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Not all case s of abo r 
tion (immature birth) are the 
result of Bang ' s disease . 

Abortion may be caused 
by poor care and feeding, 
lack of certain elements in 
the £eed necessary to the de 
velopment of the fetus (any 
young anima.l before time of 
normal birth) . Some diseases 
other than Ban~'s disease al 
so cause abortion. 

In all cases of abortion 
it is wise to call 
tent veterinarian , 
the sus p ected cause 
veterinarian is 
in£ormation can be 

a compe
whatever 

If no 
available, 

obtained 
from the Sta~e Veterinar1an, 
Bismarck, Nurth Dakota 01 

Veterinary Department, ' No nth 
D~kot~ Agricultural Collc~e, 
Fargo 

In the report give a 
complete history of herd man
agement, feeding and recent 
purchase of animal. 
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W HAT T 0 D 0 W HE N A N A N I MA L ABO R T S 

(1) 	 Separate t he abo r tin g an imal f r om the he r d or flo ck at onc e. 
(2) 	 Pick up the fe t us and membranes and spray the ground, fences and other soi l ed objects wi t h 

a strong dis i n f e ctant. 

( 3) If possible, have the fetus and dam 
have the fe t us examined, burn i t and' 

(4) 	 Do not re turn the aborting ani mal to 
disease. 

ex amined by a veterinarian. If i t is imposs ible to 
the membranes . 

the herd or flo ck as long as she shows evidence of 

(5) 	 Do not br eed t be aborting animal until sure she had no dise ase which may be transmitted to 
the m l e . 

(6) 	 If BroceI l os1,s (Dang' 5 disease) is suspected and the animal Is. not o f high val ue, it is 
sometimes the best pol icy to sel l bel" for meat purposes 

(7) 	 Trichomoniasis, another cause of abortion, can only be diagnosed with certainty by labora
tory examina tion of" material obtained from the fetus or fl uid f'rom the, abort tng cow. The 
material must be f r esh fo r satisfactory examination 

P R E V E N T S P R E AD o F .1 N FEe T IOU S DIS E ASE S 

(1) 	 Select healthy animals for foundation stock. 

(2) 	 Don' t buy animals wi thout a hIstory of the herd or flock from Which the y come. 

(3) 	 Keep all newly purchased animals apart from your herd or flock ,fora t 1east !:to days. 

(4) 	 Do not use calf vaccination for Bang's disease control except on the adv.ice of and under 
the supervision of the North Dakota Lives t.ocJ< Sanitary Board. Sollie vaccines are of no 
value. 

( 0) 	 Do not allow animals to mix wlth herds arid flocks where disease control measures are not 
good. The communi t;r ~:l~tt!!' e :!~ ~r.e ~f thc mo::! 'frequ2nt places '.Yhere disea.se s a r c spre!'.d 
from he rd to hel'd. 

(G) 	 Dc :1:Jt vis! t hc:-ds ::;.::.:! :f1oc!c~ ~':here ':!l:::elU!e is pr~sen~ fl.!'Ji then !'€'~.lrn to rou!" =-~m farm 
without sterilizing your shoes. 

(7) 	 De~lop water wells 01'POllUS so that the source of water will no t be contaminated 01' soil 
ed. Use water troughs wherever possible. 

(8) 	 Feed hay; grain or concentrates from raoks instead of sp r eading them on the ground. 

(9) 	 Remove any animal showing symptoms of disease and keep sick animal from rest of herd. 

(10) 	 Do not use connnwl1ty sheds, chutes, corrals; or car rIers that ha\re not been properly clean
ed and dis infec ted. .. 

(11)1)0 not vaccinate in an outbreak of disease without a diagnosis of the disease, so that you 
a.r e absolutely c ertain what it I s . 

(l~) Clean sheds and ba1'ns oft en. Do not make large manure piles. Spr ead maml1'e on f i elds no t 
used for pasture. 

(13) 	 Burn all afterbtr ths. 

