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m A rch i t e c t u r e  and  i t s  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a c t  a s  a  

med i a t i ng  t oo l  d e f i n i ng  t h e  wo r l d  a r o und  u s  b y  

s t r u c t u r i ng  e xpe r i e n c e .  T h i s  t h e s i s  d e f i n e s  t h e   

c on s i q uen ce   o f   b u i l d i ng  and  how  de s i g ne r s  

s t r u c t u r e  e xpe r i e n c e  b y  open i ng  and  ob s c u r i ng  

c r ea t i ng  phy s i c a l ,  i n t e l l e c t ua l ,  a nd  e v en  

po l i t i c a l  bounda r i e s .  T h e  v eh i ca l  o f  t h e  s t u d y  i s  

a n  add i t i o n  t o  t h e  i c on i c  No r t h  Dako t a  S t a t e  

Cap i t a l  B u i l d i ng  i n  B i sma r c k ,  No r t h  Dako t a .  

T h e  add i t i o n  i n c l ude s  i n t e r p r e t i v e  s pace  a t  t h e  

ba s e  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t r u c t u r e  a s  we l l  a s  n ew  

en t r y  c ond i t i o n  and  v e r t i c a l  c i r c u l a t i o n .  T h e  

n ew  a r c h i t e c t u r e  q ue s t i o n s  how  one  make s  

add i t i o n s  t o  e x i s t i n g  p i e c e s  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and  

s t u d i e s  how  t h e  man i pu l a t i o n  o f  pa t h s  and  

f r ame s  impac t s  t h e  pe r c ep t i o n  o f  s pace .  T h e  

s t u d y  a l s o  q ue s t i o n s  t h e  i s s u e  o f  s i t e  a nd  how  

a r c h i t e c t u e  a c t s  a s  bo t h  an  ob j e c t  l o o k ed  a t ,  

o f t e n  f r om  f a r  d i s t a n ce s  a s  we l l  a s  l o o ked  

t h r o ugh ,  s c u l p t i n g  v i ew s  o f  t h e  s u r r o und i ng  

ho r i z on .
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The study focuses on four  f rames of in t res t  wi thin the 

Nor th Dakota State Capi tol  complex.  Each s tudies 

how inter vent ions of new archi tecture sculpt  

unders tanding by redef ining movement and views. 

Entr y in to the Nor th Dakota Archive of Visual 

Cul ture.  The center is  a reposi tor y of media 

descr ibing the establ isment and growth of the 

s tate present ing imagery f rom Mass Media to 

chi ldren doodles.  The archi tecture quest ion 

the how one generates form and movement as 

wel l  as how archi tecture can create 

ant ic ipat ion of remote space. 

2
Exit f rom the Archive.  A ver t ical  c irculat ion 

space that acts as mul t ip le f rames giving 

te lescoping views that highl ights spaces not 

yet  v is ted and ref lects upon prior paths. 
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4

Capitol  tower ver t ical  c iculat ion.    A  new 

series of ramps, s tairs,  and elevators on the 

towers Nor th face that redef ines how one 

moves up the tower al lowing changing views 

to the surrounding region and capi tols facade  

as one cl imbs. The s t ructure invest igates how 

facades act as an apperature opening and 

obscuring views .

Horizon Room.  A cant i lever 224 feet above 

the ground protruding 25 feet past  the 

capi tols south face producing new viewsheds 

to the horzion 18+ mi l les away. 


