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~out /aU/H .. ... it caH, 4e ~ 
ime pent in preparing your lawn for seeding is time well 

spent. he amo unt o f effort put forth before . eeding will he re
flected in the quality of your lawn for several vears. 

To have a lastin~ lawn of quality, black topsoil. hould over 
he surface at lea~ t 6 inche. thick. Carefully esta Ii. h the grade 

desi r ri. ~ mooth th urface wi th a plank or garden rake. T hL i. 
the time to fill . ma ll depressions and smooth out any irregulari
tie. It wi ll e more difficult to do thi . after the lawn i . tab
Ii. h d. 

ow s ed e venly on a Quiet day. . 1 chanica1 seeder. are 
u. ually a ailabl e for loan from local firm . selling lawn seed. Rake 
in he seed. a ll, if possible. Water horoughly at once. Water 
with a hand he lti nozzle, if convenient. tand on the walk, driv , 
or around th edge of the lawn area. 

his w ter in? s houlrl be viri lan t until 
the lawn is green; us ually in 7 to 10 da.' - , 
if temp ratur s are 70 degree. or abov • 
Less watering wi II be nece. sary if a thin 
lao 'er of . creene d , w ll-rotted anu re has 
een spread on the I wn . urface ju.'t after 

seed ing. One- ha f inch sc r n I S the sua -

I" . te me s h for thi . manure s re n. Bu r
lap s pr ad on a ne\ l~r- seede lawn ill do 
mar ; rm han rroo if it isn ' r d at 
.i . t he rig-h t tim • 

I' n uc k, } l ue~rass*is th mo. t popular lawn ~rass for ' orth 
nkot~ law n. . Vh re it mal ' s up more than half of th lawn gr. , s 

mixtu re, jt Yo i ll soon take 0 er nrl dominnt tho other pra. . es .I 

t.. am r re r to r lant r entucky hI ue):'ra. s on l~' . Other~ rrerer mi 
t ures where Kentuck. ' bLueg-raf;s ma ke. up abou t 60 per cent o f the 
mixture. -- ti ll oth rammer 'ial mi. tures ar of ne rl . 
a dozen di ffe rent kin ~ of ~a_ . . Th ~ more . p ~-
c;iv . than le~~ a m lex mixtures. 

RAT E OF SE EDING 

For most lawn gra .. Reed mixture. 3 to 5 pounds per 1 000 
sfluare feet wi ll be adeouate. Care in planting r duces the need 
for II avie r a ppli c ati n . .. 

*Merion bluegrass has not proved outstanding nough in North Dakota to war
rant speclal recommendation . Park bt':legrasli. a newer introduction from Minne
sota, appears very promisin g and is worthy of trial. 
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Dr la d l awns, where the Fairway crested wheat-bluegrass 
com " nation is us d, will require at least 3 pounds of the mixture 
per 1,000 square feet. 

For you wh prefer White Dutch clover in your lawn, 1 pound 
of clover to 5 pounds f grass seed i about the proper ratio . The 
use of White Dutc h c lover is a matter of individual taste. 

WHEN TO SEED 

Wher wa ter i available, the est ime to s eed a la n in this 
area i when the daytim temperatures are a ov 70 d gre es . This 
wi ll be roughly between the da te of tay 0 and Sept. 15 . Us ually 
ther a re periods in July and August when 
the daytime temperatures ar a it hi h r 
tha des irab le. T he c ief objection to extra 
warm s umm er tempera ures is tha t more 
watering will e ne e ary . 

Good lawn seed , properly covered in 
good top s oil, and wi th adeq a te moi s ture, 

hould gi ve yC'u a reen lawn in 10 days if 
temperatures a re 7 de~ree or a bove . Lawn 

s . tha t germina tes and c omes oui kly 
g ts the jump on the weed . • 

Dryland la wn s are perhaps be, t see ed in earl, s prin , or 
just before a rai n. 

The temptati n is t rrifi c t se d a new lawn the first warm 
da\ in A ril. How ver 001 weather is a lmost cer ain to f How. 
Gra s will come s low y, if at all , in cool wea her. Weeds wi ll 
ha ve a b tter a o r un it. to compete with he gra. s in ea rl ." pring 
s eedings . 

