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HISTORY 

 

Epsilon Sigma Phi is an honor society for professional extension workers. The Upsilon Chapter at North 

Dakota Agricultural College was organized January 16, 1928.  The purpose of this organization is to 

maintain the ideals, preserve the traditions, uphold the morale of the Cooperative Extension Service and 

to promote a fraternal spirit among its members.  It is dedicated to mutual helpfulness, friendly toleration, 

and kindly assistance. 

 

After initiation, each new member submitted an extension autobiography for the “Book of Annals.”  The 

extension autobiography is an account of what the member thinks are their own accomplishments as an 

extension worker.  Each member wrote what they thought extension work is and why it is important.  It 
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also includes their education, dates and locations of employment, military service, authorship and 

publication, a photograph and other personal information. 

 

The Upsilon Chapter officers awards for distinguished service in the state to its members.  They also give 

recognition to non-members by honoring them as State Friends of Extension.  Another award recognizing 

member’s achievements is the Certificate of Meritous Service. 

 

The House of Pioneers consists of those members whose period of service antedates the passage of the 

Smith-Lever Act, May 8, 1914 and who have an aggregate period of service of ten or more years.  The 

Smith-Lever Act provided for cooperation between the extension work of state colleges established by the 

Morrill Act of 1862 and the United States Department of Agriculture.  It also gave methods of instruction 

for outside the college such as public demonstration and publications in agriculture and home economics.  

The original members of the House of Pioneers were George Baker, Thomas Calnan, Thorstein 

Kristjanson, Albert Norling, and William Palmer. 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENTS 

 

The records of the Upsilon Chapter of Epsilon Sigma Phi are broken into five small series.  The 

Organization series contains a list of founding Upsilon Chapter members and officers (1928) and criteria 

for nominating members for awards and achievements (1940, 1944, 1980).  The Meeting Minute series 

(1928-1981) consists of two copies of annual meeting minutes, one from 1928 to 1978 and the other from 

1928 to 1981.  There are no minutes for 1933 and 1937.  The Financial series includes financial reports 

from 1976-1980.  The Annual Meeting Program series includes programs for annual meetings and 

recognition dinners from 1947 to 1985.  The largest series is the Book of Annals series (1920s-1980s), 

which includes each member’s extension autobiography and various newspaper clippings about them.   

 

 

BOX AND FOLDER LISTING 

 

Box/Folder  Contents 

 

1/1   Finding Aid and historical information 

 

   Organization 

 

1/2   List of founding members January 16, 1928 and Chapter officers 

1/3   Memos for procedure and criteria for nominating members for    

    awards and recipients achievements 

 

   Meeting Minutes 

 

1/4   Minutes of annual meetings from 1928 to 1981 
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1/5   Minutes of annual meetings from 1928 to 1978 and lists of officers   

   and sub/committees 

 

   Finances 

 

1/6   Financial Reports from 1976 to 1980 and two receipts 

 

   Annual Meeting Programs 

 

1/7   Programs for the annual meeting held in Fargo from 1947 to 1968 

1/8    Programs for the annual meeting held in Fargo from 1969 to 1985 

    and an initiation program for 1976 

 

   Book of Annals 

 

1/9  Volume 1 - members listed alphabetically by last name from  

   A to G:  

Abrahamson, Paul E. R. (1934-1946) 

Allen, Eulalie H. (1946-1966) 

Altenburg, Martin C. (1934-1954) 

Amstrup, Robert W. (1945-1976) 

Anderson, Harry G. (1934-1965) 

Anderson, Ronald A. (1963-    ) 

Anderson, Sharon (1970-    ) 

Andrews, Ralph (1918-1933) 

Aune, Patricia E. (1970-    ) 

Backman, Marilyn J. (1944-    ) 

Baeder, Myra Jean (1938-1971) 

Baierl, Thelma (1945-1958) 

Baker, George J. (1910-1937) 

Bale, Stanley W. (1940-1972) 

Ballweg, Alfred P. (1937-1950) 

Barrett, Benjamin H. (1928-1959) 

Bateman II, Simeon D. (1954-1966) 

Beck, Patricia (1970-    ) 

Berg, James A. (1955-    ) 

Berntson, Byron J. (1934-1964) 

Biwer, Leonard M. (1960-    ) 

Boe, Edsel L. (1949-1976) 

Bosch, Andrew F. (1947-    ) 

Brekke, Julia E. (1917-1957) 

Brown, Lucille C. (1943-1959) 

Brugman, Viola C. M. (1926-1937) 

Bruns, Fred H. (1933-1945) 
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Brush, Harper J. (1926-1955) 

Buck, Gerald L. (1962-    ) 

Burke, Merril S. (1937-1967) 

Butcher, Frederick D. (1930-    ) 

Butcher, F. Gray (1936-1949) 

Bye, Alfred (1950-1975) 

