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HISTORY
The Fargo Y.W.C.A. was organized in 1906 locating in the basement of 1 Broadway (formerly Herbst
Department Store). In April 1907 it affiliated with the National YWCA. In 1912 its Extension and Girls

Department organized the first Camp Fire groups in Fargo, and in 1916 its Unity Club merged with other
groups to form the first Business and Professional Women’s Club in North Dakota. In 1931 it organized
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the YDL Business Girls’ Club, in 1932 the Friendship Club, and in 1938 the Tri C Club for “industrially
employed girls.” After locating in nine different locations it purchased the Shields Hotel in 1942. There it
headquartered until 1977 when it sold the building and leased space at the former Bison Hotel at 411
Broadway. At this time it also discontinued its long term residence program and now provided only
emergency shelter assistance for women and girls. In the 1960s it apparently changed its name to the
Young Women’s Christian Organization of Fargo-Moorhead.

SCOPE AND CONTENT

The records of the YWCA of Fargo-Moorhead have been organized into seven series: constitutions,
meeting minutes, correspondence, committee records, financial reports, subject files, and scrapbooks.
Except for the scrapbook series, the remaining records are very scattered and incomplete documenting
primarily the 1960s through 1983. The majority of the records were organized from two notebooks kept
by the president or executive director. Included Miscellaneous records were deposited later and
incorporated into the collection, in particular newsletters, minutes and the annual reports.

The Meeting Minutes Series are for both the Board of Directors and the Executive Committee. The
Board of Director minutes cover 1971 and 1972, although incomplete, and begin again in 1981 through
1983. The latter series is complete. The Executive Committee minutes include scattered minutes for the
years 1968-1969, and 1971-1972. Beginning in 1981 they are complete through 1985.

The Correspondence File contains only several letters. The Committee Series files are all very
incomplete. The most informative files are the ones containing committee descriptions and duties. The
Financial Report Series is relatively complete for the period 1964 through 1972. They are primarily
monthly statements of income and disbursements.

The Subject Files Series are also sketchy, but contain information on a variety of YWCA activities such
as fund raising and residence studies. There are also copies of its newsletter from 1981 to 1985 and again
from 1996 to 2002. Later addition includes the YWCA’s annual reports from 1981 to 1996. Also of
interest is a historical list of board members from 1906 to 2003.

The Scrapbooks Series is the major series in the records. They cover the period from 1931 to 1972 and
appear quite complete. They are typical scrapbooks containing newspaper clippings on YWCA events,
programs, souvenirs, and photographs of events, members and former members. The YDL scrapbooks are
complete from 1941 to 1954 and contain a large amount of photographs of former members and their
families. The remaining scrapbooks are for the Friendship Club, (1937-1941), Tri C Club, (1938-1943),
and on the 1944 Tri-State Conference held in Duluth, Minnesota.

SEPARATIONS RECORD

Photographs (Institute Photograph 487)
e 16 prints and 60 slides: documenting the Y.W.C.A.
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BOX AND FOLDER LIST
Box/Folder  Contents
11 Finding aid, and Historical material
1/2 Constitutions, 1966, 1982
Meeting Minutes Series

1/3 Board of Directors, 1971-1972, 1981-1985
1/4 Executive Board/Committee, 1968-1969, 1971-1972, 1981-1985

Correspondence Series
1/5 1922, 1943, 1965-1968

Committees Series

1/6 Membership lists

1/7 Committee description and duties

1/8 Adult Education, 1963-1964, 1968, 1971
1/9 Building Residence, 1962, 1968-1971
1/10 Family Aid

1/11 Health, Physical Education and Recreation, 1962, 1967-1972
1/12 Hospitality, 1962

1/13 Joint Policy, 1960-1961

1/14 Management Planning

1/15 Membership, 1962, 1970

1/16 Program, 1963, 1969

1/17 Projects, 1962

1/18 Teenage/Y-Teen, 1964-1972

1/19 World Fellowship, 1963

Financial Reports Series

1/20 1964-1967
1/21 1970-1972, 1976, 1988

Subject Files Series

la/l Annual reports, 1981-1994, 1996
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la/2 Betsy Haggart awards, 1987
1/a/3 Board members historical listing, 1906-2003
1/22 Board Reports, 1967, 1969
1/23 Director’s reports, 1971
1/24 Fund raising
1/25 Miscellaneous
Newsletter—
1/26 1981-1985
la/4 1996-1999
1a//5 2000-2002
1/27 Newspaper clippings
1/28 Organization chart
1/29 Pamphlets and programs, 1938-1939, 1972, 1975, 1981-1982
1/30 Personnel policies
1a/6 Renew campaign, 1996
1/31 Residence studies, 1967-1968
1/32 United Fund Allotment Request, 1967, 1971
1/33 YDL Club constitution
1/34 YMCA-YWCA meeting minutes (1968) and Agreement, 1972

Scrapbooks Series

General-
2/1 1931-1938 (Invitations and programs)
2/2 1937-1938 (Newspaper clippings)
2/3 1938-1941 (Newspaper clippings, photos)
2/4 1941-1944 (Newspaper clippings, photos)
2/5 1944-1947 (Newspaper clippings, programs, photos)
2/6 1947-1950 (Newspaper clippings, programs, photos)
3/1 1950-1952 (Newspaper clippings, photos)
3/2 1952-1956 (Newspaper clippings)
3/3 1957-1961 (Newspaper clippings, photos)
3/4 1961-1965 (Newspaper clippings)
4/1 1965-1972 (Newspaper clippings)
YDL Scrapbooks-
4/2 1941-1943 (Newspaper clippings, photos)
4/3 1944-1946 (Newspaper clippings, photos)
4/4 1946-1949 (Newspaper clippings, photos)
5/1 1949-1954 (Newspaper clippings, photos)
Friendship Club Scrapbook-
5/2 1937-1941

Tri C Club Scrapbook-
5/3 1938-1943
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Tri-State Conference, Duluth, Scrapbook-
5/4 1944
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