MOWING 

Wait unt il new law n i . or 3 in hes high be for the fir. t mo 
in but do not let th rass get tong enough to topple over. t 
th e rna e r to cu t a t I a:--t in h s hi h for the fi r. t cu t tinj!. 

La\ s rna 'ntained at his longer length 
a re e tter appearing. T he beauty of a L wn 
is in the color a nd textu re of the gra. 
bl ades . Clo e c lippi ng remove. mas of 
the green blad s expose. he yell0\: ish 
. t and gives th 1 wn a a r h d and 
hungr.' appearan ce . Talle r ro t al s o pro
vide, hade, and . al es DS d irect e vapora
tion o f s o il moL tu re. In routh per' ods 
the. e fa c tor. lay mean t he d i fferen e 
bet\ en sav.ing nd I . in/! h la wn. 
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Improper c utting can ruin the effects of careful preparation and 
fertiliz a ti on. F requent clipping c los to the soil surface is severe 
treatm ent wh i h few plants an with tand for ny leng th f t ime 
and t hrive. Lawn weeds tole rate such punishment be tter th n 
grass. Where clos e c l ipping leave the soil a re, weed see lings 

e t a start. 

L t gra s . make a good rowth early in the s pring before mow
ing . e ins. ~o cli p clos and often at thi t ime fa vors we ds a t 
th e expens e of gra 

Sinc ra te of growth ma y a ry s o mu h in differ nt lawns a d 
different seasons , no de fi nite mowing schedule an be gi en. 
Lawns in very good condit" on rn a ' have to be mow d eve ry 5 d ys 
an d . orne may go as long as 10 days . In late s ummer a nd fall, 
leave grass longer to s tore up roo for Ole in ter; however , in late 
Octobe r lawns rna be mow d ve ry lo . e to fac' 1i tate f II or s pring 
raking of leave . ormally , mow with the mower adj ust ed to about 
2 in ches and mow whenever the gra . s is 1 inc h ta lle r than at the 
last mowi ng . 

li ppings left on the lawn form a mulc h wh ich helps hoI the 
m isture . nl ess gro, th is exe e, s ive and un ig htly, Ie ve cut 
~rass on the 1 wn. He avy c ipping, may ma t a nd inj ure the gra. s 
In wet weather if le ft on the lawn. 

WATERING 

t rt wate ring an establi . hed l awn hen t e gra . , appears to 
be in need of moi t ure. T hi s is us uall in 'ca ed by d ull co lor 
and in he avy soi L . the s i bec ominp hard w' th occas' onal 
crack. . A briaht s un, accompan ied y bris k wind , can vapora te 
soi l moi s ture rapidl v eve n in pril. 

La wn gra s have comparati e ly sh How root . s tem and 
need frequent watering . Thorou gh wa te ri ng occ a iona il. is pre 
r rred to fr quent s prinkling. F reauent ight sp rinkli ng. encoura.ge 
more s hallow rooti nn. Very sha llo\\ root d law ns a re more li k 1: 
to s uffe r in pe riod o f s eve re hea t. 

FERTILIZING 

Lawns benefi t fro he ap l ica ti on o f plant food. T hi. rna. be 
ei ther . creene d rotted manure or a c me rcial fe rt 'L izer. o tte 
man ure s hou ld be appli ed a t he rate f about 1 ush I ba. ket per 
30 	. qua r fee t. Appl~' in t e ad : pring . R ke ' n w 1 to obtain 

ve d is tribution. 

Good co merci 1 la wn f r iLizer .. are tho, e wi h the formu la: 
20-0-0 ( mmonium 5ulfa e j or 3-0-0 (ammon ium nitrate). 
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Rates of appli cation s ugges ted: 
20-0-0 -----10 pound per 1 ,000 ~quare feet 
33-0-0 ----- 6 pound. per 1,000 square feet 

A well fed lawn, regardl . s of the kind 
of fertilizer u. ed, is much b tter equipped 
to fi ght the in vas ion of weeds s uch a s 
dandelion . . 

