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BEARDED IRIS 


KINDS OF IRIS - There are approximately 200 
species of iris.. Several of these s pecies can be 
purchased in many varietiesu Most commonly grown 
in the Northern Hemisphere are the bearded iris .. 
These are represented by several size groups. 
The three most common size groups are; dwarf, 
intermediate and talL 

Dwarf bearded iris include varieties less than 
12 inches in heightu Intermediate bearded iris are 
12 inches to 28 inches in heightu Tall bearded 
iris run from about. 28 inches to five feetu They 
gi ve a season of bloom extendi ng from early May 
to mid-June, one class merging into the other .. 
The intermediates are actually results of crossing 
the early dwarfs and the lute, tall bearded irisu 
They are as the name implies, intermediate in 
season of flowering and in height. 

Stand ards 

Falls 

F ig. 1. Ir is Fl ower Ports 

FLOWERS - Iris have orchid-li ke fl owersg 
Nine to 12 bud s are us ually fo und growing on 
short side branches on each stemu Each b lossom 
lasts about two days .. 

Each flower has six petals . Three of these 
are upright and are cal1ed standards. The other 
three petals are hanging ap.d are known as fall s .. 
Iris may have standards and falls of the same 
color or standards may be one color and fall s a 
different color. Principal iris colors are lavender
blue, white, purple, rose-red, yellow, pink, brown 
or various combinations and blends or combina
tions of these colors. 

CUL TURE - The requirements of all classes 
of bearded iris are reasonably simpl e. The two 
major requirements are sun and good drainage . The 
plants grow well in almost any good garden soil, 
but they are less susceptib le to disease, such as 
root rot, in soils of only mod erat(l fertilityu Ex
tremely rich soi Is tend to produce soft growth. 
This increases problems with root rot, the worst 
enemy of iris . 

Iris should not be crowded by o ther plants 
that overshadow or mat closely about root.s and 
foliage .. Keep your iris free of weeds by practicing 
clean, s hallow Gultivation.. Free ai r movement 
in and about i ris plants is the bes t ins urance 
against foliage diseases. 

WHE RE TO PL ANT - Bearded i ris are well 
adapted to garden planting , borders and flower 
beds in sunny si tesu Where heavy, poorly drained 
soi ls are a problem, beds can be ra ised slightly 
above pa ths or s od areas to provide the necess ary 
drainage .. 

Prepare beds a week to ten days before plant
ing to allow the s oil time enough to settl eo Deep 
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spading assures an ideal planting bed for ir is. 
The soil c an be enriched with s uperphospha te or 
4-1 2-4 fertilizero FOLLOW DIRECTIONS ON T HE 
P ACKAGE o 

The use of barnyard manure on iri s hould be 
discou raged. Well rotted manure can be us ed when 
it is carefully worked into the s oil, but surface 
applications are not advisableu 

WHEN AND HOW TO PLANT - Bearded iris 
can be divided or planted most any time, bu t late 
July or August is the ideal time to plant iris in 
North Dakotau They may be planted in clumps 
by themselves o They are also effective in foun
dation plantings . 

DI''IISION OF OLD CLUMPS - Bearded iris 
and many of the beardles types grow from a pe
culiar form of root known as a rhizome. This is 
really a fleshy underground stalk (stem) from which 
extend the true, stringy roots 0 These rhizomes 
branch and in time overgrow and crowd each other 
so that it is necessary to dig and divide clumps 
every 3-4 years under ordinary cultureo 

The division should be reduced to a single 
section of the rhizome with a ingle fan of leaveso 
Alway discard weak or diseased partso 

Set the division in a shallow hole large enough 
to accommodate the division and the attached fi
brous roots Cover the top of the rhizome with0 

approximately 1 inch of soil. F irm the soi I welL 
Cut the tops back to 6 inches at planting timeo 

Rhi zome .•••••• 
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Fig. 2 Ready for Plan t ing 

Plant four to six single divi s ions 8 inches 
apart to form 0. clump. Clumps should not be 

closer than 2 feet apart. If set c loser, plants 
will become crowded quicker and hav e to be reset 
more often" 

Clum ps should be separa ted every three years 
or more often for bes t results u Plan ting s eed i s 
not practical for t he amateuro Iris do not come 
t rue from seed! 

HARDINESS - Iris are generally hardy in North 
Dakotao They wi II not, however, stand being under 
water for any length of time. Iris should be cover
ed with some sort of mulch during the winter. 
Clean rye straw or marsh hay is good. Mulch is 
especially necessary if iris are planted in an ex
posed location and not protected by a blanket of 
snow. 

VARIETIES - As with many other ornamentals , 
there are hundreds of varieties of iris. Since 
hardiness is important in North Da:kota, this list 
contains some of the proved hardy varieties . They 
are, for the most part, reasonable in price. 

WHITE - Cliffs o f Dover, Trrnqu i lity. 

C REA M - Desert ong , unny Ruffle . 

Y ELL 0 W - Cloth of Gold, So lveg, Golde n un


shine. 
DEE P Y EL L 0 W - 01 a Kal a. 
PINK - Cherry Flip, Pink Formal , Pink Plume, 

Pink Clover. 
L A V END E R T 0 V 10 LET - Viole t H arm0 ny, 

Orch id Ruffles. 
LIGHT BLUE - Jane hillips, Blue appbire, 

Sky Dye, Lady Ilse. 

ME 0 I U M B L U E - Bl ue Opal. 
D E EP BLU E . Allegiance, Pacific Panorama. 
PURPL E - Deep Black , Black Taffeta. 

REDS · Dress Rehearsal, Bang. 

B ICOLORS - (light standards , dark falls) Pre


tender , Rubaiyat, Toll Gat e. 
P L I CAT A - (dot t ed on light ground) Blue Sh im 

me r , D otted Swis , My Honeycomb . 
P URPLE PLICAT A - Mi nni e Colquitt. 
VARIGATA - (ye llow s t andards, dark falls ) 

Me xico. 
BR ONZE • Cordowan, Ginger, Gracie Pfost. 

Mr . and Mrs. Martin Johnso n, West Fargo, have 
made help ful sug g est ions in th e preparation of th i s 
c i rcu l a r. 
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