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HISTORY

Lutheran Hospitals and Homes Society was founded on January 3, 1938 in Fargo, N.D. Its origins
pre-date to the establishment in 1922 of the Evangelical Lutheran Good Samaritan Society by
Rev. August Hoeger, Rev. W.W.A. Keller and F.J. Koehn. The next year, 1923, they opened the
Good Samaritan Home in Arthur, N.D. The organization grew rapidly, adding numerous
communities and facilities.


http://library.ndsu.edu/archives/collections-institute/photography/finding-aids
http://library.ndsu.edu/archives
http://digitalhorizonsonline.org/cdm4/results.php?CISORESTMP=results.php&CISOVIEWTMP=item_viewer.php&CISOMODE=thumb&CISOGRID=thumbnail,A,1;title,A,1;image,A,0;creato,200,0;none,A,0;20;relevancy,none,none,none,none&CISOBIB=title,A,1,N;image,A,0,N;creato,200,0,N;none,A,0,N;none,A,0,N;20;relevancy,none,none,none,none&CISOTHUMB=20%20(4x5);identi,none,none,none,none&CISOTITLE=20;title,none,none,none,none&CISOHIERA=20;image,title,none,none,none&CISOSUPPRESS=0&CISOTYPE=link&CISOOP1=exact&CISOFIELD1=source&CISOBOX1=Banner+Health+System+Photograph+Collection&CISOOP2=exact&CISOFIELD2=image&CISOBOX2=&CISOOP3=exact&CISOFIELD3=creato&CISOBOX3=&CISOOP4=exact&CISOFIELD4=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOBOX4=&c=exact&CISOROOT=%2Fuw
http://hdl.handle.net/10365/114
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By 1937 the Good Samaritan Society was having serious financial problems, with the threat of
collapse. On December 6, 1937 Fred Knautz presented a plan of reorganization at the board
meeting. His plan called for a new organization with a new name, Lutheran Hospitals and Homes
Society of America. The society was formally incorporated on January 3, 1938, and the new
board assumed operation of only some of the institutions that were being turned over to it by the
Good Samaritan Society. Frederick R. Knautz became general manager of the new organization
and continued in that capacity until 1968.

LHHS began with seven hospitals and nursing homes in North and South Dakota. By 1992 it was
operating 206 nursing homes in twenty-six states. On April 30, 1940 the Crippled Children's
School in Fargo became part of LHHS and moved to Jamestown the next year. In 1961, after its
offices had been located in various Fargo facilities, the society purchased the former Fargo
Chamber of Commerce building in downtown Fargo. They remained here until they built a new
headquarters in 1977; the first time all home office employees were under one roof.

In 1968 Harry Malm became President upon the retirement of Mr. Knautz. He had worked twenty
years for the society prior to assuming the office of president. After his resignation in 1979,
Robert A. Anderson was elected president and in 1984 Michael O. Bice was named president and
CEO. On October 1, 1984 Lutheran Health Systems (LHS) was created as the new parent
organization, giving flexibility to the society's operation. In 1988 Steven R. Orr assumed
leadership of LHS as president and CEO. With the continued expansion of Lutheran Health
Systems they broke ground for a new corporate headquarters in Fargo in May 1993 that was
constructed in the West Acres Office Park.

Talks began with Samaritan Health System of Arizona that resulted in a merger on September 1,
1999 of Lutheran Health Systems and Samaritan to form Banner Health System. Initially two
headquarters were maintained with the plan to establish a new corporate headquarters in
Colorado. That never materialized and in 2002 the Fargo headquarters was closed and most of the
facilities owned by the new Banner Health in North Dakota were sold.

SCOPE AND CONTENT

The Banner Health System photograph collection provides a look into the beginnings of this
Fargo-based company. The collection is part of a greater collection of the company’s documents
and manuscripts donated to the Institute and processed as Manuscript 274. All images were taken
when the company was still being operated under the name Lutheran Hospitals and Homes
Society. The photograph collection touches on a wide range of topics including company
gatherings, portraiture, staff, patients, and images of various hospital facilities. The collection has
been organized into four series: People, Buildings, Albums, and Slides.

