
NDSU BloggingNDSU Blogging

Andrew Mara
North Dakota State UniversityNorth Dakota State University



NDSU BloggingNDSU Blogging

Public Intellectualism with 
Training Wheelsg



 Fail.  Fail better.
-Samuel Beckett

 Fail faster.
-37Signals

 Sometimes when Sometimes when 
you innovate, you 
make mistakes. It is 
best to admit them 
quickly, and get on 
with improving your 
other innovations.

-Steve Jobs



 Definition
 Reasons Against
 Examples
 Benefits
 Contacts Contacts



What is blogging?



A form of “SOCIAL MEDIA?”

Other kinds of social media
 Web 2.0
 Interactive Web Interactive Web
 Social Networking
 Media Sharing
 Mashupsp
 Wikis
 MySpace/Facebook



What does all “SOCIAL 
MEDIA” h ?MEDIA” share?

Electronic Collaboration/ 
Aggregation Toolsgg g



BAD IMPLEMENTATION OF 
SOCIAL MEDIASOCIAL MEDIA



BAD IMPLEMENTATION OF 
SOCIAL MEDIASOCIAL MEDIA

 Not all social behavior is 
good behavior.

 Reinforcing preexisting g p g
misinformation (memes).

 Aggregates undesirable 
behavior. 

 “Creepy Treehouse” Creepy Treehouse



“GOOD” IMPLEMENTATION 
OF SOCIAL MEDIAOF SOCIAL MEDIA

 Creates more 
opportunities for pp
knowledge permanence.

 Creates collaborative 
energy.

 Can help enculturate Can help enculturate 
students into a discipline



Wikis



Shared Documents



Microblogginggg g



Microblogginggg g



Commercially Available Blogsy g



Group Bloggingp gg g



University Blogging (Klogging)y gg g ( gg g)



So what are the benefits

All derive from 
 Real-time performance
 Contextualized Contextualized 

conversation
 Multimedic
 Contextualized feedback
 Rapid creation of 

discourse communities.
 Creates a sense of unity.



 Questions?


