis question

What impact can architecture and design have on the healing process 
within the context of a refugee camp?



theoretical lens

War.               Rape.              Torture.              Orphaned.

What is our response?



humanitarian design

The process of designing products, services, or 
systems for populations affected by natural disasters.
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“As a kid from ages 1-7 I worried every day if the the truck would come that would 
deliver our food.” ANONYMOUS When my hometown was destroyed due to 
violence we were forced to flee our home and start a refugee camp. This was in 
the jungle near Nepal. The camp was literally in the middle of trees, vegetation, 
and wildlife with no infrastructure. People were forced to use the bathroom right 
outside of their dwellings right in front of stranger there was no infrastructure to 
help. ANONYMOUS “I have been roaming aimlessly with my son for 60 days now. 
Nobody has shown us the way. if I want to apply for asylum, how exactly should I 
go about it? Where am I supposed to start my life? I cannot live here. How many 
more days can I live like this?” ANONYMOUS Having the opportunity to receive 
an education completely changed the opportunities I was able to have leaving 
the camp. I was able to attend a university and start a life after I left the camp. 
ANONYMOUS 



altered lens

Shigeru Ban 



tension

Quantity. Efficiency. Cost. 

Sustainable. Long Term. Truly Helpful.
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Forcibly Displaced People

- Asylum Seekers

- Internally displaced

- Stateless

- Migrants

- Refugees
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Daryna felt lost in a new city and surrounding after fleeing conflict in her hometown in Ukraine. To make 
things even harder, she became a first time mother during this period as well. But after attending the GROW 
program, she feels resilient, and is motivated to work for a future for her family. DARYNA Rawan felt ashamed 
at returning to school after missing several years as he was older than all his peers. He struggled with feeling 
angry and defeated. But after attending the GROW program, he is motivated to work for a future for himself 
and his family, and has learned how to have authentic hope! RAWAN Judi had feelings of worthlessness, 
and even contemplated suicide, until she heard about Tutapona’s one-on-one support through her children 
attending the Heroes Journey. She found the strength to continue, and now finds joy in being with her family! 
JUDI Jamilla felt alone with no where to turn after fleeing from Syria, and losing two of her children. Then one 
day, Tutapona staff came to visit her in her tent, and invited her to attend a GROW program. She learn about 
forgiveness, and how that forgiveness can set her free! Now, she feels lighter, happier, and closer to God. JAMILLA 
Aliyah felt like she had failed her family when she was unable to provide for them after arriving in Uganda. 
She began isolating herself, and considered ending her life. After attending the Tutapona’s programming, 
she has learned ways to cope with her emotions, and has built a community of people she trusts and can 
talk to . ALIYAH Revind felt alone, and she didn’t know how to deal with the emotions she was facing. After 
attending the Heroes Journey, she learned the power of belief, and now she knows that God is always with 
her, no matter what she is facing! Revin is a hero! REVIN  Jowan started to feel afraid and ashamed at a young 

age. After participating in the Heroes Journey program, he is now excited about life everyday! JOWAN
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project goals

Circular Design

EquitySustainability

Decrease Fear Incorporate 
Holistic Health 

Strategies

Walkable 
Distances
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COMPOSITION
The building are composed of 
primarily locally sourced 
materials. These lower cost 
and decrease the need for 
specialized education for 
construction. The dwelling 
utilized primitive building 
technologies to allow for all 
the materials to be grown and 
harvested on site. The larger 
structures utilize on site clay 
brick making for the main 
walls. The load bearing 
members of these structures 
are the only parts that would 
required special training to 
assemble.

Solar Panels

Water Collection

Steel Roof

Steel Structure

Plaster Structure

Clay Brick

Bamboo Casework

Thatch Leaves

Bamboo Structure

Mud Walls

Urban design strategies of consolidating and 
condensing space are being used to manage growth 
for the future.

The vegetation is staying similar to the existing 
context with the exception of large tree ways that 
connect one cluster hub to another cluster hub. This 
provides ample space for habitat and animal 
migration to not be impeded on.

The housing clusters are placed in a way to allow for 
holistic health strategies to flow throughout the 
master plan. Space is left open for schools, 
restrooms, outdoor sports, etc.

The schools and rest rooms were strategically placed. 
The schools frame outdoor spaces and the 
restrooms are located near the road ways to facilitate 
maintenance and upkeep. 

PROCESS 

PROCESS 

Laundromat is an art instillation 
done by Jeffrey Deitch utilizing Ai 
Weiwei’s work. 

This instillation helps put into 
perspective the amount of people 
being affected by the refugee crisis in 
the world. Currently 120 million 
people.

These exhibits display through 
clothing, images and writing an 
overwhelming amount of personal 
belongings from people in refugee 
camps.

FLOOR PLANS

The floor plans are separated 
into three primary structures. 
A school, restroom, and 
dwelling place. These 
structures are strategically 
placed throughout the camp 
to foster community, 
education, good hygiene and a 
focus on gathering.

Restroom Facilities School / Multi Use Buildings Family Dwellings
 

Rhino refugee camp is a new home to many forcibly 
displaced individuals. This camp most often starts as a 
temporary solution to house individuals, but sadly 
becomes a long term solution to the families living here. 
This master plan and design of this camp seeks to 
incorporate healthy aspects of urban design and improve 
the health and wellbeing of the living conditions of the 
people in this camp. This is achieved through many 
strategies, such as; multi use school buildings used for 
education, counseling, and gathering. The restroom 
facilities are planned to increase personal hygiene and 
provide living conditions.. 

RHINO REFUGEE CAMP
West Nile Region, North West Uganda

SITE PLAN
Rhino Camp is located in the West Nile 
region of Uganda, Africa. This camp is 
home to a diverse people group from 
many forcibly displaced people from the 
surrounding countries. The site is located 
on the banks of the West Nile river. This 
provides vibrant green landscapes, fertile 
farm ground and a lot of trees used for 
shading. 

SOUTH EXPOSURE SOLAR PANELS SLOPED ROOFS AID RAIN COLLECTION

SUSTAINABILITY
These buildings are efficient and light on the 
environment. The schools buildings are 
equipped with solar panels and the 
restrooms have water collections tanks. 
These ensure that some of the building 
functions can continue without being 
connected to a power or electrical grid.

CIRCULAR DESIGN
The building materials are predominately 
utilizing local materials found on the site. 

The dwellings are made from mud, bamboo 
and various grasses. The schools and 

restrooms utilize a special brick making 
technique by using the clay in the soil as a 

building material.  
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