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With the flax crop, as with other small grain crops, commonly 
too slig'ht attention is paid to properly saving the ed. It has been 
said to be a" heavy feeder ", "hard on lands ", a \veed producer ", 
"a poor pay crop", etc. Slight thought and a review of late in­
vestigations and of market statistics, may r eadily cause one to feel 
sure that such terms are but assertions of slight foundation ill fact. 
It has, at times, failed to be a pay crop because of specific flax clis­
eases. It has often proven to be hard on the land because of the 
weeds which followed, but this is not a necessary feature and is not 
more characteristic of this seed crop than of wheat, oats or other 
small grain crops. Such defects, in so far as they effect the yielding 
(~apacity of the land, rest in the methods of handling the crop fro111 
the seed time to its final storage and preparation for us a ' ed 
the followiug year. The bad or injurious conditions may In' . l y be 
oycrcome by proper saving of t he erop, espee ially the portion to h 
used for sowing purposes. Yields may b increascl1, oil quality ~ all 
be improved and wee,]s eliminated. Diseasl.:'s CCll1 1argel~~ be con­
trolled. Th e diseas " mentioned here are those particularly hal'Cl ­
teristie of flax and do not concern or effect oth er erops. 

PREPARING THE SEED FIELD FOR. HARVES'r 

Having properly prepared the seed bcd and lected and trea1 ell 
the best seed available (See circular No.6; N. D. Experiment Station ); 
the next step is to insure a proper barv t of the d. July is th 
time to insure against harvesting a lot of weed seeds. There are 
','cecil' 'which produc seeds ' '',Thich are of sueh pecnliar s1 d pe th a 
they are difficult to get out of flax seed with ordinary sereellS or 
methods of grading and cleaning. Pull the \yccdfl which produce 
seeds of a fOl'm difficult to l'emOVe hy llleallS of a falming mill while 
tlt(~)r are in blossom. 
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in long narrow ricks and the stacks can be covered by a canvas 
eover or hay cap in the same manner as ordinary grain. Do n t 
throw together damp straw or straw which has gr II plants in it. 
Get rid of the weeds so that the grain can be stacked or handled 
without mouldin . s. Stacking prevents 10 s thru moulding on the 
TOlUld, prevents loss by shelling and prevents rapid introduction 

of wilt fungi into the soil. 

DISEASE CONTROL 

Control the root and seed diseases of flax. Get the resistant 
varietie of d. Raise your own se d and purify it, through the 
seed field purifying process. 

HOW TO SELL 

(1) Grade and clean your seed at the earliest possible date; 
(2) Send a sample of the cleaned seed in the condition you intend 
to offer it for sale to the Pure Seed Laboratory. If po. ib1e, have 
it registered, certified and listed under the state law; (:3 ) If of hiO"h 
gr ade as to pedigree and purity, have it sealed, either uuder your 
own lead seal and tags, or thru the aid of the Pure Seed Labora­
tory; (4) Get in touch with the managers of seed houses who are 
looking for good seed; (5) Exhibit seed at the county, district and 
state seed shows; (6) Do not be afraid that too much good seed 
will be on the market and that you will not be able to sell seed 
of high quality. (Nearly a, million bushels of good seed is each 'ear 
ne ed.) If you do not succeed in selling seed, you will succe d in 
getting better yields year by year. The reason the crop has been 
failing in yield and quality is largely due to the fad that just any 
kill of flax seed has been used as seed. 

SEED FIELD IXSPEC'rIOX 

'""rhose wlw ,,-ish an E'. pert from the Sta tc Pure St"l ec1 Ija bora', l',\T 

to inspect their seed as it stauds in the field~ or bin, or to arrang't' 
for sred certification 01' s€'aling'. shonld "Tite the State 8("('(1 (10111­

111issloncr at once. 
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