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OVERVIEW 

 

Access:  The collection is open under the rules and regulations of the University Archives. 

 

Provenance:  University records transfer. 

 

Property rights:  The University Archives owns the property rights to this collection. 

 

Copyrights:  Copyrights to this collection remain with the University Archives. 

 

Citation:  [Identification of item]. Dean Seth Winfield Russell Records, University Archives, North 

Dakota State University, Fargo. 

 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 

Seth Winfield Russell was born June 3, 1904 in Jersey Shore, Pennsylvania.  He received his M.A. from 

Pennsylvania State University in 1935 and his Ph.D. from the University of Pittsburgh in 1939.  Russell 

replaced G.E. Giesecke as dean in 1953, leaving Penn State where he had been a professor and head of 

the department of sociology. 

 

He had membership in numerous organizations and societies, including Phi Kappa Psi, Pi Gamma Mu, 

Alpha Kappa Delta, the American Sociological Society (fellow), and the Midwest Sociological Society 
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(board member 1965-1967).  In 1960-1961, he served as chairman of the Arts and Sciences Division of 

the American Land Grant Universities and Colleges Association.  In addition, during a sabbatical leave in 

1961-1962, Russell was a visiting staff member at the Center for the Study of Liberal Education for 

Adults, Chicago. 

 

Russell resigned his position as college dean in 1968 to return to teaching.  He served as professor of 

sociology and dean emeritus as well as chair of social behavior sciences until his retirement in 1971.  

During his tenure as dean, Russell was instrumental in the 1959-60 campaign to change the name of 

North Dakota Agricultural College to North Dakota State University. 

 

Seth Russell died December 30, 1989, in Bradenton, Florida. 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

The records consist of a Subject File Series, which includes college council meeting minutes (1958-

1961), and the construction of Stevens Hall.  In addition, there are several files on the Extension program 

offered through the university.  Russell was a strong believer in evening and extension (classes offered 

throughout the state, taught by NDAC faculty) courses and promoted the program throughout his tenure. 

 

Another interesting file in this series is the City Commissioners Meeting Minutes of 1966.  NDAC faculty 

member John Bond served as Fargo Civil Service Commissioner and the meeting was held to discuss his 

removal from this position. 

 

 

BOX AND FOLDER LIST 

 

   Seth Winfield Russell – biographical information 

 

   Subject File Series 

 

   Academic Standards Committee, 1953-1956 

   Academic Standards Committee, 1956-1957 

   Academic Standards Committee, 1957-1960 

   Academic Standards Committee, 1960-1962 

   Academic Standards Committee, 1962-1964 

   Academic Standards Committee, 1964-1966 

   Academic Standards Committee, 1966-1968 

   American Studies Program, 1963 

   Biennial Reports, Arts and Sciences, 1961, 1962 

   Board of Higher Education, Board Directives, 1961-1962 

   Board of Higher Education, Curriculum, 1955-1963 

   Board of Higher Education, Master Plan, 1965 

   Board of Higher Education, 1964-1969 
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   Bond, John, Board of City Commissioners Meeting, 1966 

