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VarIetIes of chr~santhemums now avaIlable are consIderably 
hardl er than tho se avaIl able a few ye,ars ago. Growers find, 
though, that the degree of hardIness Is somewhat varl~ble. 

Garden chrysanthemums are easy to grow. They will get along 
even wi th consIderable neglect. But you will get a lot better 
resul ts 1 f you gIve them good care. 

For an abundance of bloom cuI tl vate to keep down weeds, 
grow In fUll sunlIght and In fert1le sol,l, give plent~ of water 
durIng summer months and provIde wInter protectIon. 

Chrysanthemums wIll gIve you brIght splashes of color In 
autumn. they are excellent for cuttIng. 

Culture and Care 

Plant In fUll sun. AvoId any locatIon shaded by bU1ldlngs, 
1 arge shrubs or tree s for more than 1/3 0 f each day. 

MY good garden solI that wIll grow other flowers or vege
tables should also grow mums very It.ell. some t~pe of organIc 
matter, such as rotted barnyard manure worked Into the solI be
fore plantIng. will help. TWo tablespoonfuls of 4-12-4 fertI 
lIzer per plant can be applIed two or three tImes durIng the 
summer and W)rked In to the solI. Be sure to water-In thl s fer
tIlIzer after applIcatIon. Do not app~y ferti~izer when soi~ is 
dry without watering it in. This ferti~i2er shou~d first be 
app~ied to the growing p~ants about August 1. 

When and Where to Plant 

Grow your hardy mums In the border, about the foundatIon of 
the house, or In the formal garden. sprin g 1 s the pre fe rred 
tIme for plantIng. IX> not plant too early In the sprIng but try 
to be sure all the hard, Ice-formIng frosts are past before you 
set your mums. usually In North Dakota thIs Is from May 1 to 
abou t June 10• 

• Eric Sochting of Valley Ci t y gave many helpful suggestions during the 
prep r of this circu l ar . 



In divid1ng an old clump, always use t e healthy, vigorous 
shoots from the outs1de of the clump . Do not use tte old, cen
tral crown. 

Watering 

IX> not water chrysanthemums from above wi th a spr1nkler. It 
1s better to lay the hose on the ground near the plant and let 
the water run slowly unt11 the ground 1s well soaked. In mass 
plant1ngs, a so11 soaker type of hose 1s very sat1sfactory. such 
a hose will water the plants w1th the least waste of water. A 
thorough water1ng once a week 1s much better than two 11ght 
water1ngs. Remember not to spr1nkle the plants from overhead 
s1nce th1s m1ght encourage fo11age d1seases. 

Pinching Back 

To have 10w-grow1ng, sturdy, well-branched plants, 1 t Is 
adv1sable to p1nch back the end shoots one or two tImes durIng 
the season. You can do thi s eas11y w1 th your thumb and fore
finger. 

Remove abou t 1/2 inch 0 f the so ft grow1ng t1p 0 f the main 
shoots. P1nch them back first when the plants are about 6 Inches 
tall. The plants will then produce s1de branches. Wh en these 
s1de branches are about 8 1nches long, p1nch out theIr tIps to 
cause more side branch1ng. It 1s not advIsable to pInch the 
plants after August 1 as the plants then are lIkely to be form
ing buds. 

Some gardeners do not p1nch back early bloom1ng varIet1es 
after the m1ddle of July. A plant properly pinched back will be 
sturdy and will not need any support to hold 1 t erect. 

Blooming Time 

Garden chrysanthemums are generally cons1dered fall bloom
1ng plants. Many of the later ones are . caught before they get a 
chance to bloom 1n years of early frosts. But some earlIer var1
et1es may bloom in June and cont1nue to bloom off and on unt11 
frost. Some variet1es, too, res1st frost better than others and 
will bloom after several frosts wi th apparent 11 ttle damage to 
the plan t. 



Generally, however, you should look on the chrysanthemwn as 
a nower to g1ve color to your plant1ngs dur1ng the tall when 
many other ornamentals are through. 

Winter Care 
Most losses wi th chrysanthemums come 1n early sprIng. LOSS

es are probably due not so much to lack of winter hardIness as 
they are to the freez1ng and thaw1ng wh1ch occurs dur1ng the 
years fthen there Is 11 ttle snow cover1ng over the chrysanthemum 
beds. 

provIde some sort of winter protectIon 1n North Dakota. .J.. 

mulch of slough grass or coarse \<tleat straw Is satisfactory but 
1 s messy. one commerc1 al nursery recolml1ends batts of rock v-ool, 
the same materl al as 1 s used 1n Insul atln~ houses. .Ano ther g~ 
dener suggests transplanting mums from the border Into a cold 
frame In the fall. He then covers the cold frame wi th a blanket 
or an old rug. Leaves should not be used exceI>t as a last re
sort. Wet leaves tend to become soggy and I>ack too tightly. 
They then have a tendency to smo ther the pi ants. 

Varieties 
Var1eties are so numerous as to become confusIng. A few 

that 8I>pear to be best sui ted to th1s northern clImate are list
ed here. Try a few of these. After you learn to handle them 
successfully, go on from there. 

Blooming dates can only be aI>proximate. August 15 Is an 
average early date; september 15 1s a mId-season date; october 
15th 1s late. oome early varieties may under certain condi tions 
bloom much earlIer than indicated. 

VARIETY COLOR TYPE OF FLOWER BLOOM ING TI NE 

Aut umoso ng Wi ne-rose Doubl e HdaealoD 

Butterball Butter-yellow Double Ear l1.J 
a odle l ' gb t I VOl y-whi te Dou b 1e Me d i am- e r 1 1.J 

Chippewa Purpl e Doub l e E rly midaealoD 

Dean Kay Rose- p i uk Seml oubI e \1i d se Ion 

Ea r ly Harvell Orange Do ub 1 e Ear I y mid lea.on 

Glow i D goa1 a Red Dou I e \tid seas on 
Ba rb' n e r Br n ze Doub le Eayly 
Heat he r b Joom P ink c e ter-go l d Doub e Ear 1y midaeaaon 

t ip a 
Ma roo n aDd Gold \far oon and Gold Do ub I e Ea 1 y 

i s tribu f ur therance of Ac t a of Congress of ' 1ay 8 and ,June 30 . H114. 