Calhoun, Ezra A. (1916-1944) 

Calnan, Thomas X. (1913-1944) 

Challey, Andrew M. (1921-1959) 

Clausen, Magdalene L. H. (1928-1969) 

Cockburn, William F. (1935-1962) 

Colberg, Wayne J. (1949-    ) 

Coles, John A. (1946-1957) 

Condon, Marvon C. (1955-    ) 

Cook, James E. (1927-1947) 

Cossette, Roger H. (1954-    ) 

Coyne, Mable L. (1943-1965) 

Crow, Linda A. (1966-    ) 

Currie, Lyle W. (1939-1954) 

Dahl, Helen A. (1954-    ) 

Danielson, Howard R. (1918-1930) 

Dawson, Ruth M. (1930-1965) 

Day, Florence P. (1933-1958) 

Dekrey, Lester R. (1947-    ) 

Delong, Edna G. (1921-1960) 

Denich, Darell D. (1957-    ) 

Dexter, Alan G. (1969-    ) 

Dietrich, Irvine T. (1934-1968) 

Doods, Duaine L. (1955-    ) 

Dorow, Norbert A. (1949-    ) 

Dynes, Roy C. (1916-1931) 

Egge, George D. (1967-    ) 

Elhard, Eugene A. (1969-    ) 

Ellingson, Maurice A. (1941-1972) 

Feight, John J. (1969-    ) 

Fisher, George R. (1961-    ) 

Fagodt, Alvin L. (1957-    ) 

Frank, Maxine G. (1960-    ) 

Freeman, Mabel E. (1937-1965) 

Freeman, William (1934-1957) 

Geiszler, Gustav N. (1934-1945) 

Gildersleeve, Thomas W. (1927-1966) 

Gorman, Norbert D. (1919-1952) 

Graves, Harry A. (1934-1966) 
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Green, Anne H. (1952-    ) 

Gregory, Earl M. (1929-1940) 

Grinde, Wayne A. (1959-    ) 

Gross, Adolph P. (1947-    ) 

 

2/1   Volume 2 - members listed alphabetically by last name from  

H to N: 

Hankel, Wayne L. (1960-    ) 

Hansen, Gladys N. (1937-1968) 

Haslerud, Edwin J. (1917-1961) 

Haugen, Glenn O. (1955-    ) 

Hauser, Fredric J. (1964-    ) 

Heintz, Robert H. (1967-    ) 

Herbison, Herbert W. (1928-1965) 

Holden, Mary K. (1970-1975) 

Holm, Morris D. (1959-    ) 

Hotchkiss, Donald G. (1936-    ) 

Hughes, Robert G. (1955-    ) 

Humphrey, Fowler C. (1966-    ) 

Iverson, Katherine (1959-    ) 

Jacobson, Orville E. (1949-    ) 

Jensen, Lars A. (1934-1971) 

Johnk, Mary W. (1957-1976) 

Johnson, Beth A. (1964-    ) 

Johnson, Dexter W. (1961-    ) 

Johnson, Geneva A. (1943-1963) 

Johnson, LaDon J. (1959-    ) 

Johnson, Randell A. (1948-    ) 

Kalgard, Lorraine K. (1955-1968) 

Kasson, Paul R. (1935-1970) 

Kasson, Verne E. (1939-1971) 

Kenward, James R. (1957-    ) 

Kirkeide, LeVon C. (1956-    ) 

Kirkeide, Melvin A. (1949-    ) 

Kramer, Alvin A. (1952-1965) 

Kreft, LaVerne C. (1960-1973) 

Kristjason, Thorstein T. (1912-1932) 

Lahlum, Howard K. (1958-1971) 

Latham, J. D. (1954-    ) 

Laycock, Mary E. (1924-1941) 

Leary, William J. (1926-1945) 

Leetun, Milton E. (1940-1953) 

Linnell, LaVern H. (1957-    ) 

Logan, John W. (1946-    ) 
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Lundstrom, Darnell R. (1967-    ) 

McBride, Dean K. (1965-    ) 

McCullough, Dorothea G. (1942-    ) 

McDonald, Hugh J. (1958-    ) 

McLellan, Daniel J. Jr. (1946-1969) 

McKenzie, Henry R. (1954-1967) 

McLeod, Bethel B. (1947-1973) 

McLeod, Howard J. (1937-1972) 

Markovic, Roger A. (1967-    ) 

Martin, Roger J. (1959-    ) 

Martindale, Thomas A. (1948-    ) 

Mattson, Walter D. (1951-    ) 

Miller, David J. (1962-    ) 

Mitich, Lawrence W. (1963-    ) 

Monroe, Charley F. (1915-1933) 

Montgomery, Draig R. (1934-1968) 

Moore, Frank E. (1931-1941) 

Mork, Irving J. (1946-1971) 

Nelson, Rudolph L. (1933-1955) 