   Building Projection, 1960 

   Business Office, 1954-1960 

   Campus Planning, 1961 

   Cardinal Muench Seminary, 1965 

   Classes of less than ten students 

   Climatology, 1966 

   Communication, Proposed Course Changes, 1967 

   Computer Programs Available, 1963 

   Construction, Arts and Sciences, 1967 

   Construction of Biological Science Building (Stevens Hall),  

    1965-1966 

   Counseling and Guidance Training Institute, 1963 

   Curriculum Committee, 1953-1955 

   Curriculum Committee, 1967 

   Curricular Proposals, NDSU, 1965-1966 

   Department Budget Requests for 1965-1967 

   Director of Extension, Arts and Sciences, 1966 

   Director of Natural Sciences 

   Education, Department of 

   Enrollment, 1967-1968 

   Evening Courses, 1966-1967 

   Extension Class Program (Evening School), 1960-1964 

   Extension Courses, 1962-1963 

   Extension Courses, 1965-1966 

   Extension Courses, 1966-1967 

   Faculty, General, College Constitution 

   Faculty, General, College Council Minutes, 1958-1959 

   Faculty, General, College Council Minutes, 1960-1961  

   Faculty, General, College Council Minutes, 1962-1963 

   Faculty, General, Retirement Policies, 1952-1962 

   Faculty, General, Sabbatical Leave, 1964, 1968 

   Faculty, General, Travel, 1958-1965 

   Faculty, General, Vacations and Sick Leave, 1961-1966 

   Faculty Listing, 1967 

   General Correspondence, Seth Russell, 1954-1960 

   General Correspondence, Seth Russell, 1961-1969 

   Genetics Institute, 1965 

   Genetics Institute, 1965-1967 

   Graduate Program, Minutes of Graduate Committee, 1961 

   Great Plains Symposium II, 1965 

   Head Start, 1966 

   Head Start, Curriculum, 1966 

   Head Start, Research Proposal, 1966 
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   Head Start, Staff Training Program, 1965 

   Honors Program, 1963 

   Junior College Survey, 1961 

   Land Grant Institutions, Land Grant College Meetings, 1954 

   Land Grant Institutions, Land Grant College Meetings, 1955 

   Land Grant College Meetings, 1962-1963 

   Library, 1966 

   Library Committee allocations, 1958 – Seth Russell 

   Library Science Courses 

   Mayor’s Governmental Advisory Commission, 1965 

   National Science Foundation, 1960-1963 

   NDAC Placement Service, 1960 

   North Dakota Organizations, Planning Committee, 1955 

   Notices to Faculty, August 1963 - April 1964 

   Notices to Faculty, September 1964 - April 1968 

   Nursing, Associate Degree Program, 1965-1967 

   Physical Education (Women’s), Correspondence, 1962-1963 

   Physical Plant budget, Arts and Sciences, 1964-1965 

   President’s Council, Meeting Minutes, May 1963 - August 1964 

   President’s Council, Meeting Minutes, September 1964 - December 1965 

   President’s Council, Meeting Minutes, January 1966 - May 1967 

   President’s Office, Minutes, Advisory Committee, 1955-1963 

   Promotion Criteria, 1957 

   Promotions, 1965 

   Psychology, 1961-1963 

   ROTC, 1956-1965 

   Sabbatical Leave Letters, 1960-1961 

   Sabbatical Leave Report, 1962 

   Scholarship Committees, 1954-1958 

   Scholarship Committees, 1958-1961 

   Scholastics Standard Committee, 1963 

   Scholastics Standard Committee, 1964-1968 

   Self-Study Pilot Committee, 1958 

   Self-Study, 1961 

   Self-Study, Committee III, 1961 

   Self-Study, April 1966 

   Self-Study, October 1966 

   Sick Leave, 1964 

   Social and Behavioral Sciences, 1963 

   Speech and Hearing Therapy, 1962-1966 

   Student Progress Committee, 1953-1957 

   Student Progress Committee, 1958-1964 

   Student Progress & Scholastic Standards – Excess Registration, 1954-  

   1968 
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   Students, Scholarship Recommendations, 1953-1960 

   Summer Quarter Promotion, 1964 

   Summer Session statistics, 1958 – S. Russell  

   Summer School, 1962, 1963 

   Survey of Entering NDSU Freshmen, 1967 

   Teacher Evaluation, 1966-1967 

   Town-Country Pastors’ Conference, 1967 

   Tri-College Cooperation, 1963 

   University Extension 

   University Extension, 1963-1967 

   University Extension, 1964 

   University Extension, MS-MA 

   University Extension, Continuing Education, 1966 

   University Senate, 1963-1964 

   University Senate, 1963-1967 

   University Senate, 1966 

   University Senate, Minutes and Notices, 1964-1965 

   Upper Great Plains School of Social Work, Proposal, 1967 
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