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TODAY'S CHRYSANTHEMU M VAR IETI ES are 
much hardier than those availab le in t he past . How
ever, winter surv ival of ch rysanthemums is extremely 
variable in North Dakota. Most varieties which flower 
early (Sept. 1-25) are worth growing even as annuals. 
If they survive for two or more years, it 's an extra 
onus for the grower. Rel iable autumn bloom may 

compensate for the necessity of frequent rep lace
ment. 

Chrysanthemum survival, fi rstly, depends upon the 
type of weather during any particu lar winter and 
sprin.g (snow cover, temperature Vari ations, etc.) and 
secondly, the cul ture of the chrysanthemums during 
the growing season. Healthy, well -grown plants t hat 
have been grown in fu ll light, watered regularly and 
fert ilized are st ronger and are more apt t o survive 
than those grown under poor growing conditions. 

Since there is a great diversity in plant habit , flower 
color and fo rm of "mums" , they are excellent sub
jects for both cut flowe r and landscap ing pu rposes. 
The bright sp lashes of color are unrivaled in t he 
autumn garden. They may be used to advantage 
in perennial borders, fou ndation plantings around 
your home or in t he formal garden . 

CULTU RE AND CARE 

Size and Age of Planting Stock: E ith~r well rooted 
cuttings or vigorous divisions of overwintered clumps 

A quali f y as good p lanting stock . Plants offered for sale 
by nurseries as "Spring Bedding Mum Plants" are 

• usually well rooted cuttings which have been pot
S 9r o-Nn for a few weeks to provide sturdier plants. 
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When and Where to Plant : Chrysanthemums are 
best planted in May. Stock pu rchased from nurseries, 
especiall y rooted cuttings or started plants, shou ld 
not be p lanted until danger of hard frost is past, un less 
you are prepared to offe r f rost protection. Chrysanthe
mums have been propagated in greenhouses and may 
not have been hardened sufficiently to withstand 
spring frosts. Divisions from overwin tered plants (see 
il lustration may be moved and repl anted about 
May 15. However, weak plants are best left in place 
unti I new growth is vigorous (about June 1) before 
t ransplanting. 

Over wi ntered clump Spring division 

Chrysanthemums do well in most ferti le garden 
soils. Plant on well-drained soil that is high in organic 
matter. The addition of peat or weil-rotted barn
yard manure worked in to the soil is recommended . 
Work two tablespoons of 5-10-5 or similar ferti l izer 
into the soil around each plant in the sprin g. Be sure 
to water in such ferti lizer, especially if the soi I is dry . 



Space chrysanthemum plants 18 to 24 inches slough hay, wheat or soybean straw, is good. Leaves 
(about 46 to 61 cm) apart. Wider spacing is desirable and lawn clippings are not a desirable mulch since 
where supplemental water is not readily available. they tend to become comp ressed, soggy and may 

Plant hardy "mums" where they will receive plenty smother your "mums". 

of sun (two-t hi rds day or more of sunl igh t ). 


VARIETIES 
WATER ING • 

Varieties of chrysanthemu ms are numerous and 
Never water chrysant hemu ms from above with a each year many new kinds are added to t he list , 

sprinkler due t o potent ial foliar d isease problems. some of which may be superior to older variet ies. 
Your " mu ms" may not need supplemental watering Evaluations indicate t he fo llowin g varieties have 
some years but when necessary lay the open end of particu lar merit for ou r cl imate . 
t he hose on t he ground near t he plant an d let the 

SEASON H EIGHT;water run slowly unt il t he so il is thoroughly soaked . COLOR O F FLOWER 
A t horough soaking at 7 to 1a day intervals duri ng V AR IETY BLOOM SIZE 

WHITEdry periods is much better than mo re frequent light 
Dr if ted Snow Early Med ium: mediumwaterings. This met hod also conserves water. M innw hit Mi -I te Low ; mall 
Poise E rl y T all ; med ium 

