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Rats eat almost anything--grain~ f r uit s 

veget ables, dairy products, young chicks 8r'd 

PrJg s.. 

Rat s damag e you r bui l di ngs. Their bur

ro ws weaken bui l ding foundations. The y gn aw 

through p a-rt it ion s and around doo 'r and wi n
dows, making a need for continuous rep a ir 

\'«) rk. 

Rats c a rry d iseases and cause food 
poison ing. Bubonic plague, rabies, typhus 
fever, tularemia and trichinosis are some 
of the important diseases they spread. 

Rats are common in all part s of Nort h 

Dakota. You p robabl y have some on you r fa rm. 

CONTROL RATS TO SAVE MON EY , STOP DAMAGE 
AND PREVENT DISEASE. 

Rats work at night. You can find out 
how many frats you really have by examinin g 
thei r f eedi ng spots after dark wi th a fl ash-
J ight.. Remember, r ats reproduce rapidly. 

Rat control is a conti nuolJs p ,rocess. If 

yo u let up in ,;'our cont 'r~l p"'ogram, rats 
will ret urn to ,your- farm. 

TO CONTROL RATS: 

Use pOlson 

Clean up the farmsteaa 

Rat proof your buildlnrs 

Mak e i t a communit y job 

RAT palSON SET OUT ALONG A RAT RUN 

POISON 
Poi so n i n g i s the f i r s t st ep i n co ., t ro ; 

iing rats. Mix di fferent kinds of food with 
poison. put the bait out in small bur.che5-
a t ea sp 00 n f u 1 atap I ace. 

Put you.,. bait where rats feed and so 
t hat they can fin d i tea s i 1y. Do !1 J t put 
bait in the i r bu rro ws. aa it you r who l-e fa nn
stead at one time with enough bait for all 
the rats. Put out the poisoned bait in the 
afternoon ar.d colI ect any uneaten baits the 
next mo rn i n g. 

The kind of bait you use and the place 
you put it is more important th~n the kind 
o f poi so n yo u use. 

Use fresh food for your bait. r~oistened 

roll ed oats, fresh bread, co rn meal, meat 
scraps, hamburger, fresh or canned fish, 
app 1 es, ca r rot s, tomato es, cheese--- these 
all make good baits. By putting out differ
ent kinds of unpoi soned foods a few night s 

ahead of poisoning, yo u can find out what 
food 'rats 1 ike best. Use that for you r bait. 

e RED SQUILL fo r poisoning. Red Squill 
is safe to us e. It k il l s rat s but wit I not 
i nj ure an y o f the fa rm ani mals. Use stand
ard qu ali t y Red Squill. Mak e sure th e l abel 
says guarant eed minimum to x icity NOT to ex
ce ed 500 mg./kg. Use it at the rate of 
part Red Squ ill t o 9 parts of bai t. Mi x the 
poison and bait t ho ro ughly. 

You can get ready prepared po i soned bait 

at co st from the U. S. Fi sh and Wil dl ife 
Servi ce at thei r regi onal off ice, Mi tchell, 
South Dakota. This contains f o rtifie d Red 
Squill mixed with a bread crumbs--oatmeal-

f at combination. 

You can use other po i sons but they take 
mo re care in their use. ANTIJ kills r ats but 
i t also kills dogs, pigs and young chick s. , 
St rychnine, aresenicals and various phos
p h 0 r u s poi so n s are too dang e ro u s fo r use 

wi thout exp e rt sup erv is 10 n. Compo und "1 08 0" 
is not sol d on the open market because of 
its highly poisonous nature. 

CLEAN-UP 
Cl ean Rat s wo n' t 

live where and shelt e r. 

A LARGE TIN CAN 15 THE BEST C'NTAINER FOR 

FEED SUCH CA NS SOON PAY :-OR THEMSELVES 

IN THE AMOUNT OF FEED SAVED. RATS TEA R 
OPEN FEED BAGS WITH EASE. 

I. TAKES EVERY FARMER'S H p.o MAK RAT CONTROL PAY .T 



Keep all food and f eed suppl i es out of 

r each of r ats. Keep sacked gra i n or fe-ed in 

protected ro oms and don t l e t emp y fee 
sa ck s 1 a y a 1'"0 un d the b a·r n or sed s. Use 

t ight cover ed boxe s or barre s f o r stor ing 

mi xed fee d in hog and paul tr y ho u sese Re

mem ber, cl eanl in es s around yo r l ivest o ck 

wi II p a y b ig d i vi den d s. 

Do away with dead space b etween dou bl e 

wall s an d beneath fl 00 r s. That' s where rat s 

1 i v e. P i 1 e 1 u m b eran d f en c e po s t son p I at

fo rm s 12 t o I a inches o ff th e grou nd. Cl ean 

up trash pile s and ke ep your suppl i es aroun d 

t he fam shop s in a neat manne r. 

AT o FIN 
Ra t p roo f ing is permanent rat control. 

Brick or co ncret e fo undation s und er build
i ngs k eep rats out. Raise buil d in gs with

ou t r at-p roof fou ndat ion s at 1 east 18 inches 

o ff t h e gr o un d~ Keep t he space underneath 

CONCRETE FOUNDATIO NS AND TIGHT 
IINDO W SCREEN S KEEP RATS OUT 
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Repair any hol e s or crack in yo ur 
buildings. Seal p p l um b i ng open ngs through 

wall s with cem en t mortar. Fit drains wi h 
t i ght cov ers. Co ve r b aseme t wi ndow wi th 
hardware clo t h or s t eel gr ati ngs. eros up 

any openi ngs in f eed room s and fit t hem wi t h 
t i ght, self- cl osi ng doo r s. 

RATS CAN'T GNAW THEIR WA THROU GH 

A DOOR PROTECTED 3 Y A METAL ST RIP 


COMMUNITY JOB 

Rat control is eve ryone's job. Rats 
move Ion.:; di stances and a singl e so urce of 

fe edan d sheI t e r for them can c reat erat 
p ro b 1 ern son a 1 I n e arb y farm s. 

You lIlust be a l ways on the watch for 
'ways h) make you r farm more rat o roof. One 

ooiS0ning can, at best, only reduce t he rat 
numbers. liake poisoning a spring and fall 
job. Keeo your neighbors al ert to rat c.:>n
t rom p rob 1 em sin you r commu nit y. 
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