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arieti of chrysanth mums now available are much hardier than 

those available a few year ago. Also, many of the new varieties bloom 

earlier than varieties of the past. Growers find, hI,) yever, that the de

gree of hardiness is somewhat variable. This, together with variation 

in blooming dates, make the selection of chrysanthemum varieties for 
.orth Dokota conditions a problem to consider carefully. 

Not all hardy chrysanthemums are early bloomers, nor are all early 

blooming varieties hardy. Varieties which exhibit both characteristics 

are nearly ideal for northern conditions. However, many gardeners will 

agrp.e that varietie!i which bloom reliably early are worth growing, e en 

if not hardy. Reliable autumn bloom may compensate for the necessity 
of frequent replacement. 

The great variety of chrysanthemum types makes them excell ent sub

jects for both cut flower and landscaping purposes . heir bright 
splashes of color nre unrivale(1 in the aut umn !Jorden. 

CUL URE AND CARE 

Size and age of planting s tock: 
Either well rooted cuttings or 
vigorous divisions of old clumps 
ma y be considered goo pI nting 
stock. Plants offered by nur
series a s "pot plants" are us ually 
well rooted cut tings which have 
been grown for a fe v." weeks in 
pots, thereby pruJucing larger 
and sturdier plants . 

When and where to plant: Chry
santhemums are best when plant
ed in l'viay. Stock purchased from 
nurseries, especially rooted cutt
inQs or pot plants, should not be 
planted until all . anger of hard 

frosts is past, unless you are 
prepared to offer fro t protection. 
Such chrysanthe mum have bee n 
propagated in gree nhouses and 
may not have bee n hardened 
sufficiently to withs tand frosts. 
Divisions of your own plant s 
which have s urvived the winter 
may be planted or moved when
ever the soil is workable. 

tvlums should do all right in 
any good garde n s oil. A fr iable, 
well draine soil with s ufficient 
organic matter is desirable . 
Rotted barnyard 11anure worked 
into the soil is recommended. 
Wor 2 tablespoons of 4-12-4 
or similar fertilizer into the soil 



around each plant in the spring. 
Such fertilizer should be watered
in well, especially if the soil 
is dry. 

P lcmt hardy mums where they 
will receive plenty of sun. Two
thirds day of s unl ight is ad
vised. They may be used to ad
vantage in the perennial border I 

as part of the foundatlOn plant
ing around your home or in the 
formal garden. 

WATERING 

Do not wa er chrysanthemums 
rom above with a sprinkler. It is 

bet ter to 1 y the hose on the 
ground near the plant n let 

e water run s lowl y until the 
ground is s oaked . 

In mass plantings , a soil soak
er type of hose is sa tisfactory. 
Such a hose will water the plants 
with the least waste of water . 
A thorough watering once or 
twice a month is much bet ter 
than several light waterings. 
Re member, do not sprinkle the 
plants from over h ad because 
this might encourage foliage 
diseases. 

PINCHING BACK 

To have low-growing, sturdy, 
well-branched plants, pinch back 
the end shoots once or twice 
during the growing season. You 
can do this easily wi th your 
thumb and forefinger, or with a 
knife. 

Remove about 1 inch of the 
soft growi ng tip of the main 
shoots. This first pinching 
should be done when your plants 
are about 6 inches tall. The 
plants will then produce side 
branches. When these side 
branches are 6 to 8 inches long I 

pinch out their tips to produce 
additional branching. It is not 
advisable to pinch much later 
than July I , since many plants 
ara forming their flower buds 
later in July. 

BLOOMING TIME 

Ga den chrysa nthemums are to 
be considere fall bloomin 
perennials. Some varieties nat
urally bloom so late as to be 
al ways caught by kill'ng fros s 
in or th Da kota . Other varieties 
may begin bloomi ng by mid
August. Generally, varieties 
which do not begin to bloom by 
Sept. 15 are of little va lue in 
North Dakota gardens. 

Cool summers will cause all 
of your mum varieties to bloom 
earl ier. After a hot summer even 
the early varieties may be set 
back to mid-September, while 
your midseason types may bloom 
so late as to be caught by kill
ing frosts. A few types have 
frost-resistant blooms and these 
are preferred, especially among 
the IGter blooming varieties. 



WINTER CARE 

Although lhere is considerable 
natural variation· in the hardiness 
of garden chrysanthemums, most 
losses occur in early spring. 
uch .losses are prooobly due to 
ternate freezing and thawing 

which occurs when there is Ii ttle 
or no snow cover over the plants. 
Poor! y drained sites having on 
accumulation of ice in the spring 
am contribute to your losses. 

Leave the tops on your plants 
during the winter to help hold a 
snow cover over them. A coarse 

mulch, such as slough hay I wheat 
or soybean straw, is good but 
not very tidy. Leaves are not 
desirabJe since they tend to 
pack and become soggy. Plants 
may be smothered by a heavy, 
soagy mulcll. 

VARIETIES 

Vurieties of 

have merit 

HARDI EST VARIETIES 

Name Color -.IY~ Blooming Time 

A po llo recl 
Crowning G lor y bronze 
Chippewa purple 
Delight yellow 
Di ona red 
Dr. L ong le y o rchid 
New Dri fted Snow w hi te 

tall, d ou b le 
tall, double 
dou bl e 

tol ' , dou bl e 
s in g le , large 
do uble 

double, large 

eorly 
midseason 
la te mid s e ason 
early midsea s on 
e arly 
early 

mid seaso n 

LESS HARDY VARIETIES 

Name Color 	 Blooming Time~ 
Adorable Spoon pink spoon eorly 
Apache red-bronze qui lied, double med ium-eor Iy 
Early Harves1 ro s y-bronze double early 
George Luxton buff-bronze forma' , double med ium-earl y 
Golden Mound gold small, pom pom earl y 
Harvest Bronze gold-bronze med ium-Iarge, double very earl y 
John Milbrath yellow toll , double midseason 
Lavender Mound lavender small, porn porn midseason 
Prairie Sunsh ine yellow lorge, double early midseason 
Pr incess pink medium, double mid season 
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