PINCHING BACK 	 Pow der River Late L ow; med ium 
Wee Willie Early Low , sm all 
Whi e Darl ingr um La te Low, small 

To produce low-growing, stu rdy, well-branched Wh ite Prom Early LoW; sm all 

plants, pinch back t he tips of shoots once or twice CREAM 
Cre am Top M id -seas n Ta ll ; med ium -largedurin g the growing season. You can do t his easily 

Y E L OW
wi th you r thumb and foref inge r or w ith a knife. GOldstrike Ea rly Low ; medium 
Remove about one inch of t he soft growing ti p of L l ttl One M id -se ason Low; sm all 

Mlnnglow M id -seaso Low; m d iumthe main shoots. This first p inch ing should be done 
M innyel low Mid-s ason Low. m d iumwhen you r p lants are about six inches tall. The plants Muted Sunsh ine Early Me iurn; me ium 

will then produce side branches. When these side Prairie Sun Ear y Tall; medi um -l arge 

branches are six to eight inches long, pinch out their 	 Sea Urchin M id -season Medium; medium 
Wayzata Late T II; me iurntips to produce additional branch ing. Do not pinch 
Wendy A nn Ear ly Ti l; larg

later than July 1, since many variet ies start forming Ye llow Darl ingmum Mid-late Low, small 

flowe r buds and late r pinching simpl y delays flowe ring. Yellow Glow M id-sea on Med iu m; me Jium 
GO LD BU F F •

Best Reg r 5 M id -season T il; m d ium-Iarge 

Cool summers may result in earlier flowering of Com anion Ear ly T II ; me ium-Iarge 


"mums", whil e hot su mme rs may de lay bloom ing 	 Go lden j ub i lee M id -se s n T all ; medium-large 
Pu re Go ld M i -se ason Tall ; medi um-I rgeby one to two weeks. Some " mu ms" have frost 

OR A NG E 
resistant blooms and t hese are prefe rred, especially Campaigner E rly Me dium ; m di um 

am ong the later b loom ing varieties. 	 Superi r Early M dium: medi um 
Sunny Glow E rl y M d ium; sm all 

WI NTER CARE 	 RED 
Fired Gol Mid-season M d lum; rn dium 

~ I am boyan t L ate Tall; larg _ 


Althou gh t here is considerable nat ural variation Redheart L te T lI;m uium 

Re d Headliner Late Med ium; large 
in t he hardiness of garden chrysanthemums, most 

MAROON 
losses occu r in early sp rin g. Such losses are probabl y Minngopher M id-season Med ium; med ium 
du e to alte rnate freezing and t hawing when there is BRONZE 

B own Eyes Mi d -se ason Low; sm alllittle or no snow cover over the plants. Losses may 
M innau tumn Mid-season Low; small be much greater on poorly d rained si es. Zonta Early Med ium, sm II 

PURP LE 

Usu ally he o riginal ch rysanth emum plant d ies Hoback M i -late Medi um; med ium 

LAVENDER
du ring t he winter. The small shoots (rosettes) that Grandchild M id- late Med ium; rn d ium 

form around t he base of the mother plant in the fa ll L indy Mi -season Tall ; J rg 

are your next season's new plants. Therefore, it is 	 Lovely L ass Mi -se ason MediUm, medium 
Tenstrike Earl y Low ; sm all ve ry necessary that you water you r chrysanthemums PINK 

well duri ng th e fall (flowering) season in order t o 	 Bonnie Bl ush M id -se son Low; m d ium 
Cameo encourage growth of t hese young shoots around t he 	 M id-season M d ium; small 
Pink D arl ingmurn L ate L ow; small base of th e mot her plant. M in npink M id -se ason Low; sm all 
Sachet M id -se SOn T all ; large 

Leave t he tops on you r plants du ri ng the winter 
to help hold a snow cover. A coarse mulch, such as 
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