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OVERVIEW 

 

Access:  The collection is open under the rules and regulations of the University Archives. 

 

Provenance:  University records transfer. 

 

Property rights:  The University Archives owns the property rights to this collection. 

 

Copyrights:  Copyrights to this collection remain with the University Archives. 

 

Citation:  [Identification of item]. Dean Otto Helweg Records, University Archives, North Dakota 

State University, Fargo. 

 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 

Otto Helweg was born on February 1, 1936.  He graduated with a bachelor’s in engineering from the U.S. 

Naval Academy in 1958.  He also has a M.Div from Fuller Theological Seminary, master’s from UCLA 

and Memphis State University, an M.B.A. for the University of Memphis and a doctorate in civil 

engineering (water resources) from Colorado State University.  

 

Prior to coming to NDSU, Dr. Helweg served as professor and chair of civil engineering at Memphis 

State University, visiting professor at Texas A&M assigned to King Faisal University in Saudi Arabia, 
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and professor at the University of California, Davis.  During his stay in Saudi Arabia, he helped establish 

a water resource center as well as acting as director of the agricultural experiment station.   

 

In 1997 he was awarded the Hoover Medal, the world’s highest honor for humanitarian work in 

engineering, for his efforts in rural water supply improvements in arid and semi-arid lands.  In 1998 he 

received Blue Keys Doctor of Service Award. In 2004 he received the National Science and Technology 

Medals Foundation’s “History of Innovations Prize”   Dean Helweg retired from NDSU in June 2005 and 

he passed away in November of 2008... 
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One biographical file  
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Otto Helweg – biographical information 
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