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Wild grapes have been growing in the fr inge forest along North 
Dakota streams for hundreds of years. T hese wild grapes can be 
made into delicious juice and jelly. 

Our native grapes vary. Many wild plants do not set fruit 
because they are imperfect flowered or male vines. This explains 
why s eedling plants transplanted from the wild often fail to pro
duce fruit. Cuttings taken from a fruiting pla nt are a much surer 
way to get producing plants s tarted. 

CULTIVATED VARIETIES 
.~ . 

Beta and Alpha are the t·o est known, hardy cultivated 
grape v rieties for North Dakota . They are much higher in quality 
th n the wild r pes and are ca mpI t y ard.: even whe n left 
on the trellis duri the winter months. Deta and Alpha a re very 
similar. The fruit is bl uish black. The ize of the cluster and the 
ind idual berry is small. Both vari ties make good jelly and 
juic but are too sour for eating fres . Beta is merely a se lection 

of our native wild grape . 

Blue Jay. A bluish black grape with medium sized cluster<) 
and good si zed berries. It is also very good for juice and je lly. 
When fully ripe it become s mild and may be eaten fresh. It should 
be planted with another variety to insure fruit set. Needs some 
winter protection if grown in exposed sites. 

Dluebell. A bluish black grape resembling Concord. It has a 
sweet flavor and may be eaten fresh. It is very good for juice and 
jelly. Needs winter protection if grown in exposed sites. 

Re d Amber. A grape of an amber red color in medi urn size 
cl us ters and berries . It is the s vee test. of our har V grape and is 
v r.' good for ating fres h and for cooki ng. Gi ve the vine. winter 
prote ·on. 

~Ioonbeam. A green variet ' of mild flavor and good q ality. 
nd to be large but tl cl u ters are .. I di um size. 



Foliage is dark green on the uppe r s urfa and has a silvery under
side. This variety needs winter protection. 

Concord. This is the well known commercial blue black grape. 
It is not hardy enough and it ripens its fruit too late for North 
Dakota conditions. 

Fredonia. Sweet black fruits of good size. This variety is 

about three weeks earlier than Concord. May be grown in the more 
protected s ites. The vi es will need to be cover d for wi nter pro
tection. 

orth Dakota No. 11. This is a green grape of me di urn size 
berries and clusters . It is hardy and productive . It is not sweet 
enough to be ea ten fres h but it is good for juice and jelly. The 
JUIce is pale mber color and t he je lly is al s light colored. 
T he fl avor of the jelly resembles craba pIe. 

PROPAGATION 

Grap s are ra ise d from hardwood cuttings . T he cuttings are 
pieces of one year old ~ood with two or thre buds . T hey are 
take n in the late fall while the vine is dormant. Tho cuttings are 
stored by covering with moist sand or peat and kept at a tempera
ture of 35 to 40 degrees F. These cuttings will develop a callus 
on the lower end. In the spring the cuttings are planted out, 
ca ll us e nd down, and they will develop into new plants. 

Plants sold by nurserymen are one or two year old plants. 
Spring planting is des irable. Prune back at planting time to only 
two or three buds. The spacing usually us ed is 8 feet apart in 
the row and the rows 8 to 10 feet apa rt. 

ULTU E A 0 PRUNING 

Plant the gr e arbor in w 11 rotected site. ean c ulti
vation is recommended for t e arbor. A trelli . with the P9 ~ et 
8 to 12 feet apart and with two or three \vire. j the mo. t commonl. 



used. Have the lowest wire 18 to 24 inches above the ground and 
Ue other wires about 15 inches apart . In the first season, the 
vines should grow enough to reach the lower wire. The second 
season cut the vine just above the lower wire and tie to the wire 
with soft twine. 

Fi gure 1. A thr ifty young grop vine in n ad of pruning. 

P runing grapes is very important. Grapes left unprun d . ield 
poor y with small sized berries and become a tangle of vi n s . 
Beginners seldom prune grape vineR severely enough. Grapes are 
produced on th current season growth, which in turn comes from 
wood of the previous season's growth. 

a 

Figuro 2. Th vine in Figure ,efter hav ng been pruned to fa r canes. 
(A) Fr i tin cones, (B) Short spurs to provide renewal cones the 
following eason. 



The most common method of r uning grapes is the " F our 
Ca ne Kni ffin" system (see fi g. 2). Each of the four canes left 
should have from 10 to 15 buds. This will make a total of 40 to 
60 buds on a plant with four cane . It is possible for each bud 
to produce sprout that will bear up to three bunche s of grapes. 

A thorough job of prunin removes a reat deal of wood. The 
hardy varieties left on the trellis over winter usu 11y are pruned 
in the early spring before any growth takes place. Grapes may 
ble d rofus ly when pruned in early s pring . This blee ing looks 
seriou but appa rently isn't harmful to the plant. 

11 nruning L ne cessar./ i he vine a e to be given winter 
pro cct io . The Int r protecti o inv lve s the laying of the ca nes 
on thp g ound and covering with 6 to 12 inche . of soil. Vi nes 
cover d nt is an er a taKen up d tied on he trellis as s on 
as the round haw. in the spring . 

Birds are f nd of ripe grapes. U e ordinary p er ags to 

protec the c u -rs. Pull the bag up over the bu ch and fa ten 
around the stern ith wrapping cord wire or pin. 

INSECTS 

Insects have not been a . erio s problem of grapes in North 
Dakota although they are occasionally found. 

Grape leaf hoppers probably are the most common insect pest. 
These tiny p Ie colored insect s will be found sucking the juice 

from t he underside of the leave . Thi s inj ur ~ r suIts in t he for
mation of ery small \ hitish spots on the lea a s . ich later turn 
brown and dr) up . The r commende control is DDT. 

Send R9. mp la~ of i t of Entomol
ogy .. ortn D k ta gricultural 
and control recormn ndations. 



DISEA ES 


Di seaseB have not been a s erious problem of grapes in North 
Dakota. Mild w pro 8.bly is the most common disease . Mildew 
us ually occurs in prolonged BaaBonR of moist weather. It appears 
as white or gray-tan are s on the leaf. The e are s m y have a 
powder: appearance . The r co mended control is Bordeaux 3-4-50. 

Send samples to the Department of P la.nt Pathology. 0 th 
Dakota Agric ultural Coll I!e, Fargo, for identification and con
trol recommendations . 
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