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A few Simple, Bas ic ules for Improvin g the appear

ance and Convenience of Farm Ya rds 

LANDSCA ING 

When you l andscape your fa lom home plan to accomplish 
these two things: (1) Improve t he appearance of your home and 
(2) Make your home grounds more convenient and useful. 

PLAX 01 PAPER befo re you do any actual lands cape work. 
You can see mis takes much eas ier when the p lan is drawn out on 
paper. Changes can then be made before l andscaping is begun. 

CLEAN UP 181 l ARD. If yob wan t your fa~stead t o be 
a ttr ac tive, it mus t be clean and neat. A general clean- up of the 
p lace i s the fi rst j ob , be fore landscap i ng. Dispose of brush, 
stumps , rubbish, broken machinery and t umble down buildings. 
Fence t he poul try away from the house ar ea, if possible. 

r8K DRI YK¥A T. An impor tan t feature of your fal"ll1 l and
scape p an 15 the driveway. Here 1s a suggest i on: (1) Provi de 
parking space ou t of the line o f traff ic within easy dis tance o f 
the front door. (2) Provi de a suitable walk direct from the 
parJdng 3 pace t o t he fr ont door. (3 ) Blot out the vi ew t o the 
back yard by planting a group o f t all shrubs at t he back yard en
trance. 

--. --~--===-

FrAMe and back'round tree••e11 placed. Tree. aboat the hoa.e .hould be 
located 80 88 to Irame the houae and ,j~ a PICTVRE ellect •• the tree. 
reach matud ty. 



LARGE TREE S FOR SHADE " BACK ROUND ~KD FRAM ING 

AIDer ican Elm Coloraao Spruce 
Ponderola Pi ne Bl ack Hi l l. Spruce 

MEDIUM OR SMALL TREES FOR LI MIT ED SPACE 

Rlia. ian 01 he
.oraamalltal Crabapplea (Doq o. Hope.. M!)r den Bo.,b l etc. ) 

TALL SHRUBS FOR BORDE RS, IIFORMA L HEDGES, SCREEIS AND 
FOUIDAT IOI PLAITIIOS 

~rtariaa BonelaDekle Buffaloberr, 

.Li11aC (ot he., t baa CClllDOD) HI,hbnlh Cranberrl 

Bed Oa iel' DGPOCMl RH Otdar 

'haal' lIk J aMb."f


THlDap,l. 

MED IUM SHRUBS FO R BO RDE SAID FOU.OATI OI PLAIT I 6S 

Bridalwrea Ul Spirea FloweriDI Cur rant 

Sa. Gar I cl Spirea FIORd.., PI 

Coto .utar . 

LO W RU BS FOR F~ 10AT IOI ' PLA NTI NGS AND FAC I GS 

Ant h.ull t e'rer Spirea ' 8nowb r r r 
F~oebe i Spirea Sandeherrr 
J apanele Bar r rr 

S8R~B S FO R TRI MMED HED GES 

Ru•• iaa Olive T rtarlaa HoneY8uckle
~o aat er MOl r Hone,luckle

• verl' .l imU r 

HRUBS FOR LOW TRI ED HEDG ES 

J.pa 8. Barberr , 17emea Caral na 

WOODY VI ES FO R FENCES,- TRELLISES, AR BOR S A D WALLS 

Ella1 n ,Iv, Gr. (Native wi l d or Beta)
Vi rli la Creeper Cl U . 

HERBACEOUS VI ES FOR FENCES , TRE LL ISES, ARBORS D -WA LLS 

MOrn ina Glory (Heavenl y Blne. P9arl, Gate. or Sa r let . OHara vari et iea 

Wild Cue. r aood)


,I t Run.ner Bean 




CORNER ANNUAL BORDER 
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PERENNIAL RDER TO ERYE AS A seRE 

Golden Gl_ _ - -- - --- . _ 
" ......- - - - - _ tfIII" .... . ,

COlvmhiD6 .1 '" . l&!.k'!pu-_ - - - - , . 
\ ---, . , . 

ruG . ~ ......SJ!.e!' ~.!.._ " Deliops • 
" , ,·'bis . 

Three IVlles ti0l18 for flower borders, ~ 1
ble eGDbi utioD8 are a1moe* . '.out nambel' Ke", 
1 n m.ud th t '11er pia h mUst be kept in the 
bactgraand, with tbe lCIIIIB t.l'rowina: p aut. I 
front 
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Founda tjon plantjn,s are no t alone to hj de t he foundatj on. They also 
't ie' the house to the la wn and contrjbute to the 'pjcture' effec t. 

rlIDBR'~K fRglS. A f arms t e ad windbreak is an essenti al 
par t of any wel l planted North Dakota fa rms tead. The wi ndbreak 
trees form a bac kground for the ent ire farmstead, and pro t ec t i t 
agains t wind and snow. 

TBI LArK l s the canvas upon whl ch your landscape p ic
ture Is pain t ed. Your lawn should be leveled and provided with 
drainage before you plant your ~lowers, shrubs and t rees. In
fo rmation on l awns Is contained i n a ci rcular - North Dakota Lawns" 
avai lable fr om your County Extens ion Agen t or from the Extension 
Service at NDAC in Fargo. 

Trees a nd Shrubs About the Yard and Foundat ion 

Shou ld Give A Picture Effect 

10UIDAfIOI PLAlfI1GS are usually Made up of (1) Low 
shrubs like the Spi reas, native dogwoods and cedars; (2) Pe rermi
al f lowers, such as peoni s, and a wide varie ty of annual f lower 
such as petanlas and s alvi a. 

Spireas are oollllDOoly grouped around the co mers of a 
bouse to so f ten the sharp corner. lDw growing cedars are used 
beneath windows and t alle r columnar cedars are used many t imes to 
f'r ame a doorway. 

' RAIII J, ID BiCKGROUID t re mus t be proper l y. placed for 
the right effect. al spruce trees in m8JlY ca es have been 
plan ted directly in t"ron t ot the house. When these fine trees 
reach Natur ty they blot out the front of the house completely. 
Thought must be given at planting time to the size all trees will 
be at Itaturity. 

Credit i. liven the Minnesota A;rjcultural Exten.ion Diviajon for 
drawin,. used in this leaflet by permi ••1on. 



Keep the yard Natural 

~JIDSaJpg DgSIGI can be carried out with a large vari 
ety of plant material. Evergreen or woody plants that shed their 
leaves each fall may be used. For color and ediate results 
there are thousands o f annual and perennial plants that will sup
ply Almost any shape or texture needed. Materials need not be 
expensive . 

The proper arrangemen t of plants eans more in a land
scape scheme than the elegance of the plants thelllSelves. 

Certai n p l ants dug fro the ild give pleasing eff ects 
when p r oper ly h andled. Sac, willows , dogwood , elder and many 
other native shrubs are useful when combined wi th the usual nur 
sery plants. 

I A10Rg, unhamper ed by an's activities , 1s a perfect 
landscape artis t . Your only attempt should be to restore the 
natural landscape as far as pOSSi ble, and blend with it the man

ade objects necessar y to our present wa y of living. Flower beds 
insi de auto t ires, fiower boxes of water tanks, highly colored 
cement and stone wo r k, and similar w..oa tural Objects, are entire
ly out of keeping wi th this desired effect. 

o 
(-)I<itt-tIo!MV 

An orderly yard shoul d have th ree areas. This ~ke tch ~hows how the 
' house yard' c an be di v i ded. 

prepa r e d by 

HA RR Y A. GRAVE S , Ext e nsio n Hor i t ultu r is t 
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