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OVERVIEW 

 

Links: View images on Digital Horizons 

 

Access:  The collection is open under the rules and regulations of the Institute. 

 

Provenance:  Donated by Ronald L.M. Ramsay, 1998 (Acc. 2507). 

 

Property rights:  The Institute for Regional Studies owns the property rights to this 

collection. 

 

Copyrights:  Copyrights to this collection remain with creators. 

 

Citation:  Institute for Regional Studies, NDSU, Fargo [item number] 

 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 

A grandson of one of the original settlers of Buffalo, New York, Milton Earl Beebe, born in 

1840, started as a carpenter’s assistant, served in the Civil War, and practiced and studied 

architecture in Buffalo and New York City until 1872 He then set up a very successful 

architectural practice in Buffalo, M. E. Beebe & Son. Beebe moved to Fargo, N.D. in 1898 and 

established a successful practice at the age of 58, active in Fargo until about 1911. He died in 

1922. 

 

 

http://library.ndsu.edu/archives/collections-institute/photography/finding-aids
http://library.ndsu.edu/archives
http://digitalhorizonsonline.org/cdm4/results.php?CISORESTMP=results.php&CISOVIEWTMP=item_viewer.php&CISOMODE=thumb&CISOGRID=thumbnail,A,1;title,A,1;image,A,0;creato,200,0;none,A,0;20;relevancy,none,none,none,none&CISOBIB=title,A,1,N;image,A,0,N;creato,200,0,N;none,A,0,N;none,A,0,N;20;relevancy,none,none,none,none&CISOTHUMB=20%20(4x5);identi,none,none,none,none&CISOTITLE=20;title,none,none,none,none&CISOHIERA=20;image,title,none,none,none&CISOSUPPRESS=0&CISOTYPE=link&CISOOP1=exact&CISOFIELD1=source&CISOBOX1=Milton+E.+Beebe+Photograph+Collection&CISOOP2=exact&CISOFIELD2=image&CISOBOX2=&CISOOP3=exact&CISOFIELD3=creato&CISOBOX3=&CISOOP4=exact&CISOFIELD4=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOBOX4=&c=exact&CISOROOT=%2Fuw
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SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

The Milton E. Beebe Collection has been organized into three series:  Blueprint, Exhibit, and 

Photographs.  The entire collection was collected by Ronald Ramsay of the NDSU Architecture 

Department. 

 

The Blueprint Series spans the years 1900 to 1906. The series consists of five original 

blueprints and one photocopy of an original blueprint. The original blueprints are for the J.F. 

Walker building in Fargo, located at 621-623 Broadway and done in 1900-1902. The photocopy 

is of the Moorhead, Minn. Carnegie Library, done in 1906. 

 

The Exhibit Series spans the years 1840, when Beebe was born, to 1909. The series was once 

part of an exhibit in the NDSU Architecture Department on Milton E. Beebe. It contains twenty-

two separate sheets, separated into 2 folders. The original arrangement of the exhibit panels is 

unknown, so an attempt was made to arrange them in a logical exhibit order. The exhibit panels 

are filed with the blueprint series. 

  

The Photograph Series spans the years 1840 to 1909. The series consists of sixteen prints and 

several photocopies. It is arranged topically by building type, which was taken from the 

arrangement within the architectural exhibit from which they originated. Buildings of interest 

include the Masonic Temple in Fargo, N.D. and the N.D. State Capitol in Bismarck, N.D. Some 

of the photographs within this series are from the State Historical Society of North Dakota and 

the Minnesota Historical Society. 

 

Separated and cataloged into the Institute publications collection is a photocopy of the portfolio 

Architectural Portfolio of Some of the Building Erected by M.E. Beebe and Son, Architects, 

Buffalo, N.Y. (Inst. Folio NA737.B412M42 1985) 

 

 

FOLDER  CONTENTS 

 

1   Finding aid 

 

Blueprint Series 

 

1   J.F. Walker building, Fargo, N.D. (1900-1902) 621-623 Broadway 

               Includes:  elevations, floor plans, details.[5 sheets] 

 

1   Carnegie Library, Moorhead, Minn. (1906) 

               Includes:  west elevation, transverse section.[1 sheet] 

 

Photographic Series 

 

    Portico Houses— 

464.1.1    Beebe’s childhood residence, Fredonia, N.Y. (ca. 1840) 

464.1.2    Thomas Quirk residence, Fargo, N.D. (1907) 

464.1.3    W.P. Jeffrey residence, Valley City, N.D. (1909) 

464.1.4    E.K. Nickols residence, Staples, Minn. (date unknown) 
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   Banks and Blocks— 

464.2.1    Appleton Block, Crystal N.D. (1899) 

464.2.2    City National Bank, Bismarck, N.D. (1909) [at right] 

464.2.3    First National Bank, Oakes, N.D. (1906) 

464.2.4    First National Bank, Oakes, N.D. (1906) 

464.2.5    Farmers State Bank, Wellsburg, N.D. (1913) 

 

   Church and Lodge— 

464.3.1    Masonic Temple, Fargo, N.D. (1895) [in association with the  

                                                              Hancock Brothers] 

464.3.2    Masonic Temple, Fargo, N.D. (1895) 

464.3.3    First Presbyterian Church, Fargo, N.D. (1905) 

 

   Public Works— 

464.4.1    N.D. State Capitol building, Bismarck, N.D. (1903) [former  

                                                                Capitol building, north wing, at far right] 

464.4.2    N.D. State Capitol building, Bismarck, N.D. (1903) [former  

                                                                Capital building, detail of north wing] 

464.4.3    Eddy County Courthouse, New Rockford, N.D. (1899) 

464.4.4    N.D. Exhibition, 1904 World’s Fair at St. Louis 
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