
SOLAR  HARBOR
NURTURING   NATURE  IN  INDUSTRIAL   DESIGN

Solar Harbor is a  420,000 square foot warehouse where tradition meets transformation. Nestled amidst the plains 
of North Dakota, this facility redefines the industrial landscape by prioritizing the well-being of its workforce and 
the health of the planet. Shifting the focus of the industry from efficiency and cost reduction to health is the undeni-
able way of the future, and this design places itself at the forefront of this revolution.
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The commitment to well-being extends beyond lighting. On site health assessors, spacious break areas, and 
wellness amenities promote physical comfort and mental rejuvenation, ensuring that employees and users 
thrive each day.

Unlike conventional warehouses, natural light floods every corner, creating an uplifting ambiance that boosts 
productivity and enhances mood. By harnessing sunlight, this workplace not only illuminates workspaces but 
also brightens the lives of employees, fostering a more energized environment, increasing mental health, and 
facilitating workflow. 

Sustainability is at the core of 
the design philosophy. Solar 
panels adorn the grounds, 
rainwater is collected, and 
wind is utilized for energy 
needs. The structure employs 
curves and forms found in 
nature to minimize its the 
material usage and consump-
tion.This warehouse is not 
just reimagining spaces; it’s 
setting a standard for shap-
ing a brighter, greener future 
for generations to come.
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FLOOR PLANS

TRANSLUCENT   PANELING

VERTICAL  WIND  HARVESTERS
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STRUCTURE
The industrial landscape is 
ruled by steel and concrete, 
the standard for construction 
in the industry used since the 
Industrial Revolution. These 
materials make construction 
cheap and efficient, but hold 
little regard for the users and 
occupants of the building. 

Alternatively, Solar Harbor 
utilizes a glulam truss system. 
The gentle curves of the roof 
line and the custom column 
design evoke a certain famil-
iarity, providing users with 
an image of the tree from 
which the wood was harvest-
ed. This system simultane-
ously provides an efficient 
use of the material, following 
curves and angles in which 
trees naturally grow.


