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EGG EATIN 

Egg ea ing by nens usually is a 
result of eggs being broken in the 
nests. - After the hens have develop
ed a taste for eggs, egg-eating is 
hard to control. ' 

PREVENT BROKEN EGGS 

Following are some of the most . 
common reasons for broken eggs' : (1) 
Thin ' or soft shells; ('2) not . enough 
nests for the flock; , (-3) nests not . 
properly pedded; (4) nests so con
structed t hat . hens crowd into them, 
or so deep that egg s are broken when 
hens jump- down into the nests. ' 

Soft shelled eggs . are usually 
due to one of the following: A natu
ral defect . in the egg organs of the 
hen, not enough shell-forming miner
als .in the hens' feed, or a lack of 
vitamin Din the feed. ' The hen must , 
have vitarrlin D before she can make 
efficient . use of the minerals in the 
ration. ' 

Other conditions which may en
courage ' e'gg eating and which 'should 
.\>e , correct~4..:a,r& crowq.ing too many 
hens ~f.ntothe ':-l!<:>tise; -failure to feed 
the hens enoug·li~ · and dirty floors 
and equipment . which encourage the 
birds to be inactive and to roost on 
the nest. ' 

PRO PER FEEDING AND MANAGEMENT 
WILL PREVENT EGG EATING, BUT 
CORRECTr NG THE PROBLEM ONCE 
IT IS PRESENT IS MUCH MORE 
DIFFICULT. 



SU GG ESTI ONS TO CONTROL E EAT ING 

1. 	 Allow a t least ~ square feet ~ oar space 

per hen in tie hous e . eep house clean. 
Pr ovide l en ty of fres h ai r and sunshine. 

2. 	 Keep floor covered wi th not less than 6 
inches of clean, dry straw. This encour-· 
ages 	hens to greater activity in scratch

ng fo r f eed.. 

3. 	 Feed the grain ra t ion i n the straw litter 
on the floor. Gi ve a light feeding in 
the morning - 2 to 3 quarts for 100 hens. 
This keeps hens busy looking for feed. 
They will not be sitting around on the 
nests waiting ~or another hen to lay an 
egg ~or the. to eat. The evea1ng feeding 
o~ grain should be about double the amount 
fed in the morning. 

4. ' 	 Keev the mash hopper filled with a good, 
balaneed laying mash, orhigh protein con
centrate so the hens can eat when they 
are hungry. Keep water containers clean 
and filled with clean water. Water should 
be warmed during cold weather. 

5. 	 Provide one nest for every five hens. 
Keep nests clean and bedded with dry 
straw. Nests should be of a size suited 
to the size of your hens. oather eggs 
often. 

6. 	 Darkening nests by hanging a strip of 
burlap in front so as to partly close the 
entrances may help. 

7. 	 3upp Y p l enty of she ll-forming minerals, 
such as oyster s hell, c cite or crus hed 
l imestone. 

8. 	 One quart of tested cod live r oil added 
t o e ach lufj pounds o~ the l aying mash i s 
advisable during the winter months. Cod 
liver oil provides vitamin D. Commerci
ally prepared laying J'Il8.shes usually con
tain cod liver 011 or some ot her f orm of 
vitamin D. ' 

~ 	 A more drastic measure to take in serious 
cases is to clip of~ the end o~ the beak 

. of each hen with a sha.rp knite-. 'I'he beak 
is then tender and sensitive, and t he 
hens will not peck very hard on an egg. 

10. 	 As a last resort it may be necessary to 
watch the flock closely and to kill a few 
of the worst offenders.> The hen that 
Sits on the edge of the nest and waits 
for another hen to lay an egg for her to 
eat is not usually laying very many eggs 
herself. 

11. 	 Bundles of Wlthre1!Jhed grain GI"" of 811'811'a 
or any similar material, hWlg in the house 
for the hens to peck at have oryrove ::', 
helpfUl in some cases. ' The idea is to 
keep the hens bus y. 

FEATHER PICKtNG AND CANNIBALISM 

CONDITIONS WHICH ~AY LEAD TO THIS TROUBLE: 

1. 	 Crowding too many chicks or hens in 4. · Feeds lacking necessary ~eed elements or 
brooding and laying houses, or not enough in any spoiled condition, or faulty 
feeding space and hoppers. ~eeding methods. 