Ness, Henry N. (1946-1959) 

Ness, Walter (1951-    ) 

Nesset, Oscar J, (1943-1954) 

Newcomer, Ralph C. (1923-1949) 

Nichols, Vernon V. (1942-1970) 

Noonan, James E. (1946-1960) 

Norling, Albert L. (1912-1933) 

 

2/2   Volume III - members listed alphabetically by last name from from  

O to Z: 

Odegaard, Harold I. (1949-1972) 

Olson, Clarence C. (1947-1961) 

Olson, Kenneth S. (1950-1961) 

Owens, Wayne W. (1946-1972) 

Page, William R. (1927-1953) 

Palmer, Dwight E. (1953-1970) 

Palmer, William C. (1913-1926) 

Parizek, Edward G. (1917-1948) 

Park, Phillip A. (1957-1972) 

Peet, Ethel B. J. (1936-1951) 

Penn, Arthur A. (1920-1934) 

Peterson, Don H. (1961-    ) 

Peterson, John P. (1957-    ) 

Putnam, Henry O. (1921-1937) 

Randlett, Gordon W. (1902-1926) 
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Reff, Tommy L. (1955-     ) 

Reynolds, Pauline M. (1923-1960) 

Rice, Billy B. (1957-    ) 

Rilling, Harry E. (1916-1950) 

Rohde, Anita F. (1969-    ) 

Rosencrans, Wilfred W. (1960-    ) 

Rotzien, Courtney R. (1942-1976) 

Russell, John C. (1920-1951) 

Rutherford, Jane (1937-1953) 

Schoewe, Esther N. (1936-1966) 

Schilz, Arthur H. (1940-1962) 

Sellie, Carol J. (1968-    ) 

Shepard, Ruth L. (1934-1968) 

Sieber, Banks H. (1945-1957) 

Simons, George B. (1937-1956) 

Smith, Georgia C. (1970-    ) 

Sobering, Frederic D. (1957-1972) 

Sommerfeld, Edna E. (1924-    ) 

Stangler, Gerald J. (1954-1968) 

Stewart, George F. (1943-1960) 

Stewart, John T. (1961-    ) 

Stine, James F. (1949-    ) 

Stuber, Lester J. (1965-    ) 

Swanson, Karl (1925-1943) 

Strum, George E. (1941-1974) 

Tewksbury, Warren M. (1934-1964) 

Thorfinnson, Snorri M. (1933-1947) 

Toepke, Kermit J. (1949-1976) 

Vancura, Edward W. (1921-1948) 

Vangsness, Elmer C. (1957-    ) 

Vasey, Edfred H. (1967-    ) 

Vermillion, Willie V. (1953-1955) 

Vogel, Sebastian L. (1947-1974) 

Voorhees, Wilbur K. (1954-    ) 

Voss, Ramona C. (1946-1958) 

Wagner, Don F. (1968-    ) 

Weiser, Virgil L. (1953-1967) 

Westra, Jack D. (1954-    ) 

Widdifield, Russell B. (1938-1970) 

Willard, Rex E. (1918-1931) 

Williamson, A. Jane (1959-    ) 

Woods, Robert A. (1953-    ) 

Zaylskie, John J. (1942-1966) 
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2/3   Annalists Records of members who joined after 1975 listed    

  alphabetically by last name from A to G: 

    Albrecht, Julie (1980-    ) 

    Askew, Robert G. (1978-    ) 

    Bach, Annette (1980-    ) 

    Berndt, Brenda K. (1979-    ) 

    Davidson, Morris (1980-    ) 

    Dunlop, Ellen (1985-    ) 

    Eide, Walter (1985-     ) 

    Eraas, Ken (1980-    )     

    Gienger, Clinton D. (1979-    ) 

    Gunderson, Gail  

 

2/4   Annalists Records of members who joined after 1975 listed    

  alphabetically by last name from H to O: 

    Hauge, Linda (1980-    ) 

    Hirning, Harvey J. (1979-    ) 

    Hoffman, Vern (1980-    ) 

    Hornseth, Judith 

    Kennelly, James P. (1979-    ) 

    Kringler, John (1979-    ) 

    Larson, Jerry (1979-    ) 

    LeClerc, Gerald A. (1979-    ) 

    Mattson, Mary (1980-    ) 

    Millette, Rose Anne V. (1979-    ) 

    Narum, Linda (1978-    ) 

    Niewsma, Lynette (1980-    ) 

    Olson, Thomas M. (1979-    ) 

2/5   Annalists Records of members who joined after 1975 listed    

  alphabetically by last name from P to Z: 

    Pietsch, William (1980-    ) 

    Schroeder, Jerome (1980-    ) 

    Shaver, Jens C. (1979-    ) 

    Sobolink, Frances J. (1979-    ) 

    Sturn, Gerald (1980-    ) 
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