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Bringing the highway’s lateral lines up to the podium was a main focus in the design of the park. Using the freeway under it to dictate where the 
different materials start and stop lets the visitors know that they are above the traffic.  
  
   Adding an interactive water feature gives the area a new dimension, providing another fun activity.
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TWO NEIGHBORHOODS SPLIT
MINNEAPOLIS, MN
Located just southeast of the Downtown District of Minneapolis lie two 
neighborhoods that were once a prosperous, cohesive community.  Elliot Park 
and Ventura Village were both victims of the rapid expansion of the Twin Cities 
suburban areas in the 1950’s and 1960’s.  The fleet to outer-city limits meant 
new roadways had to be built to transport people efficiently throughout the area.  
Interstate 35W and I-94’s creation was an inevitability, and therefore, came the 
separation of these two desirable neighborhoods.  The interstate’s creation lead to 
the destruction of several hundred small businesses and homes, ultimately bringing 
significant disruption to the urban fabric and cohesiveness of the two communities.  

The desire to recover from the lack of continuity, connection, and pedestrian 
circulation was voiced by the people of the Ventura Village back in the 1960’s.  
They proposed that building over the highway could be within possibility.  A 
podium over the interchange could be used to reestablish the neighborhood’s urban 
fabric. Using urban planning and landscape design interventions over the freeway 
will increase the residential and commercial vitality, and will also aid the area’s 
ongoing economic and social recovery.
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Interstate 35W / I-94 Interchange

This 17 lane highway interchange is what now separates 
the Elliot Park and Ventura Village neighborhoods.1957 2010This aerial photograph was taken in 1957, before the construction of interstate 35W 

and I-94.  It had a major impact on the two neighborhoods destroying one full block.

Elliot Park Ventura Village

BRINGING YOUR BACK YARD INTO THE CITY Two of the main design elements in Interstate Park are to embrace the traffic flow 
underneath, and to serve as a back yard for those living in the abundance of high density 
housing in the area.  
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Mixed Use Development 
Along 11th Avenue S 

Apple Tree Public GardensPublic Gardens Open Greenspace

Plots of land over the podium can be 
reserved for community members who 
wish to show off their garden, or to grow 
their own produce.  Personalization of 
the gardens will be encouraged.  The 
pathway system will cross through 
the gardens to try to inspire interaction 
between the community.  Each garden 
will provide profile plaque engraved 
in the pathway explaining who the 
plot belongs to and how long they 
have occupied it.  This will add to the 
personalization to the garden, and 
create a sense of ownership.

Like the gardens on the west side of the podium, there will be reservable plots meant for community 
members.  The members will be expected to pay a small fee every year, and this surplus will pay for the 
maintenance of the gardens that are not owned by members.  This section of the park will include lines of 
Gravenstein apple trees.  Picking apples will be open to the public, creating another activity for interaction 
between communities.

The implementation of mixed use development along 11th 
Street South will expand the commercial vitality in the area, 
which is lacking.  The buildings will also be positioned to 
take advantage of the Minneapolis skyline.  The concept 
will be to use close intimate spaces on the interior of the 
development, and open spaces as you enter towards the 
park creating a dramatic display of the skyline.

The implementation of mixed use development along 
Chicago Avenue will extend the commercial corridor 
that already exists over to Elliot Park.  Creating wide 
open spaces between the buildings will increase 
the walkability.  The development will be in close 
proximity to the park, which will create a lively, vibrant 
atmosphere.  This area will also be a great venue for 
a farmers market.

Mixed Use Development 
Along Chicago Avenue 

Interstate Park will include large areas of open green space, which is lacking in the area.  Keeping 
it open makes it a desirable place for recreation and such events like family barbecues and picnics, 
which will also catalyze relationships between community members.

From the overall size of the podium 
it will seem as if there is not a 
massive highway interchange 
beneath.  Not ignoring the traffic 
will be a major design element.  
This glass bottom viewing 
area gives the visitors a new 
perspective on the traffic flowing 
underneath them.

Glass Over Freeway 
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