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North Dakota is on off the

world’s gred orna ALeR al and

southern Grea ower Mississippi

Valley. More tornadges occur here thaneanplace
else on earth.

Generally speaking;Withe oves

north from the Gulf states b0 the central
states in April and May andfkeache Da kota

in June and July. R

Fortunately, every sight8d_tesnado does not
cause major damage. Life ap@ prepertvis threaten-
ed only when the tornado tdiches th&“ground. DBut

then, destruction may be cg te. ™




KNOW HOW TO RECOCNIZE A TORNADO, and know what

to do. You won't have much time after you spot a funnel W

Tornadoes usunlly ecocur hetween 3:00 and 7:00 p.m. They
seldom strike after midnight or before noon. They usually
travel from southwest to northeast, because the parent mass
of warm, moist air in which they have their origin blows in
that direction. The path of destruction averages less than
1/4 mile wide and a little over 10 miles long, although the
length may be from 100 feet to 800 miles! The storm itself
averages 40 miles per hour as it moves across the couniry.
These Msti&s are typical, but paths and speeds ma
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About 3 mizmutes befors the lunnel formad.  The
clouwd opproaches Fafgo, troiling its long il
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‘Sticky, sultry and oppressive weather,

i generally with southerly winds; is typical
& Sl tornado weather. Towering thunderclouds

- . build up in the sky, Sometimes, a violen
North Dakota's most spectacular tornado in recent L thunderstorm in the northeast may be o fore-

vears struck Fargo at T:40 p.m., June 20, 1857. It swirled
across the northern blocks of the city at 15 to 18 miles
per hour. In its wake it left 11 dead, moce than 100 injured
and over $10,000,000 in property damage. Advance warn- A tomado funnel, 10 sesondel
ings by radio and television, plus slow movement of the s n:‘;:q:“t i m”
storm center and good visibility, kept the casualty list

low.

runner of & tornado. An hour or two before
the tornado, thick, topsy-turvy clouds appear
to bs approaching. They have a sinister
Wppearance, Their color is often a sickly,
greenishi-black--a reflection from the ground
alnﬁ yegetation. Lower clouds generally are
Sin rapid,“confused motion and are shot with
gnusual, lace-like lightning. From the base
of this thundercloud, the tornado funnel
spins counter-clockwise toward the earth,
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A funnel varies in appearance. It may resemble a thin,
dangling rope, or & huge elephant’s trunk. Other times

. it's a fairly wide, solid-looking funnel, It always has its

= characteristic spinning motion. The [unnel blackens as it
Fufmel ledves  [orgi—da fohl Uin ropel i neribe ; 5 P .[-"
eastern’ Wiy,  This) wen the fired thing iman " hits Golden FRidge communily on weai |'IICk5 up dirt and debris.
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ge of Fargo with on erupling valoono=-like sifect,




- Air sucked into the partial vacuum in the funnel’s cen-
ter moves at speeds estimated up to 500 miles per hour.
This produces the sound often described as a freight train
going through a tunnel, or the roar of many jet planes.

A severe thunderstorm out of the southwest often fol-
lows the tornado. Heavy rain and hail add to damage done
by the tornado itself. Some hail stones have been known
to weigh 3 pounds. After a tornado passes, the air changes
from warm and humid to cool and dry.

The U.S. Weather Bureau issues forecasts of possible
tornado activity at times when conditions are likely to
produce them. Listen for these on radio or television.
If you see a funnel, keep calm and carry out your pre-
arranged plans.

W/tw towdae/.t Ge /Mecad-

Be calm and alert. Keep tuned to your local radio or
television station. Decide on action to take if a tor-
nado is sighted or reported moving in your direction.

Before the storm strikes, turn off gas and elec-
tricity.

When a Lornadao id Mq/decf-

Go to a storm cellar, an underground excavation, the

southwest corner of the basement of a frame house, or
the lower floor of a reinforced building. Brick or stone
buildings without steel reinforcement may collapse.

Stay away from auditoriums and gymnasiums.

Protect yourself from flying and falling debris.
Keep away from windows. Stay under archways, tables

In open country, move at right angles (to the left
or right) to the approaching tornado’s path. If there
is no time to escape, lie flat in the nearest ditch or
culvert.

You can easily outrun a tornado in an automobile
by driving at right angles to its path. Don’t race wildly.
Normal speed will take you to safety, but speeding may
lead to an accident. Remember, cars kill more people
than do tornadoes.

Keep your curiosity in check. Do not make phone
calls or visit the damaged area. If you want to help,
volunteer your services through organized channels.
Otherwise, stay at home. Unauthorized persons and
vehicles in the disaster delay rescue and cleanup work.

Schools, factories, cities and other organization
should work out a plan of action in case of tornado
warnings or sightings, as well as for other emergencies.
Do this in cooperation with the proper authorities.

TORNADO ADVICE:

1. Be alert when tornadoes are likely.

2. Seek shelter in an underground excavation, ditch, base-
ment of a frame house or reinforced building.

3. Escape by moving at right angles (to left or right) to
the storm’s path.

This circular was prepared from information assembled by David Gosslee,
formerly a staff member of the North Dakota Agricultural Experiment Station.

or similar shelters. Avoid large rooms. North Dakota Agricultural College and the United States Department of Agricul-
ture Cooperating. E.]J. Haslerud, Director of Extension Service. Distributed in

furtherance of the Acts of Congress of May 8 and June 30, 1914,




	a-251_1958
	tornado_a-251
	tornado_02

