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ASP A RAG US is t he earliest vegetable you can 
harvest from your garden in the sp ri ng. 

The young, tender shoots of asparagu s usual ly 
reach cutting si ze about the second week in May. 
The average cutting date at Fargo for t he past several 
years has been about May 12. T hese shoots may be 
ut every other day if temperature and moistu re 
.onditions are favorabl e. 

VARIETIES 

Mary Washington 

SOI L AND SIT E 

Asparagus can be grown on most any t ype of soil 
that is we ll drained. Site preparat ion should be sta rted 
a year or more in advance of planting crowns. If litt le 
or no barnyard manure is available, a heavy green 
manure crop (soybeans or sweet clover) should be 
plowed down the precedi ng year to add as much 
organic matte r as possible. Asp aragus responds to 
liberal applicat ion of fertil izer. It can be app lied as a 
t op -dressing. 

Recommendat ions to f it all conditions are difficult 
t o make. The appearance of t he plants has t o be a 
gui de, keep ing in mind t hat vi gorous top growth in 
one season is the best assu rance for a good y ield the 
foll$llw in g season . 

LANTS OR SE EDS 

j 4sparagu s may be started from seed, however, if 
/'v'C( on Iy a few plants are needed for the home llard en, 
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it is usually best to purchase the crowns from a seed 
compan y or nu rsery. 

PLANTI NG 

Plant the year-o ld p lan ts in ho les or a trench 5 to 
6 inches deep in rows 4 to 5 feet apart. Space crowns 
18 inches apart in the row. 

A s t he shoots grow, f i II t he soi l into the trench 
un t il fin al ly t he bed is level. With the crowns buried 
5 to 6 inches deep, they are beyond danger of injury 
from t he harrow or cu Itivato r. 

REQUI RES L ITT LE CA RE 

Estab lished beds requ ire litt le care and w i ll pro 
duce for 35 to 40 years, if attention is given to proper 
cu lt ure and care. 

The asparagu s bed shoul d be fert i lized annually by 
apply ing well -rotted manure at a ra te of one bushel 
per 30 square feet . Plant ings can be ferti l ized by 
spreading a 10-1 0-10 or equ iva len t fe rtil izer at a rate 
of 1% to 2 cups over 10 fee t of row. Fert i l izer should 
be applied in late fall , very early in t he spring or after 
t he harvest has ended for the season (Ju ly 4 ). 

Weed con tro l is necessary fo r good y ie lding aspara
gus. Many old asparagus beds have become overrun 
with qu ackgrass or oth er weeds. Chem ical weed con
trol has been very successful in asparagus. Fo ll ow 
instructions on the label for herbicide use . 

The annual y ield on a 35-year old asparagus bed at 
N DSU Experiment Station averaged about 1% tons 
per ac re. 
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Fig. 1 Asparagus trench 

At p)antjn~ time. 

BEGIN CUTTING THIRD YEAR 

No shoots shou Id be cut from the bed the fi rst and 
second year the bed is being established . The cutting 
season should be short t he third season, but the fol 
lowing year's cutting may begin when the first shoots 
appear and conti nue for abou t 6 weeks, or not later 
t han July 4. At this time the cutting shou ld cease, 
to let t he tops develop and produce leaves. Food is 
manufactured in the leaves and then stored in the 
roots to produce shoots the following spring. 

The shoots are best cut when 6 to 8 inches high. 
Push the kni fe into the soil close to the shoot, cutting 
it 1 to 2 inches below the soil surface. 

ALLOW TOPS TO STAND 

A llow the tops to stand over winter, to catch and 
hold snow. This serves to prevent deep freezing and 
sudden changes in soil temperature. The added mois
ture provided by this melting snow is also important 
to the crop of shoots produced the following spring. 
Remove the dead tops in t he spring. 

RHUBA RB 

Fresh rhubarb sauce or pie is a delightful substi tute 
for f resh fruit in late spring or early summer when 
other frui ts are not yet in season . Rhubarb is easy to 
grow and w ill stand considerable neglect and still be 
there the follow ing spring. Two or three rhu barb 
plants are usually adequate for t he average family. 

Rhubarb sta lks (the leaf peti ole) can be washed, 
diced and frozen for winter use. Pack raw or bl anch 
for one minute in bo iling water; cool in ice water, 
drain and pack unsweetened or use a syrup or sugar 
pack. 

The leaves are not edible, either raw or cooked. 
Poison ing has been reported f rom eating the leaf 
blades of t his p lant. 
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SOILS 

Deep, fertile loams, well -supplied with organic 
matter, are best suited for rhubarb growing. Well 
rotted manure benefits most rhubarb beds. Yields 
will be increased with clean cultivation and added 
ferti lity. 

DIVIDE PLANTS TO RESET 

Rhubarb is usually propagated by divisions of 
crowns formed during previous seasons. Crowns 
are divided in late fall or early spring. Take care to 
leave as much root as possible with each eye or bud. 
Plants from such crown divisions are preferred to 
plants raised from seed. Plants grown from seed 
seldom equal the production or quality of the named 
rhubarb varieties. 

If more than one row is planted, rows should be 
5 feet apart with plants 3 to 4 feet apart in the row. 
Set crowns abou t 4 inches deep. I n the average 
garden, rhubarb is usually planted at one side of the 
garden wh ere it will not be disturbed by the plow. 
At t he end of the asparagu s row is a good location. 

RESE T EV ERY FOU RT H Y EAR 

Divide and reset plants abou t every fourth year to 
keep t he bed in vigorous condition. Use a sharp spade 
or shovel to d ivide th e crown, leaving 3 to 4 buds 
undistu rbed in the o ld location . Port ions removed 
may be used to en large the bed. 

Do this renewal work in the fall or early spring. 
Plants not d ivided in th is manner become large and 
the stalks become more numerous than is desi rable. 
Remove seed stalks. T hey reduce the y ield and 
vitality of the plant. 

USE RECOMMENDED VARIET IES 

Recommended rhubarb vari eties for North Dakota 
are: Valentine, Ruby, Mc Donald, Canadian Red, and Su nr ise. 
Val en tine, McDonald , and Canadian Red, varie t ies f ro m 
Canad a, are prefe rred. T hey requ ire less sugar than the o ld 
common varieties. 

C perative Extension Service, North Dakota State Univer sit of Agri culture and Applied Science, and U. S. Department of Agricul
ture ooperat ino . Myron D. Johnsrud, Director, Fargo, North Dakota. Distributed in furtheran ce of the A ts of Congress f May 8 and 
June 30, 1914. We offer our programs and fa ·titie to all people without regard to race, creed, color, sex, or national origin.3M-3/78 


