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*Materials and ideas for this circular are from several sources, rna· 
jor of which were papers Dr.'s Ted Nelson, Art Barnaby and Ray 
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poses, it is much easier to hardware than to 
software. Software for !tural users is scarce at 
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It is useless to one kind of combine and a 
header made for another kind and expect to harvest 
grain without any modifications. It is also 
unreasonable to buy a computer from one manufac
turer and software from another and expect them to 
operate without modifications. When purchasing 
microcomputers for agriculture, it is important to 
buy a model for which software has been developed 
or for which the farm manager can either develop 
software himself or hire someone to develop the 
software. Having special software written can be 
very expensive. If large programs are required, 
specially written software may cost more than the 
hardware. 

MICROCOMPUTER SIZE 

Microcomputers come in a range of sizes, colors, 
brand names and capabilities. The following con
figurations for microcomputers will adequately pro
cess most farm and ranch applications. 

computers are measured by the size of the 
storage unit (floppy disk), size of the central process-
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For reference purposes, a 
Printers come in several 

is 
characters per second 

if typewriter is not necessary, a 
"dot matrix" nter can be used. 

A modem or acoustic coupler is not necessary for 
the operation of a microcom but it will allow a 
user to access other computers and computer 
systems by telephone. Systems such as AGN 
with large numbers of programs, market news ser
vices and informational services, will be available via 
the telephone connection. 

MICROCOMPUTER PU 

Before buying a microcomputer, decide what you 
want it to do for you. List functions needed, such as 
preparation of enterprise budgets, cash flow projec
tions, capital budgets, inventory control, farm and 
ranch accounting, physical records, estimates of 
machinery and irrigation costs, herd management 
records, market information and others you may 
need. It may be difficult to define the need for an 
item you have never used. 



com· 
processing units 

and Disk drives and chips for 
most microcomputer configurations are purchased 
from three or four major sources. Printers come in 
three or four brands and are together 
under different manufacturers' names and sold in 
various combinations. Your concern should be 
that the storefservice center Is and represents the 
system as a unit and will provide adequate 
service and maintenance. 
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1. Software or program is the pro-
grammed that tell the 
what to do. It has to be in a com 
the can read and 
statements which make up the program are 
called code. 
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