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Your calves will be worth more on the market if 
they 	are properly dehorned, castrated , branded and 
vaccinated. 

Horned catt Ie in the feed lot use more t rough 
space, prevent other cattle f rom feeding properl y and 
may cause bru ises that lower carcass values. De­
horned cattle look more uniform, feed better and 
bring a higher market price. 

Castrate your calves before they are 8 mont hs old 
• 	 to prevent "staggy" appearance and a lower price. 

Vacci nate your calves to prevent losses f rom certain 
diseases such as b lackleg, ma lignant edema, entero­
toxemia and respiratory diseases commo n in your 
area. It pays. 

Branding properly gives permanent ident if icat io n 
and proof of ownership. Do not lose calves th rough 
mistaken identit y due to a poor branding job. 

Proper equipment - co rrals, chutes and t ools - for 
handling catt le is also needed to do a good job. 

BLOODL ESS DEHORNING - Calves up to 10 days 
of age can be dehorned 
with dehorning liquid: 

1. Dehorning liquid with colodion base dries and 
forms a rubber like coveri ng t hat is not easily 
rubbed or washed off. Apply w it h bru sh or swab. 

2. 	Dehorn ing paste is placed on the horn " button" 
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3. Caustic soda or potash is also called "caustic stick" 
Clip hair from around the small, undeveloped 
horns or buttons and apply petrolatum to prevent 
caustic from coming into contact with skin. 

The end of t he caustic to be held in the hand 
shou Id be wrapped in paper or cotton. Moisten the 
other end. Rub the moist end of the caustic on the 
undeveloped horn. Two or three applications are 
necessary. Allow the caustic to dry after each ap­
plication. This will take only a few minutes. If ap­
plications are thorough there will be no further 
horn growth. Remove a ring of at least 1/4 to 1/2 
inch of skin that completely surrounds the re­
moved horn to prevent regrowth of the horn. 

Protect ca Ives treated with caustic from rain for a 
few days following the treatment. 

4. Electric dehorner ~ 

Most electric dehorners have a cupped attachment. 
Th e horn tissue is burned by the cup placed over 
th e horn buttons. Th is method is bloodless but 
must be done when calves are young. This method 
is not entirely satisfactory as there is sometimes a 
regrowth of horn tissue unless the burning applica­
tion is liberally applied to destroy all potential 
new horn tissue. 

T UBE DEHORNER 

Use the tube dehorner on calves up to 4 months of 
age. Tubes come in various sizes. Use one that fits 
the base of the horn. The horn is gouged out by a 
turning action. This is an excellent method of r~ 
moving horn bu ons. 
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SPOON DEHORNER 

This tool is used on 
small calves to cut or 
gouge out horn button. Some ranchers use a heavy 
hunting knife to cut off the horn buttons, then fol­
low by circling the edges with a caustic stick. 

Dehorn cattle for extra profits. Do the dehorning a soon 
as you can The operatio is less severe on calves and is asier 
for you to do. There are several ways to dehorn your ca lves. 

MECHANICAL DEHORNERS 

For Calves 

This instrument, widely used by ranchers and 
farmers, has cutting blades that will remove horns on 
calves from 2 months to 8 or 10 months of age. Take 
a ring of skin off with the horn so new skin will grow 
over the horn base. This prevents further horn growth. 

For More Matu re Cattle 

You can use a mechanical de horner for dehorning 
more mature cattle. These are designed for speed in 
operation. 

Make the cut at a point about 114 to 1/2 inch 
below the junction of the horn with the skin or hide. 
If this is done, the skin will grow over the horn base, 
preventing further horn growth. 

DEHORNING SAW 

You can use a saw when only a few cattle are to 
be dehorned. 

Dehorning saws have blades especially designed for 
cutting horns. Make the cut about 1/4 to 1/2 inch 
below the junction of the horn with the skin or hide. 
This will allow the skin to grow over the horn base 
and prevent further 

for 

horn growth. You can 
also use a fine toothed 
carpenters saw 
dehorning. 

