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Straw 


STRAWBERRI ES are chiefly of two kinds, everbearing 
a d June bearing. The everb aring ort produces part 
o f its c r 0 pin 1 ate J un e an d ear 1y J u 1y . I £ t h e con ­
dit ion s are favo rable, t h e p l a n ts will bear again in 
lat e summe r and produce ripe fruit until freeze-up. 
The J n e bearing var i et i e s pro duc e their whole crop at 
one t ime durin g l ate June and e ar ly July. 

RESULTS at the Nor th Dakota Agricu t ura l Exp e r i­
ment Stat ion indic at e about th same number of quart s 
wi 11 be produced by ei t her kind per s eas on . The June 
bearers produce all their crop at one time. The Everbearer' s 
crop is divided into two bearing seasons per year. 

FOR MARKET, or processing, June' bearing is usually 
preferred. For the home garden, eve rb ea ring may be 
preferred s ince these provide fr es h berr i es for your 
family table for a much longer ti me. S ome s ort of 
i rrigation is usually needed for a good, fall crop. 

PL ANTS are usually s at isfactory if obta i n d n ear­
by. Plants shipped a long distance often a rrive i n 
poor condition. Nor ma l rainfall in North Dak ota is 
not qui te enou gh for hi ghest 
r s pond qui ckly to th e addi 
form of irrigation. 
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I 

varieties 
TH E P AS T , c e r t a i n 

were for sale wh ich d 'd 
not have perfec t blossoms. These 
required oter v r i eties nearby 
as pollinator . 

ALL OF THE COMMON VAR IETI ES 
LISTED FOR SALE BY NURSERY HO USES 
IN THIS AREA NOW ARE PERFE CT 
FLO WER ED. Pollination 1S no 
longer a problem 

F.verbearing varieties recom­
mended are Gem,Evermore{Minnesota 
1166), Progressive, and Red Rich 
for trial. June bearing variet­
ies recommended are Dunlap and 
Premier. For difficult situations 
Cheyenn ~ . 2 is suggested. 



Cultur 
LOCATE your st awberry bed on fairly level soil. Good 

rain age is necessary. Water should not be allowed to stand on 
the strawberry bed. A good garden soil is d sirable and should 
be satisfactory. Str awberri 5 grow better on a loam soil. How­
ever, satisfactory crops can be raised on heavy clay or ligh t 
sand. Strawberries pr efer a slightly acid soil but do r easonably 
we ll on the alkaline so ' ls such as we have in mos t of Nor t h 
Dako t a. 

CULTIVATE th e lan t s carefully the fi rst s ason . 
Pe rmit about s i x runners to set per p l ant f or best re sults. 
These r unner plants hou l be trained out t o form spokes with 
the ol d pl an t as t he hub. Eventually, you should have a matted 
row not over 2 feet wi d . 

IF MOI STURE conditions are favo r ab l e, the everbearing 
sorts will produce a crop in the autumn of the first ye ar in 
whi ch the pI an t s are set. 'Ihis may be the bes crop you t ake 
f r om our planting. June pearers will produce a crop a year 
f r om the time t he plants are set out, especially if blossoms 
and runners are r emo ved t he f irst s e ason un t i l early in J uly. 

S1RAWBERRI ES usually are planted in t he early spring. 
You can also plant them in late summer or early fall if pI n ty 
of moisture is present so the young plants can become est abl i shed 
before frost. Of the two times , sp r ing planting is preferred. 
Is onl y s trong and well developed yOWlg plants. Never use old 

or parent pl an ts that have produced many runners. You can tell 
the young plant s by their l i gh t colored roots. 

DER ordinary conditions don't xpect your strawberry 
bed to be r more than two seasons in succession. Star t new beds 
from t e old , usi ng the young plants . When the plants are set, 
remove al l blossoms and pinch off about 75 percent of the leaves. 
Al so prune the roots. ( See Fig. 1) Proper depth of planting is 
also important as shown In ig.2. Plants are commonly set 1-1/2 
feet apart in the row. Space the rows 4 feet apart. 

Figu re 2. St r awb r ry plan ts s hould be set caref ul the 
prope r d pth. !A l Too s hallow (BI L; orrect (e) Too deep. 



NEWLY SET pl ants should be w tered, especial l y if the 
gr ound is dry at p lan t i ng t ime. Iture is much the same for 
bo th types of strawber i es , excep t everbearing v ri e ties are 
pe~itted t o blo sam aft er J uly 15 of the year tiley e se t 0 t. 
J une be aring so r ts should not e permitted to bear a c r op of 
blossoms or set f ruit du r i ng the f irst season. 

Winter P rotect on 
~ EN t he ground is frozen hard enough in the f a I to form 

a crust, cover your str awberri es with a 4-inch l aye r of clean 
straw or clean marsh hay. Whichever material is used, be sure 
it is free of weed ~eeds. Do not depend on snow for winter pro­
tection . Leave this straw or hay mulch on the pl ants until they 
start to grow in the spring. \\hen t:his growth begins, rake the 
mulch off enough to let the plants push t hrough. Leave part of 
the mulch between rows to help keep down weeds, save moisture 
and help keep berries from becoming soiled. 

I seases and I sects 
LITTLE trouble is caused by strawberry di se as es in 

North Dakota. Winter injury may .be coofused or complicated wi th 
certain typ es of root di se ases . However, ade qu at e mu l ch pro­
tecti on and moi s t ure usuall y prevent the e troubl es . 

G ins ct pes t s , tra berry leaf rollers are perhaps 
most common. These greeni -colored worms fold or roll the 
leaves together and may do considerable damage to the foliage. 
Infestations may be kept down if he strawberry bed is mowed 
close to the ground and burned over shortly after the fruit i 
picked. This practice also helps in controlling leaf spot. 

WE IMMA1URE form , or If gru S", of the stra berry roo 
weevil eat off the fine roots and crown ~f the plant close t 
the ground. This causes 8 severe stunting of the plant. Leave 
becane closely bunched together sd very deep colored. Rotating 
the strawberry beds and destroying old beds promptly after th 
last picking of fruit help to avoid injury from this pest. 

CERTAIN 0 m insect pest may cause trouble. If you 
ee insect lnJury your plan s, send a saq>le of the insect in­
~olved to the Department of Entomology, North Dakota Agricul­
tural Col ese, Fargo. for .dentificatioo and control recan­
mendations. A similar service on y plamts suspected of being 
di.eaaed i available from the Department of Plant Pathology 
North D Agricultural COllege. 
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