The People Series contains twenty-nine photographs of nursing staff, company celebrations,
babies, and portraits of Banner Health’s former CEOs. CEOs included are Fred Knautz, Harry
Malm, Robert Anderson, Michael Bice and Steven Orr.

The Building Series contains thirteen historical images of hospitals and nursing homes that were
run by Banner Health. Locations include Fargo N.D., Jamestown N.D., Valley City N.D., Hazen
N.D., Hettinger N.D., Tioga N.D., Hot Springs S.D., Eureka S.D., and Fremont Neb. The series is
arranged alphabetically by city name. It also includes prints made of four original negatives of
nursing home in Fargo.
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The Albums Series contains two historical photo albums from the 1950s. Many of the aloums’
original photos have been lost or removed over the years and, on some pages, only a few remain.
Both albums contain images of staff, company functions, and hospital and nursing home
facilities. Many of the photographs are labeled by location while others remain unidentified.
Facilities represented in the first album include in Webster, S.D., Britton, S.D., Eurkea, S.D.,
Canova, S.D., Hot Springs, S.D., Fargo, N.D., Valley City, N.D., Jamestown, N.D., Jordan,
Forsyth, Terry and Columbus, Mont., Sterling, Colorado, and Sheldon, lowa. Facilities
represented in the second album include in Grand Island, Neb., Crystal Falls, Mich., Hot Springs,
S.D., Crippled Children’s School, Jamestown, N.D., Fargo Nursing Home, Good Samaritan
Home, Arthur, N.D., Sterling, Colo., and Forsyth, Mont.

The Slide Series contains 369 slides of company facilities, staff, activities, and gatherings. When
donated, the slides were in no recognizable order so they have since been arranged into either
alphabetically by city or topical. Many of the slides were originally labeled with the town in
which the image was taken, and they make up the majority of the collection. A breakdown of the
slides is included in the contents listing below.

BOX/FOLDER CONTENTS (number of items)

11 Finding aid

People Series

1/2 Activities (5)

1/3 Babies (4)

1/4 CEOs (13)

1/5 Nurses (2)

1/6 Patients (5)

1/7 Buildings Series (13)

Album Series

2/8 Photo Album (39 photographic prints)
2/9 Photo Album (134 photographic prints)
2/10 Slide Series (369)
Towns—
1-2 Ashley, N.D.
3-16 Buffalo, Wyoming
17-22 Burwell
23 Choteau
24 Columbus
25-27 Creighton, Nebraska
28 Crawford
29 Eureka
30 Fargo Nursing Home
31-37 Forsyth, Mont.

38-39 Fort Morgan



40-57
58-63
64-88
89-92
93-102
103-107
108-112
113-137
138-144
145
146-148
149-150
151-153
154-155
156-157
158
159-168
169-177
178-179
180-181
182-183
184-188
189
190-201
202-203
204-206
207-218

219-225
226-232
233-237
238-241
242
243
244
245
246-345
346-358
359-369
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Harlowton

Hayward, Wisc.

Hot Springs, S.D.

Hugoton

Crippled Children’s School, Jamestown, N.D.
Lemmon, S.D.

Lisbon,

N.D.

Livingston, Mont.
Loveland, Colorado

Lusk

Maddock, N.D.

Mohall,

N.D.

Oakland

Oakley
Oberlin

Philip, S.D.

Powell,

Wyoming

Red Lodge, Mont.
Riverton

Scoby, Mont.
Stanley, N.D.
Torrington, Wyoming
Turtle Lake, N.D.
Valley City, N.D.
Watford City, N.D.
Webster, S.D.
West River
Topical—

L.W. Social Responsibility, Wittenberg College

Building dedication (Location unknown)

Patient lifting equipment

Annual meeting, 1957

Office scene

Dr. Seeger, Mr. Weiss

Two men by large sign

Building, unidentified

Copy slides of historical images and scenes from hospitals and homes

Jamestown School

Metal mount slides of various facilities (Valley City, N.D., Hot Springs,
S.D., Jamestown, N.D., Grand Island & Columbus, Neb., and
Forsyth, Mont.)
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