DISINFECTION 

It is most important that instruments used in 
castration and dehorning be disinfected thoroughly 
between each animal. This helps prevent infections 
and the spread of diseases, such as anthrax, blackleg, 
warts or anaplasmosis. Disinfection of the operator's 
hands helps prevent disease spread from animal to 
animal and also protects the operator from infection. 
The application of disinfectants to the s in before 
castration or after is of little benefit. (See Extension 
Service Circular A -319, Disinfection.) 

There are many good disinfectants available such 
as Iysol, various quaternary preparations (Roccal, 
dairy utensil cleaners) and chlorine preparations. 
Iodine is an ideal skin disinfectant but is destructive 
to instruments. Kerosene has no disinfectant quali­
ties. Consult your veterinarian on disin fectants and 
fly repellents. 

T REATMENT OF WOUND 

If dehorning or castrating is done in cool weather 
w hen there are no flies , no wound treatment is 
needed. 

If flies are present there is danger of maggot in­
fest at ion. 

Check wounds and paint weekly until healed. 
Ot her commercial products can also be used. Pine 
tar is an old favorite wound dressing used by many 
stockmen. Aerosol preparations and smears can be 
obtaihed f rom your veterinarian. 

CA ST RATI ON 

Bull calves from a few weeks up to 8 months of 
age may be castrated without serious consequences. 
Older animals usually bleed more, so greater care 
must be used in castrating mature bu lis. I f a bull 
ca If is not castrated before 8 months he may become 
" st aggy" which is objectionable in the feeder and 
fat steer. 

CASTRATING KNIFE 

Three methods often used In castrating calves are: 



1 . G rasp 	 the lower end of the 
scrotum and stretch it out 
tightly, then cut off the lower 
third. This method exposes 
the ends of both testicles. 
Remove one testicle at a time. 
Pu" the testicle ou of the scrotum and cut to 
allow 3 to 4 inches of the cord to remain on the 
testicle. Sever cord by scraping and exerting 
simultaneous tension by drawing on the testicle. 
Cutting with sharp instrument may cause bleeding . 

2. The second method is 
OLDER BU L LSto slit each side of the 
Make cuts on scrotum. Make the in­
front of scrotumcision on one side and 
Make cuts 

remove the testicle down, low er 
from that side before 2/3
making the incision on 
the other side . Make 
the incision over the 
center of the testicle, 
from about the top third to the lower end. It is 
essential to extend the slit well to ward the lower 
end of the scrotum to allow fo r proper drainage. 

On older cattle, some cattlem en prefer to d raw 
the cord tightly over the index fin ger of the left ha nd 
and cut it by scraping with t he knife. Placing t he 
cord under tension and severing with an emasculator 
is also most satisfactory. Either of th ese last t wo 
methods of cutting the cords on older animal s has a 
tendency to reduce the flow of blood. It is necessary 
to perform the operation with clean instru ment s, 
under sanitary conditions. 

EMASCULATOR 

3. Another method used on young calves is to grasp 
the lower end of the scrot um, st retch it out tight ly, 
stick the knife through the scrotum abou t midway 
and cut he sack open. Then pull each testicl e out 
with the long cord attached. This method is fa st, 
clean and allows a full cod to deve lop. 

BLOODLESS CASTRATION 

The method known as "bloodless castration" 
calls for a special type of pincers, pliers or clamps, 
which crush each cord separately an inch or two 
above the testicle. The method is a sat isfactory mea ns 
of castration if done properly, but if t he operat ion is 

erformed too hastily the cord may not be complet e­
y crushed and the steer is likely to develop stagginess 
later on. 