(14) 	 Have dead an removed by a render ing company Qr l)UITl them. live fo r 
years in the 



MO T COM~ON CAU SES OF ABORTION IN 

CATT LE 


BrucellosIs (Bang' s dIsease) Is an In
fectIous dIsease of partIcular Importance 
In cattl e. An Imal s become intected wIth 
Bang' s dIsease germ by eatIng feed that 
has been soIled wi th dIscharges tram In
fected cows , or by lickIng cows that have 
recently aborted. Water may ecome soIled 
and flow trom pasture to pasture and spread 
the dl sease. 

ThIs dIsease appears to spread from 
cat tl e to mas t 0 thar farm anImals and to 
people also . Bang' s dIsease may cause 
heavy losses In swine . The dIsease In 
man Is called undulant fever or Brucel
los Is. People are usually Infected by 
handl Ing aborted tetI , remOVIng after 
bIrths and somet1mes by dr1n Ing mIlk from 
1nfected cows . 

When Bang's dIsease Is suspected, 
dIsIn!ec t your ban s and Instruments after 
handlIng recentlY calved COws and boll the 
mIlk before usIng it for household use. 

TRICH or~ ONIASI S, AN INFE CTIOUS 
DISEASE 

Trichomoniasis is an infectIOUS dis
ease or cattl e In whIch abortions are com
mon, bu t wi l l not spread to other k1nds of 
anImals. ThIs dIsease is spread only 
through the ac t of breedIng. Cows may re
cover and stop spreadIng the dIsease, but 
bulls seem to harbor the Inf.ectlon through
out the i r l l ves . 

If an Infected cow 1s Introduced Into 
a herd, she Is of no ImmedIate danger to 
the herd, but as soon as sbe Is bred the 
bull becomes dangerous to all cows later 
bred to hIm . In Bang's dIsease abortIons 
may occur at any tIme, whIle In TrichomonI
asIs abortIons usually occur In the fIrst 
half of the gestatIon ~eriod. 

PO IS O OUS FEEDS NOT 

SERIOUS 


Feeds contaIning poIsons of plan~ or 
mIneral nat. are not as a rule serIous 

fac tors In ' causing abort1ons. Ergo t may 
cause abortIon, but usuallY there are other 
symptoms and leSIons. 

In cases where several animals abor t 
at the same tIme It I s wel l to l ook at the 
feed and try to f Ind if a feed lack Is 
present or If atOX Ic, or pOIsonous teed 
Is being ted . 

LACK OF RI GHT KIND OF FEED CA USE 

ABORTIO N 


A shortage of caroten e (prO-Vitam In 
A) Is otten the cause of abor tI ons i n cat
t l e, sheep and swi ne. In a ser i ou s Tl ta
mIn A shor tage there are other th1ngs to 
observe. F1 r st, th e young born In the 
early win ter may be normal at b1r t ·bu t 
dIe atter a month or so. Later In winter 
the younger anlmals, heIfers, gIlts, or 
yearling ewes , may abort wh1le older anI 
mals carry the young to term. Some anImals 
may be bl 1nd . 

In any case where the young are born 
premature , weak, or dIe soon afte r birth 
Increase the carotene In the ration by 
feedIng gOOd green hay , al falfa meal or a 
vitam In A concentra te . ImprOVing the ra
tIon WIll, of course. not stop the abo r 
tions due to Brucella infect i on or to 
TrIchomon i asiS: 

Aoortlons may also be caused y not 
enough minerals In the r ations . Al l an I 
mals in North Dako t a should be fe d by free 
chol ce common sal t, limes tone an bonemeal. 
IodIne and cobalt an be added to the sal t 
at a rate of one-hal f ounce so Ium 10 i e 
and 1 ounce cobal t su l fate pe r 100 pounds 
of common sal t. 

AC CI DEN TS SOIJE TI ME CA USE 
ABO RTI ON 

Except In sheep , acc I dents appear 0 

be of smal l Importance In causi g abortIon . 
Cows and sows occasionallY sll ~ or are 
crowded t oge the r and may be InJ ured. 
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