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OVERVIEW 

 

Links: View images on Digital Horizons 

 

Access:  The collection is open under the rules and regulations of the Institute. 

 

Provenance:  Donor unknown, 1957 (Acc. 879). 

 

Property Rights:  The Institute for Regional Studies owns the property rights to this 

collection. 

 

Copyrights:  Copyright to this collection is held by the creator. 

 

Credit Line:  Institute for Regional Studies, NDSU, Fargo (item number) 
 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 

Donald G. Hay (Oct. 8, 1901-Aug. 1987) graduated from the North Dakota Agricultural College 

(Now known as North Dakota State University) in 1926 with a degree in rural sociology, and he 

is assumed to have obtained his doctorate at the Universities of Wisconsin and Chicago. Dr. Hay 

was a Rural Sociologist at the North Dakota Agricultural Experiment Station at Fargo from 1927 

until his departure in late 1939 - early 1940. Dr. Hay was also associated with the Little Country 

Theater prior to 1935. During his tenure at the Fargo Experiment Station, he studied the activities 

and interests of rural youth. He spent some time researching the effects of the Great Depression 

and the concurrent drought on the area’s youth. In his studies he noted how the Depression and 

drought had cut off the normal avenues for educational advancement and opportunities for work 

for the youth at the time. Before the completion of this survey Dr. Hay resigned his position at the 

Fargo Agricultural Experiment Station to become Leader of Area 1, Division of Farm Population 
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and Rural Welfare, Bureau of Agricultural Economics, U.S. Department of Agriculture and, 

along with his wife Lillian, he moved to Lincoln, Nebraska. He died in 1987 at New Haven, 

Connecticut. 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

The Sociological Survey of Colfax Township, Richland County, N.D. Photograph Collection, 

by Donald G. Hay, consists of 125 11 x 7cm gelatin silver prints taken during 1927 depicting the 

town of Colfax and Colfax Township located in Richland County, N.D. A majority of the 

collection consists of external views of farmhouses and other buildings within Colfax Township 

and its general vicinity along with a few of its residents. Other photographs in the collection 

depict the towns of Abercrombie, Walcott, and the county seat of Wahpeton, N.D. All the images 

are well identified. The collection is the photographic portion of a report done by Mr. Hay in July, 

1927 entitled A Sociological Survey of Colfax Township, Richland County, N.D. (Institute Small 

Collection 879). 

 

These photographs were originally on scrapbook pages and part of the narrative report along with 

their captions. The pages had deteriorated, and due to preservation issues, the prints were 

removed from their mounts. Before the removal of the prints the pages were photocopied front to 

back to record the collection’s original context and order, along with the text that accompanied 

them. After separating the prints from the pages they were arranged according to the print’s 

subject. The collection has been organized into 13 files:  Colfax, N.D. Town Views, Colfax, 

N.D. Buildings, Colfax Township, N.D. Churches, Colfax Township, N.D. Rural School 

Buildings, Farmhouses and Farm Buildings, Shelterbelts, People, Wild Rice River Scenes, 

Abercrombie, N.D., Wahpeton, N.D., Walcott, N.D., Sociological Survey of Colfax Township, 

Richland County, N.D. Report, and the Survey of Colfax Township, N.D. - Pictures. 

 

Colfax, N.D. Town Views contains two photographs which depict the town of Colfax, N.D. 

taken from a distance. The Colfax, N.D. Buildings file contains photographs of some of the 

businesses and residences within the town of Colfax. Colfax Township, N.D. Churches contains 

views of several churches in Colfax and Colfax Township. 

 

Colfax Township, N.D. Rural School Buildings contains views of both operating and formerly 

operating rural schoolhouses that existed within the Township. Farmhouses and Farm 

Buildings, which is the largest file in the collection, contains photographs of rural farmhouses 

and other farm buildings that were within Colfax Township along with a few from nearby 

townships. Many of these buildings show the Scandinavian heritage of the people who settled in 

the region by their design, ornamentation, and construction. 

 

The Shelterbelts file contains general views of shelterbelts (originally called groves by Mr. Hay) 

used in the area to help protect the farmyards from the severe winds that occur during winter 

along with the shade they provide during summer. The People file contains photographs 

primarily focusing on some of the residents that Mr. Hay happened to meet while photographing 

their farms. 

 

The Wild Rice River Scenes file contains two photographs of the Wild Rice River and a picnic 

area that was located nearby. The Abercrombie, N.D. file contains photographs of Abercrombie 

and a meeting that took place there. The Wahpeton, N.D. file contains photographs of the 

business district and the fairground grandstand at Wahpeton, N.D. The Walcott, N.D. file 

contains one photograph depicting Walcott’s business district. 



 

 

 

Sociological Survey of Colfax Township, Richland County, N.D. report file contains a 

photocopy of the original textual report that accompanied the photograph collection. The original 

report is held by the Institute for Regional Studies in Small Collection 879. The Survey of Colfax 

Township, N.Dak. – Pictures contains photocopy of the original report’s photograph section that 

contained the original photographs, together with the captions that went with the images. 

 

 

FOLDER LIST 

 

Folder  Contents (number of items) 

 

1 Finding aid, and Biographical material 

 

2 Colfax, N.D. Town Views (2) 

3 Colfax, N.D. Buildings (12) 

4 Colfax Township, N.D. Churches (5) 

5 Colfax Township, N.D. Rural School Buildings (6) 

6 Farmhouses and Farm Buildings (77) 

7 Shelterbelts (7) 

8 People (5) 

9 Wild Rice River Scenes (2) 

10 Abercrombie, N.D. (5) 

11 Wahpeton, N.D. (3) 

12 Walcott, N.D. (1) 

 

13 Sociological Survey of Colfax Township, Richland County, N.D. (photocopy) 

14 Survey of Colfax Township, N.Dak.— Pictures (photocopy) 
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