WEEDS 
Weeds are the re ult qf a poor turf not 

th au s e of it. The bes t in s urance ap-a inst 
weeil . is a we ll-fed den. , healthy growth 
of grass . Selective weed kill er. are at. 0 

helpful in controlling broad leaf weeds. 
However it is suggested you do not use sele tive w ed killers 
the first sea on. Thes e weed' killers can be purchased locally. 
Follow directions on the container. Protect broad leafed culti
vated plant. growing nearhy. Tomatoes are e. pe ia lly sensi ti ve 
to fumes of 2 ,4-0, a chemical frequently used to control dande
lions and everal other broad leafed lawn weeds. If an 0 casional 
large weed becomes e tabli. hed in your new 
lawn, cut it rather than pull it. Pullinp- a 
large weed ina new lawn leaves a large 
hole and uproots s everal gra . s s eedlings . 

DANDELIONS 
Dandelion need no d s c ri tiona Be t 

control. are vigorou s , healtny turf. Wh n 
diggIn O' dandelIOns , cut the root several in-

he ._ below the . urfa e . If cut too s hallow, 
the plant will de velop a new crown and con
t in ue to grow. T he dandelion is a pe rennial and, if un molested, 
wi ll grow from ye ar to year. Be t controlled by 2,4-0. 

CHICKWEED 
Chickweed can live on poor as well a ri ch oil. It s ome

time appears to have come in almost overnight . In reali t , it 
bIen . so w 11 into the gras s th t i t spreads unnoti ed for orne 
time nd become we ll e . tabli s hed be fore s teps are ta k n to 
eradi a te it. The tiny s eeds are con stantly produce d and alwa s 
pre sen l n the oil , reta ining their abi li ty to ge rminate for many 
years . 

Common chickweed (Stallaria media) is the one most common
ly found in North Dakota. An annual, it has smooth, sometime 
glossy, light green leaves , about 1/ 4 inch across and arranged 
opposite each other on the stems. The tiny white tar-shaped 
flowers come very early in the spring. The plant blooms and pro
duces seed until late fall. Chickweed can be effectively con
trolled with Kuron, or similar chickweed killers. Spray while 
plants are young, and do a thorough job to prevent reseeding. It 
may take more th an one season to completely eradicate chickweed. 
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C h i c kwee d C ra b r a S Mal low 
(ent ire plant ) 

CRABGRASS 

Crabgra. is an annual. It s tarts in lawns when the de irable 
gras . es are weak and undernourished,. New plant come from 
seed after the ground gets warm. Crabgras s is too common in 
many North Dakota lawn ~ . 

Crabgrass is a definite yellow-green in color. Its rather 
hairy leaves are about 1/ 4 inch broad. The plant grows pread
out flat on the ground. Wherever the stem joints touch the grour..d 
new roots develop to form another plant, which in turn produces 
still more plants . Mature plants are stiff and wiry. 

In late ummer, cr bgrass se nds out flowering heads, arran ed 
at the end of the stalk Ii e fin ge rs on a n nd, and turning reddi , h 
brown or purpli sh a. the mature. Thi i often the first s ta e a t 
which the plants re noti ed. By thi time the damage is done, 
ecause part of t h ,eed has already dropped to the ground. Crab

grass can be eliminated by fall applications of Zytron, or similar 
crabgrass killer . 

MALLOW 

Common ma llow, an annual, is mor prope d c lass i fi e as a 
barnyard, garden or way ide weed ra ther than a lawn p s t . But, in 
r cent years, it has received attention in l awns . Its lea v s a re 
round and heart-s haped. The low-lying t ms tra il the ground but 
do no t root. T he plant blooms from May to Oc tober, with pale 
pin k blossoms shaped like hollyhocks . T he ring of eed re

mble ~ a tiny ridge cheese and gives the plant the common name 
"chees e". 

Occasional cultivation will keep mallow out of gardens, and 
it may be removed from lawns b hand weeding or hoeing before 
the seeds are produced. 
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