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-FOWL LEUCOSIS COMPLEX- is a d i s ease 
whi ch poultry ra isers commonly know 
as "range par alysi s". I t s hows up 
in the fl ock in five di f f ere nt fo rms . 

Th e 	 five fo r ms of the disease are: 

1. 	 Nerve Ty~e - bi r ds become par­
a l yz ed . 

2. 	 Eye Fo n. - indicated by gray 
eyes or blindne s s . 

3. 	 Tum or Fo~s - enlar gement s o f 
inter nal or gans . 

4. 	 Bone Ty~e -- I on bones are en­
l arged . 

5. 	 BLoo Form irds become very 
anemic. 

The re i s n o s a t i s factory me t hod 
of diagnosing mos t f o rms of t is 
d iseas e in the l ive bird . An e xam­
inat ion of t he b ir d a fter it has 
died is the surest wa y to fi n d out 
if t he t rouble is leu c os i s . 

No medi c ines o r vaccines have 
been fo und t hat are usef ul i n 
prevent i ng t he spr e ad of t h i s 
disease, nor are there any 
that wi ll cure sick b irds. 

You can cut down on the losses 
from the leucosis complex o f disease 
by f o llow i ng certain f lock manage­
ment practices . To control th i s dis­
e as e y ou mus t start in the winter 
b e f ore you ge t your baby chicks . 

Fowl Leucosi s causes neavl r l osse s than any othe r 
d ise a e in Horth Dakota. It is est i mated that the 
l eucos i s complex i s th e cause of g re ater f inanci al 
loss t han all other c hicken dis eases comb in ed . 

HE E I A Eeo E 
Control of f owl leucosis is 

based on a system of clean grounds, 
buildings and eq uipment, andby keep­
ing the b irds s epa ra t ed from ot he r 
farm poult ry and farm animals . 

CUL L YO UR FLOCK CA REFULLY DUR­
ING THE WIN TE R. Al l birds shOWing 
signs of disease should be weeded 
out. Market the b irds that a re suit-

E co OL a 
ab l e for meat , and dest r oy the r est . 
All 	de d b~ rds shoul d be completely 
burned. 

CL EA N UP THE PlA E 

R I TH E BIDS, POUL TR Y HO USE 
AIIO EQU IP EMT OF LICE, MITES, RATS 
AND MIC E. I f you con 't know the 



right methods to get this done , your 
county Extens i on agent ill give you 
the information. 

SPRE AD THE DROPPI NGS AND CLE AN­
IN GS f ROM All CH ICKE N HOUS ES ON LY ON 
GROU ND THAT WILL NOT BE USED BY THE 
PO ULT RY. This means on s ome distan t 
point on the f arm whe re t h e chi ckens 
do not go. 

CLEAN BROO DE R HOUS ES AS THO R­
OUGHLY AS YOU CA N. Then d isinfect 
brooder houses all over the i n side . 
Disinfect al l such equ ipment as feed­
e rs, wat e rers, e tc . Us e lye wa t e r or 
any of the other s t a nda rd d is infec­
tants . 

KEEP CHICKS OFF GROU ND 

EQUIP ALL BROODE R HOUSES WITH 
SUN PORCH ES SO CHICKS DO MOT REACH 
THE GROUN D. The ground usually is 
contaminated wi th d roppings from 
older poultry. Keep a pan of disin­
fectant o u tside the d oor of the 
broode r house; isinfect the shoes 
of anyone who enters t he house. 

DON'T ADD BIRDS 
If you are going to keep a 

breeding flock, get male birds of 
the same age to brood with the rest 
of the flock. 

NEVE R ADD MO RE BI RDS TO TH E 
FLOCk AFTE R TH E BROO DI G PERI OD. 

Have plent y o f ro om i n the 
brooder. 

As s oon a s the brood i ng per i od 
is over , put the flock o n clean, 
fenced r ange. h ­



Keep a ll othe r kinds of poultry 1 

a s well as cats a nd dog s , a way from 
your young chi cke n s . 

Con tinue to use the dis i nfe c­
tan t on shoe s o f an yon e who ente rs 
t he range. 

USE GOOD PRACTICES 

Feed a b a lanced rati on at al l 
t imes. 

Be sur e ch i ckens get enough 
green fee d . 

Move r ange s hel t ers o ften so 
the sun can sterilize t he d r opp i n gs . 

Se l e c t only t he v i go rou s pu lle ts 
and ma l es f o r breedi ng use. Make 
the s ele ction early a nd sell the 
slowe r -ma t uri ng birds f or meat . 

Do not v a ccinat e the b i rds un­
l es s pox i s known to b e present . 
Leu cosis may be spread during va c­
cina tio n . 

Chickens raised under a sys­
tem of this kind should be 
practically free of worms. 

EXTRA CARE Will PAY 
Do not let v is i tors ente r b rood­

er houses , r anges or lay i n ho us es . 

Wh e n birds are t o be caught f or 
any purpose, us _ onl y c'lean , d is in­
fec te d crates. 

When testing for pul l orum it is 
bes t fo r t he owner t o c a tch the 
b i rd s , t hen do the testin g in a n­
other building . Ma ke sur e your birds 
do n o t c ome i n to contac t wi th o the r 
poult r y or wi th c ontaminate d s u r ­
rounding s . 

Remove a nd ke ep fro m the f lo c k 
any bi r d t hat shows e Vi dence of dis­
ease . Dispos e of any birds t hat re­
cove r. 

Feed plent y of vitamins, miner­
a ls , gri t and prote i n s upplements to 
l a y i ng bens . 

Us e droppings p i t s fo r s anita­
tion n t he poultry house , and to 
he lp in mite and lo us e control . 

Re gUla t e t empe ratures a n d a ir­
mo i s t u re i n the poultry house. 

If the sugges t i ons of fered i n t hls Clr­
cular are fo l lowe d, ~ot only wi ll losses 
f rom leucos ts be heli way do wn but othe r 
d ls eas e s al so wil l b. hel d tn chec k. 

REMEMBER ..... •mo t b irds become in fee 'ted du r ing the brood i ng pe r i ode ~ i gn s 

of l euco s is may no t sh ow up until after the pu ll ets s ta r t t o la y. 
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