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V arieties of chrysanthemums now ava ilable are much hardi I than 

those available a few years ago. Also, many of the new varieties bloom 

earlier than variet ies of the past. Grower s f ind, hQwever, that the de

glee of hardi nes sis somewhat variable. Thi s, together with var iation 

in bl oort'ing dates, make the selection of chrysanthemum varieti s for 

~orth ~ akota condi tions a probl em to consider carefully. 

~~ot all hordy chr ysanthemums are earl y bl oomers, nor are all early 

bl oom ing varieties ard y. Var ieties whi ch ~xh i bit both characteristic s 

are nearly ideal for northern conditions. However a ny gardeners will 

agree that var ieti .s which bloom reliab ly early are worth growing, even 

if not hardy. Reliable autumn bloom may compensate for th necess ity 

of frequent replacement. 

The great var iety of chrysa t hemum types akes them xce llent sub

jects for both cut fl wer and l and scap i n~ purposes . Their bright 

sp lashes of color nre unrival ecl in the autumn 9arden. 

CULTURE AND CARE 

Size nd age of lanUng s tock: 
Either well rooted cutt ings or 
vigorous divis 'ons a old clumps 
may be cons idered goo planting 
stock. P lants offered by nur
se ies as "pot plants" are us ually 
well roote c uttings which have 
reen grown for a few weeks i n 

po 8, thereby p uJ cing larger 
an s turdier plants. 

When and where to plant : C ry
santhernums are bes t when plant
ed in May. Stock f urc lased fro 1 

nurserie especial! rooted cuttI 

ings or pot p lants,~hoLl;l d. at be 
planted until 01.1 . ;anger Gf h r 1

• 

frosts is pas t, unless you are 
prepared to offer fros t p otection. 
Such chrysa t e mums h ve been 
propa a ted in greenhou es and 
m y not have been harde e 
suffici ntly t withstan frosts . 
Divis io s of your own pI ts 
.. hich hav survived the winter 

y .be planted or moved w en
ever t Ie soil is workable . 

!v1ums hould do 011 ri ht in 
any good garden soil. A friable, 
well a ine soil w ' th uff icient 
org ni matte is des irable . 

otte arnyard nure worked r 

into the soil is recommended . 
.~ ark 2 tablespoons of 
a si ilar fert il izer into 



around each pI nt in the spring. 
Such fertilizer should be watered
in well, especially if the soil 
is dry. 

P lant hardy mums where th y 
i 1 re eive plenty of sun. Two

thir day of sunlight is ad
vised. The y may e used to ad
v ntage in the perennial bor er I 

as part of the foundation plant
ing around your home or in the 
formal gar en. 

WATERI G 

a not water chry a nt emum 
fro I above with a s rinkler. It 's 
bet ter to lay the hose on the 
ground near the plant and let 
the water run s lowl y until the 
ground is soaked. 

In mass plantings, a soil soak
er type of hose is s t isfactory. 

uch a hose will w ter the plants 
wi th the least was e of wat r. 
A thorough watering once or 
twice a month is much better 
than sever 1 liCJht water ings. 
Remember, 0 not sprinkle the 
plants from overhead beca se 
this might en our ge foliage 

iseases. 

" 
PINCHING BACK 

To have low-growi ng, sturdy, 
well-branched plants, pinch back 

e en shoots once or twice 
dur ing the growing season. You 
can do th 's eas ily with your 
thumb and forefinger, or with a 
knife. 

Remove abo ut 1 inch of the 
soft grOwing tip of the ain 
shoots. This first pinching 
should be done when your plan s 
are about 6 inches tall. The 
pi nts will th n pro u e side 
branch s. When t e se s ide 
br nches are 6 to 8 inches long, 
pinch out their tips to produce 
ad itional branching. It is not 
advisable to pinch muc h later 
than J uly I, since mary plants 
are forming the ir flower b ds 
later in July. 

BLOOMING TIME 

Garden chrysanthemum are to 
be cons idere fall blooming 
perennials . Some varie ties not
urall y bloom s o la e as to be 
al ways caught by kill ing frosts 
in North Dakota. Other varie ties 
may begin blooming by mid
Augus t. Generully , var ieties 
which do not begin to bloom by 
Sept. 15 are of little val ue in 
North Dakota gardens. 

Cool summers will c use all 
of yo ur m rn varieties to loom 
earlier. Afte r a hot summer even 
the early variet ies may e set 
rock to mid-September , while 
your midsea son types may bloom 
so la te as to be caught by kill
ing fros s. A few types have 
frost-resis tant blooms and these 
are preferred, es~e~ ially among 
tl e later bl omin v leties.

• 



WINTER CARE 

Al though there is considerable 
natural variation in the hardiness 
of garden chrysanthemums, most 
losses occur in early spring. 
Such losses are probably due to 
al ternate freezing and thawing 
which occurs when there is little 
or no snow co e r over the plants. 
Poorl y drained sites having an 
accumulation of ice in the spring 
can contribute to your los ses. 

Leave the tops on your plants 
during the winter to help hold a 
snow cover over 

Name 

Aglow 
Arikara 

Chippewa 
Dakota 

Deli ght 
Hidatsa 

Violet 

Waku 

Name 

Apache 
Crowni ,ng Glory 

Dr. Longley 
Early Gold 

George Luxton 
Murmurs 
Hanook 

Reverence 
Rouge Cushion 
Wanda 

them. A coars e 

mulch, such as slough hay, wheat 
or soybean straw, is good but 
not very tidy. Leaves are not 
desirable since they tend to 
pack and become soggy. Plants 
may be smothered by a heavy, 
soggy mulch. 

VARIETIES 

Varieties of chrysanthemums 
are numerous and each year many 
new kinds are added 0 the list, 
some of which may be s uperior 
to older varieties. Tests at 
North Dakota Agricul tural Colle ge 
indicate the following have merit 
for our eli ate. 

HARDI EST VARIETIES 

~ 

bronze-orange 
bronze 

purpl e 
yellow to bronze 

bri ght yellow 
red 

I ight purple 

white 

~ 

tall, double 
semi-do uble 
double 
doubl e 
tall, double 
smal l, double 

double 

large, double 

LESS HARDY VARIETIES 

Color 

red- iwonze 

light bronze 
lavender 
yellow 

bronze 
lavender 
cl'eam-white 

light yellow 
red 
raspberry 

~ 

large, double 
tall, large, double 
double 
small, double 

double 
double 
small, double 
large, double 
semi-doubl e 
double 

Blooming time 

eorly-midseason 
early 

lote mi dsea son 
very early 

earl y 
late mldseason 

mi ds ason 

late 

Bloomins: tim~ 

early 
midseason 
early 
early mldsea so n 
early 
early midseason 
early midseoson 
very earl y 
midseason 

earl y 
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