2. 	 Damp floor litter and insanitary condi 5. · Inheritance may be a factor with some 
tions. breeds and some strains. • 

3. · Wet feeds, or any other condition wnich 6. In general, any condition which encour
may cause the fea thers to become soiled. ages i dleness and reduces exercise. 

* * * * * * 




SUGGESTIO 5 OR RE ENTION AND CONTROL 
F A HER PIC ING AND CANNIBALISM 

SA 

I b 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. ' 

6. ' 

7. 

8. 

9. ' 

10. ' 

Y CHICKS: 

Do not crowd ., Provide 1/2 s quare ~ e t 
f l oor space per chick started. I n 
crease t he 5 ace pe r chick after 3 or 
4 weeks by use of a screened or slatted 
sun por c h.. ' Plans f or sun porch are 
available t r om NO C Poultry Depar e t. · 

Prov i de B t o 10 1'eet hopper ' f eeding 
space per 100 chicks started. . Increase· 
feeding space d use lar ger hoppers 
as chicks grow. 

Supply f'eed only in hoppers. ' Do not 
use wet feed. ' 

Use 8. eo lete well bal8llced ra
t i on. · Be sure needed p roteins, miner
al and v i t8Jnins are present.. . 

Keep teed hoppers, water containers 
and all equipment clean. ' 
Provide l ow roos t s at rear ot brooder 

hen chi cks a re 4 wee ks old or before. ' 

Keep fioor bedded wi th cl e an dry lit 
ter to encourage exer cise. ' K ep them 
usy. 

Hang up bundles or green al 8.l fa, d an
de ion leaves or any o ther !mi l ar 
material for chicks to peck at. . 

If the trouble starts It may help to 
8.r the parts affected wi axle 

grease or one 0 t.he commercial p ro
ducts 1'0 this purpose. ·' 

Sometimes It helps prevent and OTe r 
come this trouble to cove r the windows 
6I1d light bulbs 1 t h a c oa of thin 
red paint. akes eve rythi ng 00 ros1-- · 
Sometimes 8. I ttle. extra al t in JD8.sh 
or drinki ng wa.ter helps•. 
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LAY IH G HENS: 

1. 	 Do not c~o~. Allow at least 3 s quar e 
f eet, floor space per he n fo r Leghorns 
and at; square teet pe h~n for he avleI' 
breeds. 

·2. ' Keep the fl oor b edded 1f1 th cl e an, d r y 
t aw, or wi th other li t ter. 

3. 	 Provide not less than 2G to 24 f eet hop 
per space per 100 hens• . 

4.. Be sure the house is clean, d ry, well 
.lighted, and well ventilated. 

5. 	 Scatter about 2 quarts wheat or barl e y 
pel' 100 hens in t~ floor litter each 
morning 'to stimulate exercise. Keep hens 
busy. 

6.	 ' Hang up bundles of unthreshed grain, al 
falfa, or any similar material for hens 
to peck at. · Mangels a re also help ful. 

7. 	 If the trouble gets s tarted it may help 
sODie to clip the end of the upper part ot 
the beak with a s harp knife or with tin 
snips. Be car e fUl not to sta t bl eeding. 

S. · 	 Some authorities recommend f eeding hole 
oa ts in an open hopper all the time and 
o thers s uggest add i ng up to 2 pe ent of 
sal t in l aying mash or adding a level 
t ablespoon of sal. t to a gall a o f r 
every o ther day. 

9 . ' 	 Be uJOe the laying mash 1s comple te and 
contains needed proteins, ~eral s and 
vitamins• . 

10. ' I n general, keep hens busy, and Ice P the 
house clean, being sure t he hens ge t pro
per feed and drink a t all times. 

11. ' In e xtreme case s 1 t may be necessary to 
spend a li t tle t ime a tching the flock 
ane! to remove or e ven kil l &aIDe of t he 
wors t orfenda • 

12. 	 -There a re also numerous c ann bali co .• 
tl"Ol commercial devices, paints, alT8e t 
be gua etc. for sale b1 paul try sup
ply deal rs. 