Pinch one cord at a time. 
Care shou Id be taken to see 
that the cord is placed be ­
tween the jaws of the pincers 
before they are closed. As 

~ there is no break in the skir 
of t he scrotum, there is no 

"externa l bleeding. This is an 
advantage in areas in which 
screwworms are troub lesome. 

Ste~rs so castrated usually develop larger and fuller 
cods by the time they are ready for market. This is 
considered desirable for well finished steers by some 
cattlemen. 

Another type of blood­
less castration is called 
elastration. Possibilities 
of tetanu (lockjaw) and 
the lack of cod develop­
ment as steers become 
fat are the d isadvantages 
of this method. 

VACCINAT ION 

Vacc ination is a type of preventive med ic ine. Some 
diseases can be co ntrolled by vaccination while others 
can . not. Effect ive vaccines for cattle include b lackleg, 
ma li gnant edema, anthrax, leptosp irosis, brucellosis 
enterotoxemia, and resp iratory diseases. 

Vaccination is only one of the tools of disease con­
trol. It is a common saying that II no disease has ever 
been vacci nated out of ex istence" 

The str ict fo llowing of the rules of sanitation and 
good ma nagement practices must accompany vaccina­
tion. Vaccinatio n will not rep lace cleanliness, proper 
feed, shelter, and managerial sou ndness. 

Some of the bacterins used for the prevent ion 
of disease may be of doubtfu l value if used as the 
only means of preven t ion. Th is wou ld include vac­
cine fo r shipping fever or pink eye. 

Always use vacc ines and bacteri ns t hat are fresh. 
Look at the exp irat ion date before bu y ing. Fo llow 
t he method of injecting adv ised by t he manufacturer 
or by your vete rinarian. 



Clean the area to be injected w ith a strong anti ­
septic. Use a sterile syri nge. Make the injection care­
fully. All syringes and needles should be boiled and 
t horoughly disinfected befo re use. Unused portions 
of opened vaccine containers should be discarded or 
placed under refrigerat ion between uses. 

USING VACCIN ES 

1. Use steri Ie equ ipment. 
a) Boi I syringes and need les for 30 minutes. 
b) Never use chemical d isinfectants on equip­

ment when administeri ng attenuated vaccines ­
destroys living agent . 

c) Chemical disinfection sat isfactory for inactiva­
ted vaccines, antiserums, and toxoids. 

2. 	During warm weather, keep attenuated vaccines 
on ice and out of sun until adm inistered. 

3. Use sterile techniques during administrat ion. 
a) Disinfect vial stoppers with alcohol before 

needle penetration. 
b) Use separate needle for filli ng syringe and for 

adm in istration. 

4. Never freeze vaccines. 

PURe ASE OF VACCINES 

1. Purchase vaccines only from sources maintaining 
refrigerated storage, 

2. Purchase vaccines with suff icient expi ration dates 
for your future use. 

3. Transport attenuated 	vaccines out of sun and keep 
them cool. 

4. Store all vacc ines in refrigerator until ready to use. 

5. Pu rchase and use only vaccines that are usefu l 
under your husbandry program. 

BRA NDING 

Register your brand with the Comm issioner of 
Agricul ture and Labor, Bismarck , North Dakota. 

Your brand is also your trademark . A good brand 
on your calves is your best advertisement. 

T he brand is usually 
placed on the cal f be­
fore weaning ti me. 

The hot iron method of branding is the most 
common. E lectrica I branding irons are becoming 
popular. Branding liquids are discouraged . They 
lead t o b lurred brands and wounds that are difficult 
to heal. Cattle and calves are handled by casting or 
by chute branding, 

A new development is a calf branding table. Th is 
places the calf in a convenient posit ion to be branded, 
vaccinated, dehorned and castrated. This brand ing 
table is placed at the end of a chute and calves are 
run in one at a time. 

CHUTE S AND COR RALS 

Facilities for handling livestock are import ant in 
saving labor as well as getting certain jobs done. A sk 
your county agent for plans, bulletins and blue prints. 
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